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• Consultation events - local & regional
• Events in local authority areas around Heathrow, open to all. 
• Regional events across the UK with invited stakeholders.

• Process assurance
• Sir Jeremy Sullivan, ex-Lord Justice of Appeal, will serve as 

independent adviser to oversee the consultation process

• The consultation closes on 25 May 2017

Consultation process



• A Northwest Runway at Heathrow Airport 
will produce significant benefits, 
delivering tens of thousands of additional 
local jobs by 2030 and up to £61 billion 
of benefits to all passengers and the 
wider economy, not including wider trade 
benefits. 

• It will provide new global connections 
and better routes for domestic 
customers, reduce passenger fares, and 
provide new capacity for freight imports 
and exports. 

Secretary of State Foreword 



• The Government will only grant development 
consent if Heathrow Airport can demonstrate 
that expansion can take place within legal air 
quality limits

• Heathrow Airport must be a better neighbour to 
those living nearby. In particular, we must see 
progress on mitigating the impact of noise on 
local communities. 

• A series of noise mitigations, including periods 
of predictable respite, will need to be binding 
planning requirements if development consent 
is to be granted. We expect the airport to stay 
true to its commitments on property purchase 

Air Quality & Noise are key issues



• The new runway at Heathrow Airport will 
be taken forward through an Airports 
National Policy Statement. 

• National Policy Statements are planning 
documents which provide a strong 
emphasis on transparency and public 
consultation, but also the potential to 
speed up decision making on nationally 
significant infrastructure projects.

National Policy Statement



• The Government’s policy in relation 
to the need for new airport capacity 
in the South East of England;

• The Government’s preference for the 
Heathrow Northwest Runway scheme to 
deliver additional airport capacity; and

• The requirements the applicant will 
need to meet in order to secure 
development consent for the 
preferred scheme (e.g. air quality & 
noise)

Three main questions



• Operation Phase: Measures could include
• More infrastructure for zero- or low-emission vehicles, 

Reduced landing charges for cleaner aircraft.
• Improved taxiing efficiency
• Reducing emissions from aircraft at the gate
• Modernised heating supplies in airport buildings;
• Changes to the layout of surface access arrangements; 
• Traffic restrictions and / or relocation around sensitive 

areas
• Physical means, including barriers to trap or better 

disperse emissions and speed control on roads. 
• Surface access: 

• HAL has pledged that expansion will not lead to more 
airport-related traffic on the roads than today, and 

• At least 55% of passengers using public transport to access 
the airport by 2040

• Construction Phase: 
• Mitigate air pollution by drawing on best practice from  

other major construction schemes

Air Quality – Options to Mitigate Impacts



• The Government wants to strike a fair balance 
between the negative impacts of noise (on health, 
amenity, quality of life and productivity) and the 
positive economic impacts of flights. 

• There is no legislation which sets legally binding 
limits on aviation noise emissions. Major airports 
are, however, under a legal obligation to develop 
strategic noise maps and produce Noise Action Plans 
based on those maps, on a five yearly basis. 

• They are also required to review and, if necessary, 
revise action plans when a major development 
occurs affecting the existing noise situation. 

• The International Civil Aviation Organisation 
introduced the concept of a ‘Balanced Approach’ to 
noise management (resolution A33/7). This is given 
legal effect in the UK through EU Regulation 
598/2014.

Noise – Government approach



• The Government is seeking a legally 
binding ban on scheduled night flights of a 
period of six and a half hours between 
11pm and 7am at an expanded Heathrow 
Airport, with the start and end times to be 
determined after consultation.

• This would provide an extra hour and a half free 
from noise compared to today’s airport 
operations. 

• Consideration of any ban  will be subject to the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation’s 
balanced approach to noise management, 
including consultation with local communities, 
also in line with the requirements of EU 
Regulation 598/2014.

Noise Mitigation Proposals



• The applicant should put forward plans 
for a noise envelope., tailored to local 
priorities and include clear noise 
performance targets

• The applicant should put forward plans 
for a runway alternation scheme that 
provides communities affected with 
predictable periods of respite

Noise – additional proposals



• Support increased airport capacity in the 
South East. 

• Reiterate support for Heathrow 
expansion.

• Provide evidence on the value of night 
flights of Heathrow and the impact of 
proposed restrictions

• Raise any concerns from road haulier 
members on possible impact of air 
quality mitigation measures

Outline FTA approach to response



• Air Freight Working Group to be the member 
group to review draft response

• In addition FTA will seek meetings with 
government officials and potentially host a 
policy roundtable on the night flight issue

• Response will draw on FTA studies regarding 
capacity, benefits of Heathrow expansion 
and night flights

• FTA will also begin engagement with key 
parliamentarians to prepare for next stage 
of the process

Next Steps


