
  
 
  
  
 
 
 

East Midlands Freight Council 

Minutes of meeting held 18 January 2018 

Village Hotel Nottingham, Brailsford Way, Nottingham NG9 6DL 

 

Chairman 

Allison Kemp 

 

A.I.M Commercial Services Ltd 

Council Members 

Kevin Smith 

 

XPO Logistics 

Pip Bains Culina Group 

Carl Hughes Hughes Driver Training Ltd 

Laura Newton Rothera Sharp 

Lisa Williams Sports Direct.com 

Peter Bond Serco Ltd 

Dale Clarke Forterra Building Products Ltd 

Paul Clarke Cemex UK 

Bob Sands Prompt Training 

Andrew Cressy Meynell Plant Hire Ltd 

Joe Kirby Erewash Borough Council 

Davy Barnett Industrial Water Jetting System ltd 

Richard Black PDRS Ltd 

Paul Vernon  Brakes 

Martin Farrand Petit Forestier 

David Seaton  NFT 

Mike Sanchez MOJ Fleet Management 

Roger Wakefield Broxtowe Borough Council 

Christopher Sprigg Agrovista UK Ltd 

Sarah Pheasant Alloga UK 

Ross Baxter Alliance Healthcare 

Dayle White Clarke International 

Tony Foster Foster Logistics Consulting Ltd 

Mandy Gill CPL Distribution Ltd 

Pam Burrows Bolsover & North-East Derbyshire District Councils 

Jamie Potter Sports Direct.com Retail 

  

  

  

  



  
FTA Staff 

Chris Yarsley 

 

Ian Gallagher  

Rona Hunnisett  

Jon Noble  

Ally Slater 

Jim Mower 

 

  

Apologies and Minutes 

No apologies were entered and the Minutes of the last meeting were taken as tabled. 

 

Council Elections 

Allison Kemp was nominated and seconded for re-election as Chair by multiple Council members and 

received unanimous support.  

Paul Clarke was elected Vice Chair. 

Pip Bains, Richard Black, Peter Bond, Carl Hughes, Robert Sands and Andrew Cressy were nominated 

as Road Freight Council Reps and will alternate, East Midlands Council has 4 spaces open to it.                                                               

 

Matters Arising 

Council was given a report on discussions at the 9 November UK Council with Gareth Llewelyn, CEO 

of DVSA; a report on the London Direct Vision Standard; Automation in logistics; CO2 reduction 

target for road freight. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

Council was updated on developments under the following points: 

• Brexit – Negotiations on future trading relationship with EU will begin in March 2018 following 

agreement in December 2017. FTA reported on the new Customs paper adopted in 2017; high-

level meeting with the Secretary of State for Transport and other Ministers and members of the 

Labour Shadow Ministerial team. Members were informed of the new timetable for the Brexit 

Webinars.   

 

• The Budget – FTA reported on another successful lobby that resulted in diesel rates being frozen 

at the same level for the 8th year running, despite the Chancellor’s commitment to a review. 

Members were informed of another policy success with the new VED rates being introduced on 

cars only and not vans. 

 

• National Infrastructure Commission’s Review of Freight – FTA gave an overview of participation 

in the NIC’s Review of freight that will look at how new developments can contribute to a 

reduction in carbon and congestion.  

 

• Earned Recognition – Members were informed that from 31 January, operators who hold the 

new Earned Recognition status will be lifted out of OCRS and will no longer be stopped at the 

roadside. The list of companies that have achieved Earned Recognition status will also be 

published on this date. 

 

• Review of the Guide to Maintaining Road Worthiness – FTA reported on the Traffic 

Commissioner/DVSA review of the Guide but that is not expected to increase the expected 

standard of compliant operators. The review is designed to recognise technological advances in 

vehicle maintenance. FTA’s Engineering Forums will be reviewing the document throughout 

January with a launch date for DVSA at the CV Show in April. 

 



  
• Trailer registration – FTA gave members an update on developments to introduce legislation 

that could bring in a formal registration scheme for trailers, hopefully targeted at trailers that 

are solely used on international journeys. This will be a legal requirement should the UK sign 

and ratify the 1968 Vienna Convention on road transport. There will be further developments 

on this point throughout January.  

 

 

Items for Decision 

EU Mobility Package 

Council was updated on the developments in Brussels on the Mobility Package, notably on issues 

surrounding changes to drivers’ hours, the digital tachograph, posting of workers and cabotage. It was 

explained to members that it is highly likely that the UK will be obliged to introduce any changes 

following Brexit as a condition of the transitional deal. Members essentially agreed with the positions 

outlined in the Policy Report. Council was happy with the proposed 2024 date for the retrofit of the 

digital tachograph on vehicles operating internationally.   

 

Direct Vision Standard (DVS) 

Members were updated on the most recent announcements regarding the TfL DVS and HGV Safety 

Standard Permit scheme including the move away from a standard that solely relies on direct vision to 

one that would permit 0 rated vehicles to enter the zone if they held a ‘permit’. Members were informed 

of the current TfL consultation as were encouraged to reply to it.  

FTA explained the Association’s view that the scheme should be self-accredited, along similar lines to 

the Operator Licensing regime, and members agreed with this position. There was concern that by 

adding driver training as one of the requirements for a permit, it would move the standard away from 

the vehicle and on to the driver, something that could lead to much confusion in future. The question 

was asked about if one of the technologies for safety failed during the operation of the vehicle, would 

this render the vehicle foul of the ban and open to enforcement? There needs to be a way to 

demonstrate compliance in this matter.  

 

Reform of HGV Road User Levy: Call for evidence 

Members were informed of the announcement made after the 2017 Budget that called for evidence to 

a possible revision of the HGV Road User Levy that could explore ways to make the Levy a more fully-

fledged road charging scheme. 

There was a second paper tabled that set out various illustrations that were designed to provoke debate 

in Council. Scenario 1 looked at the Levy being amended to drive a change in EURO class vehicles on 

the road and Scenario 2 looked at using the Levy to manage peak time trunk road use. There was 

broad agreement that Scenario 1 would not have much of an impact and that Clean Air Zones would 

have much more impact on procurement. Likewise, it was felt that Scenario 2 would simply increase 

costs as operators are driven by customer demand and need to be in certain areas at certain times. 

Council also expressed frustration that it is always the commercial sector that is targeted in such a way 

and any additional cost to business could see some companies that are ‘just about managing’ to decide 

to leave the industry entirely.   

 

Consultation on Highways England initial Report for RIS2 

Council was given a briefing and a second tabled document on the Major Route Network consultation. 

Members were also informed about a website on the Department for Transport’s website that mapped 

out all routes under consideration.   

 

East Midlands Regional Items 

Members were asked about possible future guest speakers to ensure a regional flavour to the meeting 

and suggestions included the regional DVSA officials to talk about vehicle road worthiness, the Clean 

Air Zones, local Careers Officers to discuss logistics. Members were encouraged to pass any suggestions 

back to the secretariat.   



  
 

AOB 

One member reported that it appeared that DVSA was operating a postcode enforcement rather than 

targeted enforcement in one area. It was suggested this could be as a result of internal issues within 

DVSA.  

One member asked about the phased closure of Oxford Street. He was pointed to the specific section 

in the Policy Report. 

FTA made an appeal for any member to join a testing programme of a DVLA led Digital Tachograph 

platform. All offers to be made through Ian Gallagher. 

Members were informed about the new Smart Motorway and a possible £100 and 3 point penalty if a 

vehicle was found to be in the closed lane, even if the lane closed as they were in it. 

 

Date of next meeting – 12 April 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


