
  

 

Greater London Freight Council Minutes 
 

Thursday 30 March 2017 
Amba Charing Cross Hotel, Strand 

London, WC2N 5HX 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 

 The meeting was chaired by Jerry Ward from the John Lewis Partnership 

 Members were reminded about the guidance of conduct at FTA meetings 

 Roundtable introductions were made and members were asked to identify their biggest challenges.  

These included ULEZ; Direct Vision Standard; driver recruitment and retention; managing existing 
London restrictions (PCNs, Cycle Superhighways, London Lorry Control Scheme); and tight margins and 
the cost of doing business in London. 

 

BUDGET UPDATE 

 In the March 2017 Budget, the UK Government announced that fuel duty would remain unchanged.  
Likewise, VED for HGVs and the HGV Road User Levy (RUL) were also frozen for a year from April 2017.  
However, they also announced that they planned to explore “appropriate tax treatment for diesels” and 
would make an announcement in the Autumn Budget.  Similarly, they intend to review the functioning of 

the RUL “to incentivise efficiency and improve air quality”.  From now on the Budget will be issued in the 
autumn – so the policy work under discussion will go to make policies to be announced in autumn this 
year to take effect for tax year 2018/9. 

 Members were briefed on a post-Budget meeting requested by FTA with the Treasury transport tax and 
spending teams.  The Association’s understanding is that the prime driver for change in both diesel 

vehicle taxation and reform of the HGV RUL is air quality.  However, the Government is also interested to 

see if more can be done to promote “efficient” use of the road network – i.e. encouraging HGVs to avoid 
peak use periods or routes. 

 Treasury will be conducting conversations through the summer in both one-to-one meetings and 
workshops/roundtables regarding what stakeholders want and do not want before making proposals in 
this Autumn’s Budget. 

 It was felt that the restrictions need to be more joined up to encourage vehicle movements off-peak.  
However, the Treasury proposals are likely to be aimed at the Strategic Road Network.  Any additional 

costs of upgrading vehicles would have to be passed onto customers as margins are so tight in the 
industry, there is only so much cost that can be absorbed by businesses. 

 Members would like FTA to put more pressure on Government to provide clarity and direction on 
refuelling and recharging infrastructure.  It was reported that only about 0.2 per cent of the fleet runs on 
anything other than diesel, so members want support for enabling the uptake of alternative fuels. 

 

REGIONAL ITEMS 

RG1 Emissions Surcharge 

 Members were briefed on the Mayor’s announcement on the introduction of a surcharge on older vehicles 
entering the Low Emission Zone from Monday 23 October. 

 There were some concerns about the impact of the Emissions Surcharge on specialist vehicles such as 
hearses and ice cream vans, but overall, most of industry already meets the Euro IV/4 standard 
required.  Members were more concerned about the Ultra-Low Emission Zone (ULEZ). 

 There were also concerns that once the cameras are in place for the ULEZ, it could make London-wide 
congestion charging/road pricing more attractive and feasible.    
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 They would like to see more help for smaller operators including a scrappage scheme and sunset clauses 
for businesses based within the zone. 

 

RD10 Direct Vision Standard 

 Members were updated on the latest progress with the development of a Direct Vision Standard for 
HGVs. 

 Members strongly felt that technology has an important role to play and should not be ignored in favour 
of a narrow focus on direct vision. 

 They also agreed that DfT should be taking the lead on setting standards, not locally elected Mayors. 

 

RG3 London Lorry Control Scheme review 

 Council was updated on the progress of the London Lorry Control Scheme review 

 

 Westminster City Council Diesel Parking Surcharge 

 Members were briefed on Westminster City Council’s plans to introduce a diesel surcharge on paid for 
parking in one of its parking zones. 

 Members felt that enough is already being done around emissions and that this is a distraction.  The 
strategy needs to be more joined up.  There were also rumours that Merton is looking to do something 

 

FOR DISCUSSION 

FT1 Brexit update 

 The Brexit White Paper, published by the UK government on 2 February, has provided FTA with a clearer 
view of its priorities, which have been confirmed by officials during bilateral meetings with FTA. Members 

were asked about the impact of Brexit on their businesses, their priorities and expectations from FTA and 
the government. 

 Members were asked if Brexit has affected their businesses to date and what impact they anticipate it 

will have, if any.  Members said that the biggest impact to date has been the exchange rate.  Some of 
the larger companies have dedicated teams leading on Brexit. 

 Members identified the biggest opportunities arising from Brexit is the potential growth in trade with 
other global markets. They also identified opportunities for some reform to legislation affecting the 

freight industry.  This included potential amendments of the Working Time Directive – in particular the 
six-hour rest rule.  However, they were happy with most other areas of legislation.   

 Members said that they wanted to see a greater emphasis on ensuring that foreign registered vehicles 
pay their fines such as the Dart Charge.  It was suggested that we need a way of identifying which 
hauliers are contravening cabotage rules as it leaves operators open to action from the Traffic 
Commissioner if they are subcontracting to non-UK hauliers.   

 Council wanted to be kept up to date with information from FTA as the Article 50 process progresses. 

 

RD2 Driver facilities 

 Comments from the last round of Freight Councils have helped the Association draft a Charter for 
Commercial Vehicle Operators on Driver Facilities, together with expectations from the industry on 
facilities within the new roads build programme, provision of services at rest and truck stops, and 

parking provision, within the local planning process, around distribution centres.  Members were invited 
to discuss the draft charter which will be taken to Road Freight Council for final approval. 

 Members were happy for distribution centres to cater for the 45-minute rest breaks, but not necessarily 
full overnight facilities.  City centres are a real challenge for finding somewhere to take breaks which is 
encouraging drivers to put their tachos on break when they are in fact doing other work. 

 

RD2 Clean Air Zones in UK Cities 
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 The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs is continuing to develop its revised air quality 
plan.  Latest intelligence is that it may result in a significant increase in the number of cities that will 
impose charges on non-Euro VI/6 HGVs and vans in future.  Members were asked to discuss the 

implications on their operations and whether they are willing to provide case studies. 

 The biggest area of concern was the impact on SMEs. They also felt that it would be particularly difficult 
for specialised vehicles to comply by 2019.  Members asked about support for smaller operators. It also 
reported that low entry vehicles have poorer fuel-efficiency – they felt that the safety and air quality 
agendas are not joined up. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

National Council 

 Thursday 4 May 2017 at One Great George Street (Parliament Square) London SW1P 3AD 

Date of next meeting 

 Thursday 15 June 2017 at the Amba Charing Cross Hotel 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

Chairman 

Jerry Ward    John Lewis Partnership  

 

Council Members 

James Adcroft    Tesco Distribution Ltd 

Nigel Barretto    Veolia UK 

Andrew Brady    Grundon Waste Management Ltd 

Jim Chappell    Transport & Travel Research Ltd 

Liam Clement-Smith   O’Donovan Waste Disposal Ltd 

Michael Colbourne   Veolia UK 

Robert Constant   Constant Consultancy Services Ltd 

Norman Harding   London Borough of Hackney 

Ken Harris    Euromix Concrete Ltd 

David Higginson   ADM Milling Ltd 

Steve Levison    Siemens Financial Services 

Sarah Maxwell    London Borough of Redbridge 

Mike Oliver    Berrymans lace Mawer LLP 

David Orriss    Euromix Concrete Ltd 

Peter Parle    FM Conway Ltd 

Robert Rose    Tradeteam 

Trevor Ross    Wincanton 

Ron Searle    Travis Perkins 

Paul Smith     Serco Ltd 

Richard Stanfield   Auto Electrical Services 

Charlie Stanford   Cemex UK Operations 

Bob Whitmore    London Fire & Emergency Planning Authority 

David Winchcombe   DPD Group UK Ltd  

 

Guests 

Denise Beedell    Federation of Small Businesses 

 

Apologies 

Dave Adams    London Borough of Redbridge 

Anthony Alfieri    Commercial Body Fittings Ltd 

Carl Booth    BOC Ltd 

Sam Court-Holmes   Commercial Body Fittings Ltd 

Bill Cox     Powerday Plc  

Richard Currie    UPS  
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Vince Dignam    Corporation of London 

Robert Mosley    Federal Express Europe Ltd 

Lesley Picket    GAP Group Ltd 

Simon Spelman    Cemex UK Operations 

Steve Willis    Transport & Travel Research Ltd 

 

FTA Staff 

Natalie Chapman   Head of Policy – London  

Christopher Snelling    Head of National and Regional Policy & Public Affairs 

Heidi Skinner    Policy & Public Affairs Manager  


