
  

 

Greater London Freight Council Minutes 
 

Thursday 19 June 2017 

Amba Charing Cross Hotel, Strand 
London, WC2N 5HX 

 

CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 

▪ The meeting was chaired by Jerry Ward from the John Lewis Partnership 

▪ Members received a Secretary’s report which included updates on the outcome of the General Election, 
Brexit and the Mayor’s Transport Strategy. 

 

EXTERNAL SPEAKERS 

Sarah Bell – Traffic Commissioner for London and the South East 

▪ Miss Bell attended Greater London Freight Council for the first time since her move from the South West 
to become Traffic Commissioner for London and the South East. 

▪ Members were briefed on other Traffic Commissioner changes since Richard Turfitt’s appointment as the 
new Senior Traffic Commissioner taking over from Beverly Bell.  Simon Evans has been appointed as 
Traffic Commissioner for the North West.  He was previously a deputy TC and a solicitor.  Tim Blackmore 
is the new Traffic Commissioner for the North East and has recently left the Army. 

▪ Miss Bell reported that the Traffic Commissioners are working with the Intelligence unit at DVSA and 
supporting their aim of targeting the serially non-compliant. A paper will be put before the Compliance 
Forum on 30th June 

▪ The new Vehicle Operator Licensing system (VOL) enables operators to upload documents with the aim 
to go paperless. It came online six months ago, but Miss Bell reported that 75 per cent of operators had 

out of date data.  Since its launch in November, the site has been accessed over 580,000 times with user 
satisfaction recently peaking at 84%. Members were encouraged to upload everything and not to do a 

mix of electronic and paper.  

▪ Members said that they would like the advertising process for Operator Licence applications to be sped 
up, but recognised that it would require a change to legislation. 

 

Lower Thames Crossing 

▪ Members were briefed by Rob Audsley and Jan Challis from Highways England about the Preferred Route 

Announcement (PRA) for the Lower Thames Crossing and the next steps for the scheme. 

▪ The PRA for the new crossing was announced by Transport Secretary Chris Grayling on 12 April.  A 
Statutory consultation expected in mid-2018, followed by a Development Consent Order Application in 
2019.  A final decision is likely to take place in 2020/21 with construction starting shortly after. 

 

REGIONAL ITEMS 

RG1 Ultra-Low Emission Zone consultation 

▪ Members were briefed on the Mayor’s proposals to bring forward the start date of the Ultra-Low Emission 
Zone from September 2020 to April 2019 and on the details of FTA’s draft response to the consultation. 

▪ Concerns were raised about the impact on orders of new specialised vehicles as they earlier start date 
for the ULEZ coupled with uncertainty about the star-ratings for the Direct Vision Standard meant that 

the lead times were being squeezed.  

▪ Members felt that the daily charge levels for non-compliant cars should be the same as for HGVs.  

▪ FTA’s final response can be viewed on the FTA website.  

 

 

https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/environment/air-quality-consultation-phase-2/?intcmp=47032
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/environment/air-quality-consultation-phase-2/?intcmp=47032
http://www.fta.co.uk/_galleries/downloads/private/responses_to_consultations/170623-proposed-changes-to-the-ulez-fta-response.pdf
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RG2 London Lorry Control Scheme Review 

▪ Members were briefed on the outcome of the London Lorry Control Scheme review.  London Councils has 

prepared a paper of recommendations which it submitted to their Transport and Environment Committee 
on the same day as Greater London Freight Council. (It was subsequently approved). 

▪ The report includes short-term (0-6 months), medium-term (6-18 months) and long-term (18 months+) 
recommendations.  Many of the short-term measures are already under way.  Whilst members were 
frustrated that some of the big potential opportunities for industry, such as reviewing the operating 
hours, the weight limit and the road network are medium or long-term, it should be noted that there will 
be local elections in London next May.  Therefore, fundamental changes to the scheme, which may be 
controversial with local residents are unlikely to be approved at a time when local councillors are seeking 
re-election.  The working group which FTA sits on will continue to meet on a quarterly basis to ensure 

that London Councils delivers on the report’s recommendations and to also keep the medium and long-
term recommendations, which will bring the biggest benefits to industry, on the table 

 

RG3 Oxford Street Transformation 

▪ Members were briefed on a joint Transport for London and City of Westminster consultation on major 

changes to Oxford Street and on FTA’s draft response.   

▪ The current consultation is not based on a fully developed set of proposals, but instead is seeking views 

on initial thoughts on what transforming Oxford Street could mean for bus services and taxis, as well as 
on the provisions that could be made for cyclists and freight. FTA reported that they along with several 
members had already had early discussions with the team developing the proposals. 

▪ During the day, most deliveries and servicing activities take place on the side roads along Oxford Street. 
However, if traffic is restricted from accessing Oxford Street, it could make the surrounding roads and 
the wider West End a lot busier.  

▪ FTA’s final response can be viewed on the FTA website.  

 

RG4 Closure of Bank Junction 

▪ Members were reminded about the closure of Bank Junction which came into effect in May.  Only buses 
and cyclists are permitted to access the junction and certain surrounding stretches of road from 7am to 

7pm Monday to Friday.  The closure has been introduced under an experimental traffic order which will 
run for up to 18 months before a decision is made whether to make the arrangement permanent.  

During this time, the City of London is seeking the views of road users.  Members are encouraged to 
share their experiences of the scheme both with the City of London and with FTA.  More information is 
available on the City of London website.   

 

RG5 Logistics Land availability in London 

▪ Members were briefed on a recent workshop by the University of Westminster which considered the 
challenge of diminishing warehousing land in central and inner London due to rising land values.  

 

FT6 Heathrow update 

▪ Alex Veitch, FTA's Head of Global Supply Chain Policy briefed members on FTA’s response the to the 
Heathrow consultation.  Generally, the Association was supportive, but had concerns about the impact of 

reduced night flights and in particular, several early morning arrivals which are crucial to air freight. 

▪ It is important that the industry remains engaged as the plans develop and members who are involved in 
air freight in any region of the UK are encouraged to join the FTA Air Freight Working Group, which is 

open to all members.  Those interested should contact Alex Veitch. 

▪ The industry needs to lobby Heathrow to ensure that freight is included in their surface access plans as 
they are more focused on passengers.  

 

FOR DECISION 

RD1 Reform of Road Transport legislation 

▪ The European Commission has published its Mobility Package which contains several legislative proposals 
revising the existing body of EU law for road transport. While these proposals are unlikely to enter into 

http://www.londoncouncils.gov.uk/node/31932
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/oxford-street/
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/oxford-street/
http://www.fta.co.uk/_galleries/downloads/private/responses_to_consultations/201706-oxford-street-transformation.pdf
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/services/transport-and-streets/traffic-management/Pages/Bank-On-Safety.aspx
http://www.fta.co.uk/_galleries/downloads/private/responses_to_consultations/heathrow-third-runway-response.pdf
mailto:aveitch@fta.co.uk
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force before Brexit, DfT has indicated that the UK could decide to implement them anyway, once adopted 
by the Council and the European Parliament.  Members’ views were sought on the proposals. 

▪ Members said that the gathering of data on employee numbers, assets, liabilities, equity and turnover 
will not be any huge additional burden.  However, supplying assets, liabilities and risk rating may be a bit 

of a headache, but this could be eased for larger companies if they can submit their audited accounts.   

▪ Members strongly felt that the cabotage rules should not change. 

▪ Members agreed that shippers and freight forwarders who knowingly commission transport services 
which require the operator to commit infringements should be subject to sanctions and that such 
legislation should clarify this would not divest a haulier of liability. 

▪ Members questioned the purpose of the proposal to prohibit member states from placing restrictions on 
established operators from using vehicles hired in another member state.  Whilst some said that by 

allowing a hired vehicle from another member state to be used for at least four months in a calendar 
year could be of some benefit, they did not believe that it needs to be four months.  If it was just 28 
days, it could go on the margin.  

▪ Some members felt that the proposed changes to weekly rest requirements would assist with their peak 
periods.   

▪ In relation to the proposals to phase out time-based user charges (vignettes) for international transport 
in favour or distance based charging, members they asked why the proposals seek to phase out the 

possibility of charges according to time of day as this is something they felt we should be encouraging. 

 

FOR DISCUSSION 

FT1 Shippers statement of weight 

▪ A new EU Directive comes into force in July 2017 which will require shippers to provide a ‘Statement of 
Weight’ to hauliers moving their goods via container and swap body consignments on domestic and short 
international maritime journeys.  The aim of the legislation is to help protect the operator/driver from 
being penalised if they are stopped by the police, the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) or 
local authorities and the vehicle is found to be overloaded due to the weight of the container or swap 

body being heavier than expected.  If the vehicle is found to be overloaded, the shipper could be found 
to be liable if they have not provided the statement of weight or if the declared weight is incorrect.  
Members were asked to discuss the impacts of the new legislation on their operations. 

▪ Members did not believe that it would provide very much protection for operators.   

 

RD2 Air Quality – Clean Air Zones 

▪ The Government has now issued its draft Air Quality Plan for the UK. Overall, there is much less detail 
than was hoped for, and uncertainty is likely to continue for some time. Members were briefed on the 
proposals. 

▪ Members were concerned that the local nature of the solutions would require lots of individual 

conversations and were concerned as to how this would be managed.  Members were of the opinion that 
local authorities need to assist with industry with enabling and incentivising the uptake of alternatively 
fuelled vehicles.  There was concern about the potential proliferation of different approaches and fleet 
registration schemes. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

National Council 

▪ Thursday 6 July 2017 at One Great George Street (Parliament Square) London SW1P 3AD 

Date of next meeting 

▪ Thursday 19 October 2017 at the Amba Charing Cross Hotel 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

Chairman 

Jerry Ward    John Lewis Partnership  
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Council Members 

Dave Adams    London Borough of Redbridge 

James Adcroft    Tesco Distribution Ltd 

Nigel Barretto    Veolia UK 

Andrew Brady    Grundon Waste Management Ltd 

Jim Chappell    Transport & Travel Research Ltd 

Michael Colbourne   Veolia UK 

Bill Cox     Powerday Plc  

Dominic Day    Day Aggregates 

Michael Dearle    Martin-Brower UK Ltd 

Nicky Francis    Auto Electrical Services 

Norman Harding   London Borough of Hackney 

Ken Harris    Euromix Concrete Ltd 

Ken Heels    West Horsley Dairy Ltd 

David Higginson   ADM Milling Ltd 

Steve Levison    Siemens Financial Services 

Sarah Maxwell    Corporation of London 

Andy Miles    A S Miles Consulting Ltd 

Rob Nicolaou    Howden Joinery Ltd 

Jacqueline O’Donovan   O’Donovan Waste Disposal Ltd 

Mike Oliver    Berryman Lace Mawer LLP 

David Orriss    Euromix Concrete Ltd 

Peter Parle    FM Conway Ltd 

Leslie Pickett    GAP Group Ltd  

Robert Rose    Tradeteam 

Trevor Ross    Wincanton 

Ron Searle    Travis Perkins 

Richard Stanfield   Auto Electrical Services 

Charlie Stanford   Cemex UK Operations 

Samantha Statham   Statham’s Motor Engineers Ltd 

David Wilson    Fleet Technology Limited 

David Winchcombe   DPD Group UK Ltd  

 

Guests 

Sarah Bell     Traffic Commissioner  

Eddie Cross    ProSolution Management Services Ltd 

Rob Audsley    Highways England 

Jan Challis    Highways England  

 

Apologies 

Anthony Alfieri    Commercial Body Fittings Ltd 

Denise Beedell    Federation of Small Businesses 

John Blakeley     Clancy Docwra Ltd 

Robert Constant   Constant Consultancy Services Ltd 

Sam Turner    Commercial Body Fittings Ltd 

Ray Govier    Hanson Cement Ltd 

Bob Haughton    HTC Solutions 

Bob Higginson    ADM Milling Ltd 

Robert Mosley    Federal Express Europe Ltd 

Laura Paton    Paton’s Transport Consultant Ltd 

Paul Smith     Serco Ltd 

Simon Spelman    Cemex UK Operations Ltd  

 

FTA Staff 

Natalie Chapman   Head of Policy – London  

Becki Terry    Environment Policy Manager  

Alex Veitch    Head of Global Policy, Global Shippers and European Policy 

Mark Walton     Member Relations Manager – South East  


