
  

 

Greater London Freight Council Minutes 
 

Thursday 19 October 2017 

Amba Charing Cross Hotel, Strand 
London, WC2N 5HX 

 

CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 

▪ The meeting was chaired by Jerry Ward from the John Lewis Partnership 

▪ Roundtable introductions were made 

▪ It was Robert Constant’s last Greater London Freight Council meeting after 30 years on the committee. 
However, he will still be involved with Freight by Water.  He was thanked for his many years of 

contribution to FTA. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

▪ Members received a Secretary’s report which included updates on FTA’s Budget submission; annual test 
availability in the South; proposed changes to driving licence thresholds for alternatively-fuelled vehicles; 
advice on claims under the truck price fixing cartel; and Brexit. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

RD3 Direct Vision Standard 

▪ Members were briefed by Hannah White from TfL on the latest proposals on the Direct Vision Standard 
including a proposal for a ‘safe system’ and HGV Safety Permit Scheme which are due to be consulted on 
in November. 

▪ Members were advised that the star-rating boundaries are under review 

▪ Members commented that manufacturers cannot redesign vehicles in such a short space of time and that 
if they design vehicle for just one city, it will be a niche market which will make them substantially more 
expensive. Redesigning a cab is a decade long multi-billion pound task, so they will not be doing this in 
London for 2020. 

▪ It was felt that the figures on HGV blind spots seem over-estimated and should be challenged. 

▪ It was suggested that there needs to be a greater emphasis on a mutual responsibility for cycle safety 
with more regulations and guidance for cyclist and better education and enforcement against not wearing 
ear phones, wearing hi-vis, lights.  

▪ Members would like someone from the Met Police Cycle Task Force or the Walking and Cycling 
Commissioner to attend a future meeting. 

▪ Since the meeting, the consultation on the Direct Vision Standard has been published and can be found 
on the TfL website.  The consultation is open until 24 January 2018 and will be discussed at the next 

Greater London Freight Council.  In the meantime, if members have any comments on the consultation 

to feed into FTA’s response, please email Natalie Chapman. Equally members are also encouraged to 
respond directly to the consultation either by using the online questionnaire or by emailing 
consultations@tfl.gov.uk.  

▪ Whilst the safe system proposal is a welcome move away from the narrow focus on direct vision, it has 
the potential to make the regulatory environment in London even more complex. If driver safety training 
is included as a mandatory element of the scheme, there are practical issues about how and where the 

training will be delivered, in particular for drivers who rarely visit London or for non-UK based fleets. It is 
also unclear how the standard will be assessed and a permit granted. The worst-case scenario is that to 
prove they meet the requirements of the safe system, operators could be forced to join FORS. So, FTA is 
suggesting that members push for self-accreditation (the system we use for O’licensing) to minimise 
bureaucracy and cost and that the requirements of the safe system should solely focus on the vehicle. 

 

Oxford Street Transformation 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/direct-vision-standard
mailto:nchapman@fta.co.uk
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/direct-vision-standards-phase-2/consultation
mailto:consultations@tfl.gov.uk
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▪ Sarah Rye from Westminster City Council briefed Council on proposals to transform Oxford Street ahead 
of the next public consultation on the scheme. 

▪ Members asked how Oxford Street is linking up with Camden’s Tottenham Court Roads, Baker Street and 
Bond Street schemes. Sarah advised that Camden sits on one of their working groups 

▪ Since the meeting, the consultation on the Transformation of Oxford Street West has been published and 
can be found on the TfL website.  The consultation is open until 17 December 2017.  If members have 
any comments on the consultation to feed into FTA’s response, please email Natalie Chapman. Equally 
members are also encouraged to respond directly to the consultation either by completing the Online 
Survey by emailing consultations@tfl.gov.uk.  

 

OTHER LONDON ITEMS 

FC1 Transport for London proposed Penalty Charge Notice increase 

▪ Members discussed TfL’s proposals to increase the Penalty Charge Notice (PCN) level for failing to pay 
the Congestion Charge and contravention of the rules of the red route network 

▪ Members agreed with FTA’s stance to oppose the proposals to increase the charge for red-route related 

PCNs and to question the data on ‘repeat offenders’.  It was commented that many transport companies 
repeatedly receive PCNs on the red route because there is no suitable alternative or because loading 
bays only allow for 20 minutes which is not long enough for many deliveries.  Allowing longer for one 
larger delivery makes.   

▪ A copy of FTA’s response to the consultation can be found on the FTA website. 

 

FC2 Mayor’s Transport Strategy 

▪ Members were briefed on FTA’s response to the Mayor’s draft Transport Strategy.  A copy of the 
response can be found on the FTA website.  

 

FOR DISCUSSION 

FT2 Good work: the Taylor Review of modern working practices  

▪ The Matthew Taylor Review of working practices proposed a new class of worker described as 
“Dependant workers status”. Members discussed the impact of this role in the industry. 

▪ Members want a really watertight definition of the proposed ‘dependent contractor’ status with no grey 
areas so they are clear about how to comply and to ensure that other companies don't simply try and 

find loopholes.  It was felt that it should be focussed on control and supervision, rather than who they 
usually work for.  However, there were some big concerns about this from the construction sector as 
their models are based on self-employed businesses.  

 

RD2 UK CO2 reduction target for road freight 

▪ The Department for Transport is in the process of defining a CO2 reduction target for the road freight 
sector. FTA has expressed concerns about the intended methodology; members discussed the early 
proposals. 

▪ Council felt that the target of improving diesel mpg efficiency in HGVs by 15 per cent by 2025 is 

unachievable as many companies have already been trying to improve mpg.  However, it was agreed 
that industry should accept it and go along with the concept of a voluntary industry target based on the 
examples of suggested support: 

▪ Continuation/extension of reduced duty levels for alternative fuels 

▪ Making the Longer Semi-Trailer a permanent feature of road regulations 

▪ Support for alternative refuelling and powering infrastructure 

▪ DfT support for a definition of an Ultra-Low Emission Truck for the purposes of grants schemes 

and relaxation of operating restriction (e.g. access to bus lanes, exemption from London Lorry 

Control Scheme, future iterations of Clean Air Zones) 

▪ Reduced road congestion through a more efficient road network 

▪ Increased rail freight through improved rail freight infrastructure and reduced costs (e.g. 

Government set Track Access Charges) 

https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/oxford-street/
mailto:nchapman@fta.co.uk
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/oxford-street/consultation/
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/oxford-street/consultation/
mailto:consultations@tfl.gov.uk
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/general/penalty-charge-notices/
http://www.fta.co.uk/_galleries/downloads/private/responses_to_consultations/20171110-tfl-consultation-on-increasing-the-pcn-level-fta-response.pdf
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/policy/mayors-transport-strategy/
http://www.fta.co.uk/_galleries/downloads/private/responses_to_consultations/171002-mts-fta-response.pdf


  

 01892 526171 • enquiries@fta.co.uk • www.fta.co.uk 

▪ DfT support for an information campaign amongst small operators to push take up of basic fuel 

efficiency options 

▪ It was felt that there are further things that can be done, but they come at a cost.  Congestion and the 

condition of the roads should be the first thing under consideration.  Alternatively-fuelled vehicle 
infrastructure is lacking and we need more incentives to encourage take-up.  The biggest area for 
opportunity identified by DfT is with small operators.  However, they need financial incentives to enable 
them to invest as they often don't have access to finance.  Government needs to be realistic about the 
costs of purchasing brand new vehicles especially specialist and low-mileage vehicles. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

UK Council 

▪ Thursday 2 November 2017 at One Great George Street (Parliament Square) London SW1P 3AD 

Date of next meeting 

▪ Thursday 11 January 2018 at the Amba Charing Cross Hotel 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

Chairman 

Jerry Ward    John Lewis Partnership  

 

Council Members 

Dave Adams    London Borough of Newham 

James Adcroft    Tesco 

Andrew Brady    Grundon Waste 

Liam Clement-Smith   O’Donovan Waste Disposal Ltd 

Michael Colbourne   Veolia UK 

Robert Constant   Constant Consultancy Services Ltd 

Bill Cox     Powerday Plc  

John Crosk    DHL Tradeteam 

Eddie Cross    Prosolution Management Services 

Diana Drummond   Art Logistics 

Nicky Francis    Auto Electrical Services 

Ray Govier    DPD Group UK Ltd 

Norman Harding   London Borough of Hackney 

David Higginson   ADM Milling Ltd 

Steve Levison    Siemens Financial Services 

Sarah Maxwell    Corporation of London 

John McDaid    McGrath Group 

Andy Miles    A S Miles Consulting Ltd 

Tony Murphy    Murphy Plant 

Mark Olden    Murphy Plant 

Mike Oliver    BLM 

David Orriss    Euromix Concrete Ltd 

Peter Parle    FM Conway Ltd 

Bob Rose    DHL Tradeteam 

Trevor Ross    Wincanton 

John Russell    London Borough of Redbridge 

Ron Searle    Travis Perkins 

Charlie Stanford   Cemex UK 

Richard Stansfield   Auto Electrical Services 

David Wilson    Fleet Technology Ltd 

David Winchcombe   DPD Group UK Ltd 

 

Guests 

Denise Beedell    Federation of Small Businesses 

Sarah Rye    Westminster City Council 

Tim Ward    Transport for London 

Hannah White    Transport for London  
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Apologies 

Nigel Barretto    Veolia UK 

Rachel Bullen    Cadent Gas Ltd  

Michael Dearle    Martin-Brower UK Ltd 

Bob Haughton    HTC Solutions 

Steve Willis    Transport and travel Research Ltd  

 

FTA Staff 

Natalie Chapman   Head of Policy – London  

Christopher Snelling    Head of National & Regional Policy and Public Affairs 

Rona Hunnisett    Head of PR and Media Relation 

Dom Fawls    Member Relations Manager 

 


