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a 

 

Attendees 

 

Gary Bennett 

David Berry 

Janice Dawson 

John Joyce 

Chris McKenzie 

Jeff Ritchie 

Alex Turner 

Mick Watson 

Kate Wilson 

 

Apologies 

 

Simon Allitt 

Chris Prince 

Tom Reay  

 

FTA Staff: Malcolm Bingham, Aimee Redmond, Andy Jones  

 

1. Introduction and welcome 

 

An introduction and welcome was given to new members Gareth Jones and Chris McKenzie.  

 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

 

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed as true and accurate with no matters 

arising. 

 

3. Issues arising from National Council on 8 November 2016, and attendance at UK 

Council on 2 February 2017 

 

Members were briefed on the discussion items at National Council on 8th November. It was 

confirmed that Jeff Ritchie and Mick Watson will attend the next UK Council meeting taking place 

on 2nd February.  

 

4. FTA Policy Wins 2016 

 

Council were briefed on the FTA’s Policy wins of 2016. 

 

5. Elections 

 

It was confirmed that Jeff Ritchie will continue to stand as Chairman of the Council whilst also 

acting a Road Freight Council representative alongside Mick Watson. The position of Vice 

Chairman remains open and Council were informed of the vacancy, along with the two deputy 

and the Rail Freight positions that are also open.  

 

6. Brexit 

 

Members were updated on developments impacting the transport sector in preparatory work for 

the UK’s departure from the European Union.  

 

7. Use of self-employed and agency workers 

 



 

Following several recent high-profile employment cases FTA has been reviewing its compliance 

advice on the use of self-employed workers in the industry, and also where this impacts upon 

agency workers also. Council were asked their approach to using self-employed workers.  

 

Council members agreed they do use self-employed workers primarily to cover sickness, holidays 

and also during peak season, however in when hiring for specific fleets there is a shortfall of the 

skills required and therefore provides difficulty when hiring agency workers for this specific work.  

 

It was also agreed the self-employed contractors are used by members, although it was 

highlighted to be a regional approach with some members finding the requirement to do so in 

the South. It was noted that some members see a benefit in the work delivered by self-

employed contractors in comparison to those that are full time employees of a company.  

 

8. Driver facilities 

 

Following an industry meeting with the Roads Minister members were asked to consider what 

might be included in a quality charter for driver facilities.  

 

Members agreed that they do provide facilities for visiting drivers, however the facilities available 

to third party haulage on a customer’s premise is complete depend on the customer and what 

they provide. It was noted that typically around industrial estates no parking and no waiting is 

enforced, although no alternative area for drivers is available. Concern was raised over potential 

tachograph infringements where a driver is over their working hours due to no adequate 

facilities, and members believe a greater understanding of the requirements is needed outside of 

the industry.  

 

It was suggested that when waiting restrictions are enforced an alternative must be in place for 

drivers.  

 

9. Truck manufacturers’ cartel case 

 

Council were joined by Sarah Clark of ASB Law in order to provide an update and advice 

regarding the Commission’s ruling, what happens next and what members can do if they think 

they may be entitled to compensation.  

 

Questions and comments raised after the presentation included; Are we liable for reselling? How 

does this effect a company that has since gone out of business? For trucks leased in 2011 for a 

7-year period are we still paying now? Why is the timescale capped at 2011, there has been no 

reduction in prices so how can they prove its not still ongoing? 

 

10.  Enforcement of light commercial vehicles  

 

The Department for Transport is expected to consult shortly on proposals to transfer funding of 

enforcement of light commercial vehicles onto the van MOT fee. Members were asked for their 

views on what the Association should be pushing for with regards to the forthcoming 

consultation.   

 

Council support a levy being added to the current MOT fee to fund enforcement however, did 

note that the enforcement must be beneficial and also questioned how noticeable enforcement 

can be defined. Members also agree with FTA’s position of opposing Government proposals that 

only the equivalent of the SEB contribution should be transferred to the van MOT scheme.   

 

11.  Driver CPC 

 

The European Commissioner is expected to publish proposals for changes to the Driver CPC 

Directive, Council were briefed on FTA’s position to the proposals and asked to consider if this 

should be amended. 

 



 

Members suggested that a minimum of one mandatory road safety module should be included 

within the Driver CPC training. It was agreed that companies should have more involvement in 

how their drivers train in order to tailor courses and be specific to their business.  

 

It was agreed that drivers should not be able to repeat the same course across a 5-day training 

schedule, and reducing training to 3.5 hours would bring no benefit to companies as this 

complicates the planning and scheduling of employees resulting in higher costs. 

 

Overall Council agree that FTA’s policy on periodic training should remain unchanged.  

 

12.  Autumn statement 

 

Members were briefed on the outcomes of the Chancellor’s Autumn statement including the 

continuing freeze of fuel duty, infrastructure investment, increase in insurance premium tax, 

future transport and environment and increase in national living wage.  

 

13.  Regional items 

 

Members were updated on the process to elect local Mayors in the North of England and the 

potential effect they will have on freight operations.  

 

14.  Any other issues raised by members  

 

Technical changes to motor insurance was raised at the end of the meeting to inform members 

of a Government published consultation from December 2016. The main objective of the 

consultation is to provide more victims of motor vehicle accidents with a straightforward route 

for claiming compensation where the user is at fault. A document outlining the proposed changes 

was circulated to all members. Members suggested the comprehensive option would be 

preferred, however can a pay as you drive scheme be introduced to insure privately owned cars 

that are kept off the road do not require annual insurance.  

 

Members raised concern regarding the decline in vehicle dealerships and vehicle part suppliers in 

the North East area.   

 

The next meeting of the regional council will be held on Tuesday 4th April at Ramside Hall.   


