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Attendees 

 

Alan Beech  Bill Francis  Kevin Riley  Andrew Woolfall 

Andy Blythe   Les Grabarz  David Rooney  Aaron Powell   

Tim Branche  Roy Holt  Ian Rowe  Deborah Chen 

Mark Burnside Rob Leslie  Jenny Taylor  Craig Fisher 

John Clueit  Carl Milton  John Thomas  David Bonehill 

Phil Cockbain  Michelle Miller  Paul Thomas   

Dave Cramp  Dave Parr  Paul Walker 

Charlie Decker Simon Redfern Peter Wells 

Andrew Drewary Brad Richardson John Wilson 

 

Apologies 

 

Halime Civcar 

Paul Connell  

Peter Heston 

Christopher Higginbottom 

Sharon Hignett 

Lee Jackson 

Garry Lewis 

Ian McKay 

Lycrecia Rea 

Allan Ward 

 

FTA Staff: Malcolm Bingham, Ian Gallagher, Aimee Redmond, Ailsa Watson, Ally Salter, Stephen 

Kelly.  

 

1. Introduction and welcome 

 

An introduction and welcome was given to new members Deborah Chen, David Bonehill, Charlie 

Decker, Bill Francis, Les Grabarz, Simon Redfern, Brad Richardson, Paul Thomas, John Wilson 

and Michelle Miller.  

 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

 

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed as true and accurate with no matters 

arising. 

 

3. Issues arising from National Council on 8 November 2016, and attendance at UK 

Council on 2 February 2017 

 

Members were briefed on the discussion items at National Council on 8th November. It was 

confirmed that Andrew Woolfall and John Thomas will attend the next UK Council meeting taking 

place on 2nd February.  

 

4. FTA Policy Wins 2016 

 

Council were briefed on the FTA’s Policy wins of 2016.  

 

 

 

 



 

5. Elections 

 

Elections for a new chairman took place with John Thomas confirmed to take over the position 

from the next meeting in April, the position of Vice Chairman is also open to any interested 

members.  

 

It was confirmed current Road Freight Council representatives David Owen, John Thomas and 

Carl Milton will continue, and a fourth position is open. Andrew Woolfall will continue as a deputy 

Road Freight Council representative.  

 

6. Brexit 

 

Members were updated on developments impacting the transport sector in preparatory work for 

the UK’s departure from the European Union.  

 

7. Use of self-employed and agency workers 

 

Following several recent high-profile employment cases FTA has been reviewing its compliance 

advice on the use of self-employed workers in the industry, and also where this impacts upon 

agency workers also. Council were asked their approach to using self-employed workers.  

 

The majority of members agreed they do use agency drivers for covering sickness and holidays, 

although members questioned exactly what is meant by self-employed and whether this means a 

driver owns their own vehicle. It was noted that some members believe the industry is so 

fragmented that using agency drivers is the only way to secure drivers.  

 

8. Driver facilities 

 

Following an industry meeting with the Roads Minister members were asked to consider what 

might be included in a quality charter for driver facilities.  

 

It was suggested by members that facilities at distribution centres are not consistent with one 

another and more education is required on what is required in terms of facilities for drivers. 

Other suggestions from Council included using other countries i.e. USA and Canada, as examples 

and models in order to provide the correct facilities. It was also noted that large trunk roads are 

also lacking in driver facilities and need to be considered within the charter.  

 

9. Truck manufacturers’ cartel case 

 

Council were joined by Sarah Clark of ASB Law in order to provide an update and advice 

regarding the Commission’s ruling, what happens next and what members can do if they think 

they may be entitled to compensation.  

 

Questions and comments raised after the presentation included; How does it affect leased 

vehicles? How does this apply to trucks within Europe? Why has it stopped at 2011, prices have 

not been seen to decrease since then?  

 

10.  Enforcement of light commercial vehicles  

 

The Department for Transport is expected to consult shortly on proposals to transfer funding of 

enforcement of light commercial vehicles onto the van MOT fee. Members were asked for their 

views on what the Association should be pushing for with regards to the forthcoming 

consultation.   

 

It was agreed by Council that the first MOT test should remain at 3 years. Members also do not 

want to see an increase in the MOT fee, although it was stressed by members that while 

extending the time on testing is not a priority managing road risk is, if the service and 

maintenance is of a high standard then the timing of an MOT test is not necessarily relevant.   



 

 

11.  Driver CPC 

 

The European Commissioner is expected to publish proposals for changes to the Driver CPC 

Directive, Council were briefed on FTA’s position to the proposals and asked to consider if this 

should be amended. 

 

It was agreed by members that periodic training must be open and flexible for companies and 

their drivers, and they do not want to be mandated with compulsory modules. The content of 

modules along with the delivery and participation is seen as key to provide the most beneficial 

training to drivers.  

 

Members suggested attending a 3.5-hour course is not beneficial due to the disruption in 

scheduling this would cause for resourcing. However, having the flexibility to divide a seven-hour 

training course into two different modules is viewed as beneficial as members believe not all 

modules require seven hours of study.   

 

12.  Autumn statement 

 

Members were briefed on the outcomes of the Chancellor’s Autumn statement including the 

continuing freeze of fuel duty, infrastructure investment, increase in insurance premium tax, 

future transport and environment and increase in national living wage.  

 

13.  Regional items 

 

Members were updated on the process to elect local Mayors in the North of England and the 

potential effect they will have on freight operations.  

 

Discussions around biomass trains departing from the port of Liverpool were had with member’s 

expressing concern over the lack of slots available on the railway which is in turn resulting in 

higher road use. Alternative rail routes were suggested by members in order to alleviate the 

demand for rail use.  

 

14.  Any other issues raised by members  

 

Technical changes to motor insurance was raised at the end of the meeting to inform members 

of a Government published consultation from December 2016. The main objective of the 

consultation is to provide more victims of motor vehicle accidents with a straightforward route 

for claiming compensation where the user is at fault. A document outlining the proposed changes 

was circulated to all members.  

 

The next meeting of the regional council will be held on Tuesday 25th April at Wrightington Hotel, 

Wigan.   


