
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MINUTES 
Of meeting held on Thursday 12th April 2018 at Coca Cola HBC, Lisburn 

 
  

 

Welcome and Introductions 
 
The Vice-Chair Pamela Dennison opened the meeting at 0930am and extended a welcome to everyone and 

welcomed new council members Brian Welsh, Liam McConway, Maire Claire Reid and Damian Kerin. 

 

Apologies 
 

The apologies received are recorded at the foot of the minutes. 

 
Minutes of last meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th January 2018 were approved - proposed by Jeff Shaw and seconded 
by Mark Laughlin. 

 

Guidance on conduct of FTA meetings 
 
Members were advised to familiarise themselves with the guidance for conduct of FTA meetings involving 
members 

 
Presentation by Coca Cola HBC 
 

Brian Welsh and Liam McConway gave council members a very informative and interesting tour of the gallery 
area around the Coca Cola HBC factory. 

 

 

Issues arising from National Council on 1st February 2018 and attendance at 

National Council on 9th May 2018. 
 
Members were updated on recent developments and the latest FTA Business and Financial Performance.  

 
 

Secretary’s Report 
 
Seamus Leheny updated council on issues including Brexit, EU Mobility Package, Apprenticeship and 
Employment Issue. 

 
Sally Gilson updated members on Apprenticeships and FTA’s policy and FTA campaign work in this area 
nationally and regionally. 

 

For Discussion: 
 

Consultation on Use of a Mobile Phone While Driving – Review of Existing Offence 
and Associated Penalties for Northern Ireland 
 

Northern Ireland Freight 
Council 



Members were asked for feedback on questions outlined in the consultation paper and agreed om responses as 

follows:- 
 

1. Do you think that driving while using a hand-held mobile phone is dangerous? 
 
Council members agreed overwhelmingly Yes to this question. 
 

2. Do you think there should be an increase in the Fixed Penalty Notice fine (currently £60) for this 
offence? 

 
Council members agreed that Option 3 on the consultation document would be the preferred option in 
that fines should be increased to £200 for all drivers including HGV/bus drivers to match new 
regulations in other regions in the UK and provide simplicity and parity between regions. 
 

3. Do you think there should be an increase in Penalty Points (currently three points) for this offence? 
 

Council members agreed that again for simplicity and parity between UK regions, penalty points should 
be increased to 6 points for all drivers including HGV/bus drivers to match new regulations in other 
regions in the UK. 
 

4. The Department proposes to amend the working of the mobile phone offence in legislation.  Do you 

agree with the Department’s intention to make it illegal to “hold” or “use” a hand-held mobile phone? 
 

Council members agreed with the changes proposed by the Department 
 

5. Do you agree with the Department’s intention to make it illegal to “use” a hands-free phone by touching 
it while it is in the dashboard holder/cradle or attached to the handlebars of a motorbike? 

 
Council members felt that further clarification was required relating to devices that form an integral part 
of the vehicle/dashboard. 
 

6. Do you have any further comments about penalties or the proposed change to legislation for the mobile 
phone offence? 

 

Council members expressed a requirement for increased enforcement for these specific offences. 

 
FT1 – Road Pricing 

 
Members were asked to review the principles which should guide FTA’s approach to the development of future 
road and transport pricing. 
 

1. Do members feel the above statements form the correct basis for an FTA position on Road 

User Charging?  Which would you change/not use, what would you add? 

 
Council members expressed that any proposals for road charging must not be used as another tax on 
road users and operators, road charging must be a replacement and not an additional tax.  Council 
members asked how the tax would be collected.  ANPR was mentioned as a possible route for collection 
however, some council members suggested another possibility would be onboard units similar to others 

throughout Europe.   Other comments raised by council members were that any discussions or 
proposals around this need to be reviewed within a bigger picture and regionally, for example, public 
transport options are limited particularly in NI. 

 
 

 

 
 

RD1 & RD2 – Severe Weather 
 
Council discussed the impact of the severe weather experience in the UK in February and March, and made 

recommendations, including on the resilience of the network, warning systems deployed and the 
implementation of exemptions and relaxations of drivers’ hours rules. 
 
 
 



RD1 
Members’ feedback was sought on the following:   
 

• it is important to understand the effect of the road closures so that the Association can feed 
that back in discussions with the relevant authorities 

• we know that most operators were taking note but some operators and drivers carried on 
using the roads, even when red warnings were issued. FTA is keen to understand why that 
might have happened and what would be meaningful to operators and drivers to make the 
advice clear on what operators need to do in these circumstances 
 
Council members asked who makes the decision for operators’ to “ignore” a red weather warning and 
send out their drivers, concerns were raised around potential issues with insurance cover.   Other issues 

especially in NI was the weather was very localised.  Some areas of the province had no snow and 
other areas were snowed in.  Some council members concerns were in relation to local infrastructure 
with clearing and gritting of roads.  Consensus from council was that there needs to be more work done 
in this area, for example, if an operating centre is not located on a gritting route, could they be given 
special assistance in severe weather circumstances given the nature of some essential 
operations/deliveries? 

 

RD2 
• Members discussed the Department’s new guidance on drivers’ hours relaxations and what 

the potential effect is on operations. 

 
Council members discussed the issue that possibly the negatives of a relaxation outweigh the potential 

benefits. 

 

RD3 – Driver Safety and Behaviour 
 
Members discussed the issues they face in managing drink and drug use in drivers and employees, and 
approaches to hands-free mobile phone use. 

 
FTA is not looking to define a policy in these areas, rather assess prevailing views and identify if 
industry requires further support, either from FTA or from Government.  
 
Members discussed:  

• experiences and issues they have faced in the management of drink and drug behaviour 

 
Council members agreed overall their biggest issue with managing driver behaviour in this area is 

getting policies approved by HR departments.  Some members do random checks and quarterly checks 
in their organisations, these are written into contracts of employment.  Statistically members agreed 
that random checking can have a positive effect but employees can get “savvy” with ways of cheating 
test.   
 
Other issues raised included: - 

o significant expense in buying equipment and training staff to use equipment 
o Difficult to police when drivers are working remotely – how does an operator assess that they 

are fit to work in some circumstances.   
o Particular care is required with policies and due diligence in rehabilitating drivers. 

 
• is there any further support industry requires? 

 

No comments 
 

• would members feel comfortable reporting to the Traffic Commissioner vocational drivers 
they had dismissed for disciplinary transgressions regarding drink and drugs? 
 
General consensus with council members was that they wouldn’t report to enforcement bodies. 
 

 
• should industry adopt a voluntary policy restricting use of handsfree mobile phones in 

commercial vehicles? 

 
Council members unanimously agreed yes 

 



 

Presentation on Transport Apprenticeships by Ian Freeburn, SEETEC 
 
Ian Freeburn and Aaron McNeill  from Seetec gave members a presentation on their apprenticeship scheme in 
NI.  The Scheme has now expanded geographically and can now be delivered to apprentices and companies 
outside the Belfast area.  Council members encouraged to contact Ian for any interest in registering for the 
scheme. 

 

 
Progress on Recent Items: 

 
 
RD4 – Road Haulage Bill 

 
Members were updated on the progress of the Road Haulage Bill relevant to Northern Ireland. 
 
Seamus Leheny informed council members NI Operators will be exempt from this legislation. 

 

RD10 – HGV Road User Levy 
 
Member were briefed on changes to the HGV Road User Levy to be announced shortly 

 

 
Regional Items: Northern Ireland 

 
  
FC30 Northern Ireland Road Safety Forum 

 
Seamus Leheny updated council on meeting hosted by the Dept of Infrastructure on 24th January 2018, in 
particular highlighting the delay in implementing new legislation relating to lower drink drive limits for 

vocational drivers.  The delay still relates to the availability of appropriate hardware being sourced by the Home 
Office. 
 
Seamus Leheny also thanked members for responding to recent survey relating to HGV Speed limits in NI.  

Following discussion around this at the meeting, the department agreed to consider FTA’s request to replicate a 
similar scheme to the pilot scheme on the A9 in Scotland and proposed a follow-up meeting to discuss in May 
2018. 
 
 
FC31 Department for Infrastructure Business Forum 

 
Seamus Leheny updated council members on meeting at the Road Safety Forum also in January.  Permanent 
Secretary, Peter May invited FTA and other trade bodies onto a working group to discuss various items 

including roads maintenance, funding for capital projects, congestion charging and Brexit. 
 
FC32 HGV Speed Limits 

 
Seamus Leheny updated council members on meeting with Department for Infrastructure  
 

FC33 Invest NI 

 
Seamus Leheny updated council members on invitation to present alongside HMRC to over 100 members of 
staff who engage directly with local businesses in NI.  The presentation considered Brexit and logistics and 
focused on administrative procedures. 

 

 
 

 
 



FC34 Brexit Logistics Site Visit 

 
Seamus Leheny updated council members on site visit at FTA member Derry Refrigerated arranged on behalf of 

local government departments including Dept. of Economy, Dept. of Infrastructure and the NI Statistics and 

Research Agency.  The five senior civil servants agreed with was a very insightful and worthwhile visit that 
would be used as evidence in their internal communications and presentations regarding Brexit and the Irish 
Border. 
 
 
 

 
 

AOB 
 
Sally Gilson reminded council members of the recent Matthew Tayler report regrading agency and self-
employed workers.  There are some significant proposals being worked on now and Sally asked if any council 
members particularly those employing agency or self-employed workers to contact her if they would be 
interested in taking part in a round table discussion. 
Seamus Leheny wished former FTA colleague and new Freight Council member Charlene Quayle best of luck in 
her new role at member RiverRidge Recycling and gave thanks for her excellent work for members while at 

FTA. 

 
 

Date of Next meeting – 09.30 Thursday 14th June 2018 at Clifton House, North 

Queen Street, Belfast, BT15 1EQ 
 

 

 

ATTENDANCE LIST 

 

                                                            

Present Apologies Also in Attendance 
Gary Barnes – Balloo Hire 

Brendan Beggan – Whitemountain 
Victor Carson – Musgrave Retail Partners 

Pamela Dennison – WS Dennison 
Brian Elliot – Translink 
Damian Kerin – Dennison Commercials 
Clive Kerrigan – Allied Bakeries 
Mark Laughlin – Beattie Distribution Services 

Billy Leader - DFDS 
James Mannis – Ards & North Down BC 
Liam McConway – Coca Cola 
Barry McDonnell – Link It Logistics 
Charlene Quayle - RiverRidge 
Maire-Claire Reid – TST Transport 

Jeff Shaw – Ards & North Down BC 
Aaron Tenant – BOC 
Stephen Thompson – RiverRidge 
Brian Welsh – Coca Cola 
John Workman – Musgrave Retail Partners 
Amanda Wylie – Kennedy’s Law 
Aaron McNeill – Seetec 

Ian Freeburn - Seetec 
 
 

Phillip Wylie – Wylie Transport 

Pascal Manley – Archway Products 
Billy Dougan – Gray & Adams 

Lynda Gregg – Antrim & Newtownabbey 
BC 
Paul Roberts – McQuillan Group 
Gearoid Gilheany – Quinn Building 
Products 

Eimear Flanagan – Balcas 
Laura Woods – Linwoods 
Dan Carey – Dale Farm 
Matthew Keys – Diamond Trucks 
Michael Campbell – Mar-Train 
Tania McShane – Surefreight 

John Purdy – TBF Thompson 
Andy Spence – WAS Training 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Seamus Leheny – FTA 

Jayne Currie – FTA 
Sally Gilson – FTA 

 

 

                                                                                                                                             


