
 

Scottish Freight Council Minutes 

For the meeting held in: 

 

Best Western Garfield House Hotel  

Cumbernauld Road 

Stepps 

Glasgow 

G33 6HW   on 18th January 2017 

 

Chaired by Stephen Halleran 

1 Introduction and Welcome  

Council welcomed Jonathan Stevens of ASB Law (see item 9). 

State of Trade was reported generally positive business in the private sector with continuing sweating 

of assets in the public sector. Driver and staff recruitment issues remained. 

2 Minutes of last meeting  

These were accepted as a true and accurate record. Proposed by Carl Olufsen, Seconded by Alan 

Campbell. 

3 Issues arising from UK Council on 8th November 2016, and attendance at UK Council 2nd 

February 2017 

Members were briefed on the issues arising from FTA UK Council on 8th November (see Minutes 

attached). 

4 FTA policy wins 2016  

Members were briefed on these: the finalised FTA document is circulated in FTA ENews 25th January 

2017. 

5 Elections  

Council elected its Representatives to the UK modal Freight Councils, and also its Chair and vice 

Chairs as follows: 

Chairman: Stephen Halleran, ADM Milling 

Vice-Chairman: Alex McPhee, JW Suckling 

UK Council Road Freight Council Representatives: 

- Alex McPhee, JW Suckling 



- Greg Paterson, BOC 

- Graham Rennie, Bidvest  

- Willie Crawford, GAP Group 

6 UK Secession from the EU 

Members were updated on developments impacting the transport sector in preparatory work for the 

UK’s departure from the European Union (See Activities Report Items FT2 and FT3). 

7 Use of self-employed and agency workers  

Following several recent high-profile employment cases FTA has been reviewing its compliance advice 

on the use of self-employed workers in the industry, and also where this impacts upon agency 

workers also. Council discussed approaches to using self-employed workers (See Activities Report 

Item FT1). 

Members reported that they did use Agency workers to cover holiday / sickness / seasonal needs. 

However some firms do not use due to product / vehicle specific safety induction requirements. As 

regards use of self-employed workers members reported that they have tended to go away from this 

due to PAYE issues and if necessary use sub-contractors instead. Security clearance issues in some 

sectors can preclude use of Agency / self-employed. 
 

8 Driver facilities  

Following an industry meeting with the UK Roads Minister, members were asked to consider what 

might be included in a quality charter for driver facilities (See Activities Report item RD3). 

Members stated that they do allow visiting drivers to use facilities at their sites. Some did though 

report complaints by own staff at treatment of facilities by visiting drivers.  Some members reported 

security reasons for requiring visiting drivers to park off-site but that they were first allowed to use 

facilities. 

9 Truck manufacturers’ cartel case  

Members received a brief presentation from representatives of ASB Law who outlined possible 

approaches open to operators wishing to pursue action against vehicle manufacturers involved in the 

recent European price fixing case.   

10 Enforcement of light commercial vehicles  

The UK Department for Transport is consulting shortly on proposals to transfer funding of 

enforcement of light commercial vehicles onto the van MOT fee (See Activities Report item RD1). 

In principle, members supported a levy being added to the MOT fee to fund noticeable and effective 

enforcement in the light commercial vehicle sector if get added value: the question raised was of 

tracking where that money does go, there was felt to be no transparency due to Police involvement 

too. The feeling was that vans as part of an HGV Operator fleet were generally well taken care of 

from a compliance perspective, the issue was van only fleets or one man operators. The feeling also 

was that vans should be tested from day one. Fees for test slots would need to be increased as the 

fee goes to Test Centre. An alternative suggestion was to put a levy on vans that need to go for re-

test to protect parity of innocent party or to put a fee on the ability to operate light commercial 

vehicles. Also in Scotland DVSA Powers to Stop vans are only for Drivers Hours.   

 



Members agreed with FTA’s position of opposing Government proposals that only the equivalent of 

the single enforcement budgets current contribution to van enforcement should be transferred to the 

van MOT scheme. 

Members also reminded that as other agencies such as Police and DWP or SEPA are likely to be 

involved in roadside enforcement too. The Test facility gets the fee for prohibition removal. Figures 

for prohibitions are high when targeted but not so for random (as per non OCRS fleet check). Another 

suggestion was pay for the levy out of fines on the van sector? 
 

11 Driver CPC  

The European Commissioner is expected to publish shortly proposals for changes to the Driver CPC 

Directive. Any changes would be likely to come onto the UK’s statute books before it leaves the EU 

(see Activities Report Item RD2). 

Most members present did not agree that FTA’s policy on periodic training should remain unchanged 

as they felt it should not be left to Drivers and Operators to decide to choose content and that it 

should be mandated of core (e.g. Load security, Drivers' Hours and Records, Vehicle Walk Round 

Checks) and optional modules (relating to O-Licence requirements of drivers). Some members did 

support also being able to include First Aid, Fire Safety, Manual Handling and Customer Service more 

appropriate to their business needs as there are more course options commercially available now. 

Members felt that the 7 hour slots should be breakable into 3.5 hours. Also that repetitive content 

should not be allowed, and 5 days of repeating same course (that is currently technically possible) 

should be prohibited. 

Members supported including a testing element to DCPC though not necessarily with pass / fail but 

feedback. 

12 UK Autumn statement  

Members were briefed on the outcomes of the UK Chancellor’s Autumn statement (See Activities 

Report Item FT10).    

13 Technical Changes to Motor Insurance 

On the 20 December 2016 the Government published a consultation on Technical Changes to Motor 

Insurance. The principal policy objective of this consultation is to provide more victims of motor vehicle 

accidents with a straightforward route for claiming compensation where the user is at fault. This will 

be achieved by requiring the users of a wider range of vehicles to have insurance. Member states are 

required to amend domestic legislation due to a broader interpretation of the Motor Insurance Directive 

brought about by a European Court of Justice ruling in 2014. (The Vnuk judgment). Council was asked 

to comment on the DFT interpretation of the changes this will ultimately inform Government in how to 

implement domestic change and influence at a European Level.  

 

Members preferred Option 2 (Amended Directive) as a compliance approach by Government. 

On the question of enforcement - what approach, either full or light touch should the government 

adopt, what should this look like? Members felt that they could not commit comment till know scope. 

On the question of should all SORN vehicles be required to have third party insurance under the 

comprehensive option 1 and do members see any issues with SORN under option 2? Members felt 

that Public Liability Insurance should cover. 

On the question of which factors provide the most suitable basis for deciding which types of newly-in-

scope vehicles to derogate? Members felt that Public Liability Insurance should cover. 



On the question of do you think that the Government should add either a sunset clause or a review 

clause in any new Regulations stemming from this consultation, please explain why? Members 

answered Yes. 

14 Scottish Items 

- Scottish Government National Transport Strategy Review 

Following the announcement of the National Transport Strategy (NTS) Review in its Programme for 

Government, a Partnership Group of stakeholders including FTA is being formed. The group will cover 

among other items, Terms of Reference of this Partnership Group (including membership and way of 

working in partnership including co-production), scope of the NTS review, its outline timeline, NTS 

working groups and early engagement narrative (See Activities Report Item RG25).  

 

There will also be consultation with the Scottish Freight Logistics Advisory Group of which FTA is a 

stakeholder. The NTS Review is intended to bring a new Scottish Strategic Transport Projects Review 

(STPR2). Unlike the previous NTS the intention is not to have a daughter freight document (last time 

the Freight Action Plan had started before the NTS so was adopted as a daughter document) rather to 

have freight included within it but not to cut across recent documents such as the Scottish Rail 

Freight Strategy. 

 

14 Any Other Issues Raised by Members 

One member raised the issue of vehicle fuel tanks being damaged by loose manhole covers. Utilities 

members raised the thefts of these and their possible disturbance is potentially linked to the above. 

A separate issue raised was inadequacy of Government funding for alternative fuelled vehicles, with 

little re-fuelling / charging capability north of the central belt or in rural areas. Local Authorities it was 

felt should be incentivised to provide this infrastructure and make available (in depots) to the general 

public. 

15 Dates of next meetings 

The remaining 2017 meetings of the Scottish Freight Council will be held at the Garfield House Hotel 

commencing with a buffet lunch at 1200 on: 29th March, 14th June, 1st November. 

17 Present 
Allan Campbell, Malcolm Group 

Bill Morton, Perth & Kinross Council 
Rennie Mitchell, Babcock 
Scott Blyth, Clackmannanshire Council 

Colin Millar, XPO Logistics 
Jemma Deans, DHL 

Stephen Ferns, Royal Mail 
Alex McPhee, JW Suckling 
Findlay Robertson, Enviro-Clean 

Gordon Mitchell, North Ayrshire Council 
Stephen Halleran, ADM Milling 

Derek Smith, Royal Mail 
John Menzies, Amey 
Carl Olufsen, Markon 

Susan Wood, Caledonian Logistics 
Sandy Duff, Scottish Water 

Billy Gibson, Paper Shredding Services 
 
Apologies 



Sharon Currie, Forth Ports 

Graham Rennie, Bidvest 
Allan Hughes, Menzies Distribution 

Andy Starkey, Carillion 
Ian Adam, Streamline Shipping 

Stewart Ferrie, Royal Mail 
Alasdair Ferguson, Ferguson Transport 
Gordon Wilson, Gogar Services 

Ian Moir, Marshalls 
Craig Chirrey, XPO Logistics 

Tracey Cochran, Tesco 
Greg Paterson, BOC 

 

In Attendance 
Chris MacRae, FTA 

Robert Herriot, FTA 
Fiona Bartels, FTA 
Margaret Simpson, FTA 

Jonathan Stevens, ASB Law 
 


