
 

Scottish National Freight Council Minutes - November 2017 

For the meeting to be held in: 

 

Best Western Garfield House Hotel  

Cumbernauld Road 

Stepps 

Glasgow 

G33 6HW   on 1st November 2017 

 

Chaired by Stephen Halleran 

 

1 Introduction and Welcome 

Council welcomed Chris Seagriff of Berendsen and Stephen Landsborough of Babcock International.   

2 State of Trade 

Members reported a generally busy quarter in the run up to Christmas except those in the utilities 

sector for whom the period can be quieter. Driver quality recruitment remained a current issue. 

3 Rail freight modal shift opportunities 

Following the launch of Transport Scotland’s Rail Freight Policy “Delivering the Goods”, and the 

associated promotional guidance “Delivering your Goods” Transport Scotland held a series of 

workshops over the recent months jointly with FTA and CILT aimed at explaining the benefits of rail 

freight to potential Scottish customers. Members were updated on this and also received a 

presentation from David Young, Business Development Manager at Network Rail. A copy of the 

presentation is attached with the circulation of these Minutes 

4 Minutes of last meeting 

These were accepted as a true and accurate record. Proposed by Graham Rennie, Seconded by Carl 

Olufsen.  

5 Issues arising from FTA UK Council on 6th July 2017, and attendance at FTA UK Council 

9th November 2017.   

The Senior Traffic Commissioner Richard Turfitt had presented to UK Road Freight Council on issues 

on the Service Level Agreement of DVSA to operators and reducing O Licence application waiting 

times (the report is in the Minutes of UK Council available on the Members’ website). Other matters 

discussed included Air Quality and the London Direct Vision Standard. The EU Mobility Package had 

also been discussed with a line adopted of opposition to the extension of cabotage to an unlimited 

amount in five days and opposing restrictions where rest could be taken and the entry of locations, all 

as per the line adopted previously at Scottish Freight Council. 

6 Secretary’s report 



Council was updated on issues including Brexit, the Budget, vehicle test availability, regulatory 

thresholds for alternatively fuelled vehicles, truck cartel, and clamping in Kent.  

Brexit – FTA’s Brussels team continues to work on the issues and a member of the Global Policy team 

is on secondment two days per week to Revenue & Customs on policy matters. FTA is pushing on the 

need for frictionless trade in an EU Exit transition / deal. There will also be a special session on Brexit 

at the 9th November FTA UK Council. 

UK Budget 22nd November – the review of diesel taxation was thought possible to lead to a fuel duty / 

VED hike. FTA and Fair Fuel UK have lobbied against this on the grounds that it will not bring air 

quality benefits as unlike with cars there is not a petrol HGV variant available. The UK Government’s 

political partner the DUP are on board with this. 

Vehicle Testing availability – South-East England had suffered problems with staffing. 

Regulatory thresholds for alternatively fuelled vehicles – the consultation on this had happened 

between Council rounds so FTA had responded after electronic communication with Council members 

with FTA supporting an uplift in relevant regulatory thresholds on driver and operator licencing for 

such vehicles from 3.5 tonnes to 4,250kg maximum authorised mass, but will need a full Government 

impact assessment and support measures on electric vans. 

Truck Cartel – while unlike RHA, FTA is not taking a Class Action approach, we are referring members 

who may want to take their own action to a respected law firm (though there is no commercial 

relationship to FTA). 

Clamping in Kent – illegal HGV parking on international journeys is being targeted.  

7 Migration Advisory Committee 

The Migrant Advisory Committee, commissioned by the UK Home Secretary, has called for evidence 

on the impact of Brexit on the economy.   

The issue of potential non-continued access to non UK EU nationals as drivers and other logistics staff 

was of great concern to members given the heavy reliance on these staff. There was concern that the 

Committee in the way that it had structured its study was failing to capture this. Given the already 

acknowledged UK driver shortage this was felt to only exacerbate matters. 

The Secretary reported that at the recent Scottish Freight Logistics Advisory Group (ScotFLAG) 

meeting the Transport Minister had acknowledged these concerns and the risks to Scotland’s supply 

chain from this and other potential issues in Brexit. The Secretary also reported on the work of the 

Scottish Road Haulage Skills Group set up under Skills Development Scotland and with Ministerial 

oversight. 

8 Self-employed workers 

The Matthew Taylor Review of working practices proposed a new class of worker described as 

“Dependant workers status”.  Members discussed the impact of this role in the industry.   

Members in some sectors who had already moved to use this status had found that it lost workers to 

other firms and that this may confuse matters further. The general feeling of members was that this 

would not have an effect on their business model, but that there was not yet enough detail to be able 

to foresee the complications in implementing this. Members did though agree that self-employed and 

agency workers being able to access funding for upskilling would be a benefit – though that should be 

available for all as a way of attracting employees through the benefits of career progression.   

9 Automation and logistics 



FTA is positioning itself to take a leading role in the development of autonomous vehicles and 

processes in logistics.  Members were asked to consider the Association’s approach.   

With AEBS already a requirement the future development may extend to acceleration and braking or 

even not needing the driver to actually steer if in a closed system on motorways for example, 

automated parking as already found on some cars could be a potential extension. Interim mixing of 

technology levels of vehicles on roads was raised as a safety concern. The benefits were seen as 

potential fuel savings but with a driver still required there would not be personnel / cost savings, and 

it was felt that truly autonomous vehicles were still a long way off due to the mix of vehicle 

technology types regarding automation and it was only felt that radical changes in operations would 

happen if drivers were not required but this could be twenty years away. Lastly it was felt this could 

hurt recruitment if there was a threat to future de-skilling / redundancy of the role of a vocationally 

licenced driver. 

10 UK CO2 reduction target for road freight 

The Department for Transport is in the process of defining a CO2 reduction target for the road freight 

sector.  FTA has expressed concerns about the intended methodology; members discussed the early 

proposals.   

Members felt that about 50% of the larger operators were already using telematics / dual fuel and 

driver training, but the issue was the smaller operators. One utility reported an 8% fuel saving 

through driver training but that the cost of employing trainers and monitoring on an on-going basis 

was needed to be borne in mind. Members did agree that a target only focussed on diesel mpg 

improvements was the wrong one as it ignores major operations for carbon reduction and actively 

goes against others. Members also felt that some form of technology grants and other Government 

support for new fuel technologies was vital.   

11 London Direct Vision Standard 

TfL has released initial lists of vehicles according to their star rating in the Direct Vision Scheme.  The 

proposals also now allow non-compliant vehicles to use other mitigation devices.   

Members were concerned if FORS was to become the vehicle for the London Safety Permit. Also that 

the permit should be on the basis of self-declaration like O-Licencing, not auditing as per FORS. There 

was felt a danger that other English City Mayors or The Scottish Government could look to copy such 

a scheme. There were also concerns expressed about practicality and how to spec vehicles in the 

interim until the requirements for design became clearer. 

12 Shipper statement of weight 

Following the issuing of guidance, the shipper statement of weight requirements came into force on 

1st October.  FTA has raised concerns regarding the practicality of implementation.   

Members reported continues issues of getting incorrect weights from customers and having to 

manage the situation for them.  

  

13 Scottish Items 

• National Low Emissions Framework and Low Emission Zones in Scottish Cities  

Following the announcement by the First Minister that a Low Emission vehicle access control 

Zone will be established in Glasgow in 2018, members were updated on developments in the 

consultation on delivery of this and the wider roll out by 2020 of LEZs to the other of the four 

main cities of Scotland under the National Low Emissions Framework.  



Transport Scotland will attend the next Scottish Freight Council meeting to update and 

discuss, and in the interim FTA will be joining the Glasgow LEZ Delivery Group. FTA has also 

submitted written evidence to the Scottish Parliament’s Environment, Climate Change and 

Land Reform Committee Inquiry into Air Quality in Scotland and will be appearing before the 

committee to give oral evidence on 7th November. 

• National Transport Strategy Review 

FTA is engaged with Transport Scotland on the Review of the National Transport Strategy that 

will see the production of a new Strategic Transport Projects Review (“STPR2”). FTA also co-

chairs the Enabling Economic Working Group of the review. 

• Scottish Freight Logistics Advisory Group Urban Freight Guidance 

Established under Transport Scotland’s Scottish Freight Logistics Advisory Group, FTA chairs 

this sub-group set up as a recommendation of the Scottish Parliament Freight Transport 

Inquiry and has produced best practice guidance on facilitating urban freight. Due to be 

launched in Q4 after Ministerial sign-off it is aimed at planners, developers, businesses and 

freight operators and builds on the legacy policy benefits of the partnership working with FTA 

during the Commonwealth Games. 

A copy of the draft Guidance is attached with the circulation of these Minutes. 

 

14 Any Other Issues Raised by Members 

The Secretary and Chairman will prepare a Questionnaire / Survey to members on the organisation of 

Scottish Freight Council to feedback for the January meeting.  

15 Dates of next meetings 

The 2018 meetings of the FTA Scottish National Freight Council will be held at the Garfield House 

Hotel commencing with a buffet lunch at 1200 on: 17th January, 28th March, 13th June, and 

31st October. 

16 Present 

Graham Rennie, Bidfood 

Mark Slowey, WM Tracey 

Iain Hogg, WM Tracey 

Paul Hinds, John G Russell 

Stephen Halleran, ADM Milling 

Alex McPhee, JW Suckling 

David Roger, GAP Group 

Stephen Ferns, Royal Mail 

Stephen Landsborough, Babcock International 

Stuart Holmes, Forth Ports 

Andy Beattie, NAS 

John MacKinnon, ScotchFrost 

Susan Wood, Caledonian Logistics 

Ian Fleming, CJ Lang 

Chris Seagriff, Berendsen 

Carl Olufsen, Markon 

Ross Shepherd, Scottish Water 

Greg Paterson, BOC 



Michael Gray, WH Malcolm 

David Young, Network Rail 

 

17 Apologies 

Tracy Cochran, Tesco 

Craig Chirrey, XPO Logistics 

Allan Hughes, Menzies Distribution 

Sandy Duff, Scottish Water 

Bill Morton, Perth & Kinross Council 

Rennie Mitchell, Babcock International 

Stewart Ferrie, Royal Mail 

Allan Campbell, Road Transport Solutions 

Ian Moir, Marshalls 

Billy Gibson, Paper Shredding Services 

 

18 In Attendance 

Chris MacRae, FTA 

Christopher Snelling, FTA 

Robert Herriot, FTA 

David Wylie, FTA 

 

 


