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Minutes (17 January 2017)  
 

 

Hilton Newbury North  
M4 Junction 13 

RG20 8XY. 
 
 
 
Chairman 
Peter Staines    M & S Transport Temperature Control  
 
 
Council Members 
David Attwood FTX Logistics Ltd 
Rupert Biddiscombe Grundon Waste Management Ltd 
Lee Bissett XPO Logistics 
Andrew Brady Grundon Waste Management Ltd 
Lloyd Briscoe Goldstar Heathrow Ltd 
Chris Cooling Day Aggregates 
Martin Cox Cleansing Service Group Ltd 
Steve Danns Mack Wholesale 
Sarah Evans FTX Logistics Ltd 
Andy Hall The Logistics Partnership LLP 
Doug Hodson QinetiQ 
Gary Locock Pilkington UK Ltd 
Rob Malone E P Barrus Ltd 
Chris Massey DHL Exel Supply Chain 
David Murray Bidvest Foodservice 
Paul Needle Smith & Sons Bletchington Ltd 
Colin Preece Vitacress Salads Ltd 
Kitty Rose Fareham Borough Council 
Paul Simpson Smiths Concrete Ltd 
Paul Stanley NORSE South East 
Gemma Stoner The Logistics Partnership LLP 
Anthony Tattersall Grundon Waste Management Ltd 
Nigel Terrill Mack Wholesale 
Jeffery Turner Southampton City Council 
Jerry Ward John Lewis Partnership  
Amy Wheale DHL Exel Supply Chain 
Oliver Witton Fresh Direct UK Ltd 
 
 
Guests 
Jonathan Stevens ASB Law 
Neil Tuck Southampton City Council  
 
 
FTA Staff  
Ian Gallagher  Head of Policy – South West & Wales 
Natalie Chapman Head of Policy - London 
Christopher Snelling  Head of National and Regional Policy & Public Affairs 
Becki Terry Research Analyst 
Nigel Holmes Regional Head of Membership Relations – South West 
Chris Wainwright Membership Relations Manager 
Ashley Catt Membership Relations Manager 
Gino Falco Membership Relations Manager 
 

 



Welcome, Introduction and Apologies for absence   
The Chairman welcomed attendees to this, the inaugural meeting of FTA’s South Central Freight Council. all 
members, including new members to councils were welcomed to the meeting.   It was agreed to record apologies in 
the usual manner.  
 
Secretary’s report  
Council were provided with information on the following issues: 
 
FTA code of Conduct – Council were referred to a tabled paper which highlighted FTA’s Code of Conduct for all 
external meetings. Members were asked to note that meetings of this nature which bring together members with a 
common interest could fall foul of competition rules. The paper provided guidance on how FTA meetings should be 
conducted.  
 
Severn Bridge Consultation launch – Council were informed that on the 12 January 2017 DfT had released a 
consultation on the future of the Severn Bridges, which will revert back into public ownership at the end of 2017. The 
consultation referred to a 50% decrease in toll charge for LGV’s, removal of the tier two charge for vans and small 
passenger vehicles. This would put vans and small passenger vehicles into tier one where it was proposed to reduce 
the toll to £3.00. In addition, the consultation stated that it would explore options for free flow tolling and the potential 
for free of charge running between 22.00 and 06.00.  
 
Government response to Hand Held Devices -  The Government had responded to a consultation which looked 
at increasing the fines and penalties for drivers caught using a hand held mobile phone whilst driving. In the 
government response they indicated that they would increase the fine from £100 to £200 and penalty points would 
increase to 6 points from 3 for all drivers. it was also the government intention to refrain from offering remedial 
courses for this offence. The changes were currently going through the parliamentary process which if agreed would 
come into force in March 2017 in combination with a THINK Campaign.  
 
A303 Stonehenge tunnel. – Council were informed that the expected consultation on the A303 and Stonehenge 
had finally been released. Proposals included a new 7-mile stretch of dual carriageway which bypassed Winterbourne 
stoke, and a 2.9km tunnel which would put the road out of sight of the stones. In addition, Countess Roundabout 
would be removed and access to the A303 would be split level.  
 
Regional items  
  
Southampton Council Clean Air Zone Presentation – Council received a presentation from Neil Tuck, of 
Southampton City Council on their proposed Euro VI HGV restriction in the city in 2019. 
 
The zone would apply to, Buses, Coaches, taxis and LGV’s and be in place by April 2019. The area would incorporate 
all of Southampton. There would be some exemption to the scheme however these would be limited and need to be 
agreed. Southampton were also looking to introduce additional measures including a possible Freight Quality 
Partnership and electrical points around the City. There was also a suggestion of a possible ‘recognition Scheme’, 
and help for operators with vehicles that didn’t meet the Euro VI requirements, there weren’t any other details on this. 
Operators would be encouraged to use particular key routes into and out of the City.  It was confirmed that the zone 
could not extend into the docks area.  
 
Questions/observations from council included: 
 

 There are businesses off the designated routes how would SCC deal with this divergence from key routes?  

 How would SCC capture vehicles coming off the ships and out of the docks.  

 Businesses like the ATF’s located within the zone would likely go out of business.  

 There was concern that any daily charge would be high. 

 The zone could result in small hauliers/businesses relocating outside of Southampton.  

 Why Euro 6 – in response SCC indicated that they needed to bring in meaningful proposals because of the 

possibility of fines and EU pressure on air quality levels.   



 It was highlighted that when ordering new vehicles these came with a long lead time and these could be non-

compliant as a result.  

 Were vans being included, - no not at this stage but could change.   

 It was agreed that SCC should use this council as a point of contact for the development of this initiative and 

any similar developments.  

Discussion on air quality, commercial vehicle restrictions in the region 
Council were updated on a recent meeting between FTA and Oxford City Council where as part of the discussion 
the City Council indicated that they would like to be in a position to introduce a zero emission policy between 2020 
and 2035. Given the move to cleaner vehicles generally at cities around the country FTA had highlighted in its Budget 
submission a need for government intervention for the funding of cleaner vehicles.  
 
Change to the published agenda, -Truck Cartel Presentation – Jonathon Stevens, ASB Law 
Members received a presentation from ASB law regarding the European Commission’s ruling on Truck Cartels, the 
presentation provided background to the cartel and what actions were available to members who thought they might 
be entitled to compensation. Council were provided with a tabled briefing note which included contact information for 
further information. 
 
Comments from council included:  

 It was suggested that individual company purchase methods could negate any disadvantage, in response, it 

was suggested that any discounted price was based on a price which was much higher than it should have 

been therefore there still could be a case for a claim.  

 It was mentioned that compensation for a vehicle with a multistage build could be problematic. In response 

it was suggested that forensic analysis would identify any loss.  

 the question was asked regarding passing a vehicle on, i.e. bought and resold, is there a case that both 

parties receive compensation? In response it was argued that potentially yes there could well be as the 

resale price could have been impacted by the higher purchase price.   

Regional Items Cont. - Deliveries to Heathrow – Council were asked to forward any expression of interest 
regarding a Heathrow Airport initiative on a series of measures to improve cargo facilities and processing procedures.  
They are keen to make contact with companies that frequently deliver to the airport to get their view on its proposals. 
 
Proposed HGV Restriction on Poyle Road, Slough – Council were informed of an ongoing issue with Slough 
Borough Council who are proposing to introduce a bus gate and width restriction on Poyle Road near the Punch 
Bowl, this measure will effectively prevent HGVs from accessing the road and industrial estate.   
 
It was mentioned that the area in question was situated at Junction 14 of the M25 and was the site of a new super 
hub, restrictions were being considered as included the as part of the section 106 agreement for the hub. It was 
highlighted that there are about 324 licenced sites in the Industrial estate that would potentially be impacted by these 
restrictions. Businesses had collated a paper outlining their concerns and arguments against the scheme, it was now 
a wait to see what the response would be before a final decision later in 2017.  
  
Lorry Control Scheme Review and retiming deliveries update 
Members were briefed on London Councils’ review of the London Lorry Control Scheme and TfL’s Retiming 
Deliveries programme. It was highlighted that a new group had been established by TFL called the Retiming Delivery 
Group. There was a request for council members to get in touch with FTA regarding participation in the group.  It was 
pointed out that some boroughs had been known to issue ASBOS for the noise resulting from goods delivery.  
 
Enforcement of light commercial vehicles 
It was reported that FTA members, supported by members of the Van Excellence Governance Group, have long 
pressed for an increase in effective enforcement of the van sector. Members were asked to discuss a proposal for a 
levy being added to the MOT fee to fund enforcement of vans.  
 



Council confirmed that they would support a levy on the MOT fee however only on the condition that enforcement 
of the van sector increased. In addition, Council supported FTA position of opposing Government proposals that 
only the equivalent of the single enforcement budgets current contribution to van enforcement should be 
transferred to the van MOT scheme.  
 
European Commission revision of the Driver CPC Directive 
Council were informed that following a consultation in 2013, to which FTA submitted a response, the European 
Commission was launching a limited revision of the Driver Certificate of Professional Competence (CPC) Directive. 
The proposals contain various amendments that would go against current FTA policy, which is that the content of 
periodic training should remain at the discretion of the driver/operator and be based on company and driver needs 
rather than a centrally mandated decision.  
  
Council agreed that FTA’s policy on periodic training remained unchanged adding that companies wanted the 
flexibility to tailor courses. Council then discussed the issue generally with the following points raised: 
 

 there was some concern expressed that the qualification was based simply on attendance. 

 There was agreement that an individual’s attention waned if they weren’t being challenged, therefore some 

suggested that there should be a test. Conversely however it was suggested that introducing a test may put 

some drivers off driving, overall, although not unanimously council agreed that there should not be a 

mandatory test.  

 It was suggested that the true benchmark of any training was a positive change in a driver’s behaviour and 

a reduction in accidents. 

 There was an argument that the mandatory minimum number of hours be reduced, seven hours was seen 

as too long.  As an alternative seven blocks of five hours would be better than five blocks of seven hours. 

 It was agreed however that irrespective of the length of training, the trainer and course material should be 

engaging.  

 Some also felt that it wasn't beneficial having a driver attend the same module 5 times, however it was 

acknowledged that there was a very valid reason why some drivers would be required to re-sit a module.  

 It was also suggested that FTA enter into dialogue with JAUPT regarding the quality and delivery of courses.  

it was suggested that any proposal to change the core syllabus should only be effective after 2019 as some drivers 
had already completed or partly completed their second round of 35 hours.  
 
Technical Changes to Motor Insurance – tabled paper 
Council were asked to comment on a DfT consultation which was based on a European Court of Justice ruling. The 
ruling required an amendment by the European Commission of the Motor Insurance Directive. If adopted without 
change then it would require all vehicles to have a minimum third party motor insurance, this would bring in scope a 
wide range of vehicles which are currently not subject to these requirements. The consultation looked at a number 
of areas including options, SORN, derogations, penalties, enforcement and Brexit.  
 

 Of the two options, Council agreed that the second option was preferable, this option was seen as a less 

onerous interpretation of the ECJ. By choosing option 2 it removed the requirement for third party motor 

insurance on Private land. However, council were clear that further discussion was required regarding the 

definition of ‘land to which the public has access’. It was agreed that option 2 made no changes to SORN 

arrangements.  

 Council agreed that any enforcement of the changes needed to be light touch, there was concern that a 

comprehensive policy for ‘newly in scope’ vehicles could lead to an increase in both administration and costs. 

 Whist discussing derogations council suggested that pedestrian controlled vehicles should be exempt.  

 Council were in full agreement that a Brexit sunset clause should be written into any changes by government.  

 
 



Ministerial round-table on driver facilities 
Council were informed that FTA had attended a round-table on roadside facilities and parking for lorry drivers on 2 
November convened by the Minister of State responsible for roads, Rt Hon John Hayes MP.  The group was called 
together following concerns raised by MPs, Transport Focus and FTA about the difficulties faced by drivers because 
of gaps in suitable parking and facilities across the Strategic Road Network (SRN). Council were asked to discuss 
the issue of driver facilities generally and then provide examples of provisions on sites for visiting drivers.  
  
Members explained that they already allow visiting drivers to park at their premises and use their facilities, and agreed 
that there needed to be more support from Government and better co-operation amongst industry. It was 
acknowledged that there is a noticeable difference in the level of service received when looking after visiting drivers. 
However, councils own examples included – parking spaces for drivers to take breaks. Access to toilet and canteen, 
and some provision for overnight parking. Some reasons for not providing provisions included suggestions that older 
sites may not have parking provisions available. Facilities like toilets and canteens may require the driver to be signed 
in, escorted and inducted, this was seen as time consuming. It was highlighted that some drivers failed to respect 
facilities.  
 
It was suggested that before talking to government about poor facilities there should be a drive within the industry 
initially to improve onsite provisions. It was acknowledged that poor driver facilities did little to attract people coming 
into the industry, especially woman. One member recommended ‘SNAP’ this highlighted cheap onsite parking. 
 
Any Other Business   
Council were Invited to raise any other business not already covered on the agenda.  
 

 Council were reminded to watch enews for news on the TfL consultation on direct vision requirements.  

 Council were asked to complete the FTA QTAS survey that was sent out earlier this month. 

 Council suggested that future speakers should include Sarah Bell Traffic Commissioner and a presentation on 

FORS/ CLOCKS. Secretary’s Note – Sarah Bell has confirmed attendance at the October Freight Council 

Meeting.  

 Council were informed that UK Council would be held on 2nd February 2017 at One Great George Street in 

London. The Chairman confirmed attendance.  

Elections of Regional and UK Council representatives for the South Central Freight Council,  
it was agreed that the following would take up posts:  
 
Chair, Peter Staines  
Vice Chair, Lloyd Briscoe - Rupert Biddlescombe provided an expression of interest.  
 
Road Freight Council,  Peter Staines, Lloyd Briscoe, (Kevin Sexton, expression of interest).    
 
Council were encouraged to provide suggestions for the vacant post of British Shippers Council and Rail Freight 
Council.  
 
Date of next meeting  
The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the South Central Freight Council would be on Tuesday 4 April 
2017 at the Hilton Hotel, Newbury North, M4 Junction 13, RG20 8X. 
  
The Chairman thanked all for attending before bringing the meeting to a close at 13.00.       

 
 
Apologies 
Mick Arnold Cleansing Service Group Ltd 
Mark Beresford Fowler Welch Ltd 
Lee Miller Harwood Ltd 
Stephen Ward Bell Microsystems Ltd 
Lee Wood ABN Ltd  


