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ATTENDEES  

 

Chairman 
Peter Woodhouse Stone King LLP 
 
Council Members 
Paul Atkinson OTB Eveling LLP 
Louise Barnes Wessex Water 
Paul Chesterman  Somerset CC.  
Robin Cooke Always Cleansing Ltd 
Paula Cornick DS Smith Recycling UK Ltd 
Tony Edmonds Wincanton Plc 
Eddie Farley Jetcare Services 
David Hay Gregory Distribution Ltd 
Doug Hodson QinetiQ 
Mark Karkeek South West Water Ltd 
Gemma Lowmeyer Always Cleaning Ltd 
Stephen Lyon Bath & North-East Somerset Council 
Ian MacDonald Babcock International  
Martin Neal Barrettine Products Ltd 
Graham Randall Waste Management Systems Ltd 
Dave Robins Dave Robins Transport Consultants 
Lois Robinson Dave Robins Transport Consultants 
Martin Ware  Bath & North-East Somerset Council 
Roger Woodford Brenntag UK Ltd 
Chris Thorpe Post Office Ltd  
 
Guest 
Robin Walker Formally of Taunton DAF 
 
FTA Staff  
Ian Gallagher  Head of Policy – South West & Wales 
Natalie Chapman Head of Policy for London 
Patrick Cobb Contract Manager – VIS 
 

 

CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 

The Chairman welcomed all members to the meeting. 

 

MINUTES, APOLOGIES AND MATTERS ARISING  

the Minutes of the June meeting were agreed, there were no matters arising from those minutes. late apologies 
were recorded.  

 

ISSUES ARISING FROM NATIONAL COUNCIL ON 6 JULY 2017 

Senior Traffic Commissioner - Council, received an update from Richard Turfitt, the recently appointed Senior 
Traffic Commissioner, and John Furzeland, Deputy Head of the Office of the Traffic Commissioner who provided a 

comprehensive overview covering a wide range of subjects which included;  

Key milestones:  
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• Aiming for quarterly publication of application times.  
• A new service level agreement (SLA) with DVSA covering service.  
• Decisions on applications by compliant operators down to 7 weeks and the same down to 4 weeks by 

2019.  

In addition, the Commissioner highlighted that:  

• The Office of the Traffic Commissioner (OTC) was looking for services to go digital by 2019. 
• As of July 2017, public inquiries were taking around 12 weeks from listing to being heard, this would 

be improved.   
• Fee reform would be necessary to support further IT development. This process would consider 

whether the existing ‘no charge’ services were still appropriate.  
• The accounting for fees collected and their movement through DVSA needed to be more clearly 

understood and shown to industry. Council suggested that fee reform should include tribunal rules and 
cost consequences for operators found against at Public Inquiry. this would relieve cost pressures on 
operator licence fee payers.  

Other areas covered were:  

• Earned recognition.  
• Vehicle operator licensing (VOL) - online service. 

• Service level agreement (SLA). 

• Review of the enforcement processes. 

EU Mobility Package - the European Commission published its mobility package which contained several 
legislative proposals revising the existing body of EU law for road transport. this item formed the mainstay of 
discussion at the last round of Councils in June, Road Freight Council (RFC) made the following decisions:   

Access to the occupation – required that additional information needed to be collected on employees, freight 
councils did not consider the new data requirements of employee numbers, assets, liabilities, equity and turnover 

would be particularly problematic, but the onus was on UK authorities to ensure that the recording process did not 
become unnecessarily burdensome. 

Access to the market: Cabotage – The FTA opposes the proposal of unlimited movements in 5 days, and will press 
for no change to the existing 3-in-7 rule as a pragmatic balance. 

Access to the market: Shipper Liability - RFC believes that there should be an effective process for ensuring 
shippers who knowingly commission transport services which require the operator to commit infringements will be 
subject to sanctions, however, acknowledges significant challenges in enforcing this effectively. 

Such measures should not release a road freight operator of the responsibility to ensure that its vehicles are 
operating within the requirements of the law at all times. 

Hired vehicles – The Association supports the proposal that a vehicle can be hired in another member state and 
taken across the border and operated, but as long as domestic operator licensing standards are maintained. 

Driver’s hours: weekly rest - Freight Councils agreed that the proposed changes bring unwelcome additional 
complexity to the rules, The FTA should oppose the change. FTA should pursue an exemption for operators 
transporting ‘cultural and entertainment tours’. 

Tachograph - Freight Councils agreed that the retroactive application of the requirement to make a manual entry 
of the point, date and time of crossing an international border was an unnecessary administrative burden. 

South West Council members were asked for their views on Earned Recognition – One member reported that they 
were in Involved in the pilot, it was too early to tell whether there were benefits. Could be seen as a contract win 
like FORS. There was a suggestion that those in the scheme could benefit from self-testing... the carrot however, 
is very small for operators to currently be inclined to get involved. Council questioned a company’s motive for 
joining if it wasn’t mandatory yet. The DVSA audit criteria was high. Some believe that it will eventually become 

mandatory.  

FTA are watching the pilot and are in discussions with DVSA regarding the benefits of joining. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT  

Brexit – Council were updated on the current position regarding Brexit negotiations – The real concern remained 

the rights of UK citizens living and working in member states and EU nationals working and living in the UK, 

business needed clarity. The Irish Border was also recognised as a major issue facing UK negotiators. A soft 

border could mean that traffic would bypass ports like Holyhead in Wales in favour of those reached from Belfast.  

Council were asked if they were putting measures in place to mitigate the impact of an EU Exit? Many responded 

that it was too early, there was insufficient information available to confidently react to change. It was noted 

however, that the number of non-UK drivers was in decline, although drivers from Romania seemed to be taking 

over from the Polish drivers who were returning home.   
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Test availability - Since the beginning of 2017, FTA has experienced an in-crease in members making 

representations citing difficulties accessing HGV annual tests, and more recently from ATF operators regarding the 

reliability of service they are receiving from DVSA in providing testers. DVSA acknowledges the difficulties it is 

facing in satisfying the demand for testing from the ATFs. FTA raised the issue at a recent meeting with Transport 

Minister Jesse Norman MP, were the Agency admitted that the South Coast of England was a ‘blackspot’ with no 

responses to recruitment campaigns whatsoever.   

DVSA and the Minister stated that they were still open-minded about who should carry out testing in the longer-

term and whether this should potentially be accredited individuals, however there was no commitment to take the 

idea forward at the moment.  

Southwest Council members were asked if they were experiencing issues. - No issues but acknowledgement of the 
problem. Poole has been run down and there are issues, one member ended up going to Wales for a Certificate of 
Fitness. DVSA will travel if there are vehicle numbers to justify it. 

 
Thresholds for alternatively fuelled vehicles - Government published the consultation ‘Category B Driving 

Licence Derogation for Alternatively Fuelled Commercial Vehicles’ in July 2017. The policy objective was to 

promote the uptake of cleaner vans whilst overcoming the potential barrier caused by the heavier weight, this will 

be achieved by: 

i. Allowing drivers with a category B licence to drive alternatively fuelled vehicles with a maximum 

authorised mass of 4,250kg. 

ii. An exemption from operator licensing requirements for similar alternatively-fuelled vans used for own 

account haulage only 

iii. And correct a regulatory anomaly, which means that electric vans are currently exempt from MOT testing.  

FTA’s position is that we support the proposals in principle but we await the outcome of the full safety impact 

assessment for a final position on the issue.  If that analysis shows no or negligible impacts, FTA would then fully 

support the proposals.  If it shows notable impacts, then mitigation measures would have to be suggested before 

FTA could support it. 

Truck Cartel - Earlier this year (2017) FTA invited ASB law LLP to present to its members at regional Freight 

Councils on the cartel and its implications. At that time, FTA’s advice to members had been to offer ASB as a 

provider of legal services who could represent them if they wished to take the case forward. FTA is now 

recommending that members use ASB l Law to assess their claim before deciding how to proceed – highlighting 

that involvement in a class action may not be the most effective route for some members. We have now updated 

and circulated our advice to members which can be found at fta.co.uk/truck-cartel, this includes an updated 

briefing note from ASB law. 

 

MIGRATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (MAC) 

Council received an update on the work currently be carried out by the MAC. The Migrant Advisory Committee, has 
been commissioned by the Home Secretary, Amber Rudd to make recommendation on future employment needs 
and report back.  The Committee are interested to hear evidence on the impact of Brexit on the economy.   

There was little response on this issue from council.  

 

TAYLOR REVIEW  

The recent publication of the report from The Matthew Taylor Review of working practices proposed a new class of 
worker described as “Dependant workers status”. FTA were keen to hear views on the impact of this role in the 
industry.  

Council were unclear why the change in name at all especially given that it came with little or no clarity. Members 
contested that more information regarding this status was required before any definitive conclusion could be 

provided.     

 

AUTOMATION AND LOGISTICS 

Council were informed that the recent announcement that lorry platooning will be trialled on UK roads in 2018 has 
refocused attention on how automation might work with lorries and vans. FTA is positioning itself to take a leading 
role in the development of autonomous vehicles and processes in logistics. Members were asked to consider the 
Association’s approach and provide feedback on what measures they had already adopted. 
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In response Council said that - Fleet rotation will incorporate some aspects of automation like automatic braking 
systems, lane departure warning and cruise control. FORs and other initiatives also require specific procurement 
requirements – it is these factors that will allow initiatives like platooning particularly given that further details and 

costs would be required regarding system requirements.  

With regards to barriers to take up Council argued that the technology isn’t there yet for full automation however 
those systems that are available are prone to faults, I.e. in heavy rain the sensor thinks that something is in front 
of it. The brakes came on after passing a lamppost. Narrow bridges and snow also operate the sensors. Council 
questioned the insurance implications of operating automated vehicles.   

Council suggested that there were very few benefits which would encourage take up, perhaps - Fuel savings 
however they entered into a discussion regarding non-company vehicles joining the platoon and benefiting from 
this, at the detriment of the lead vehicle.  

Council were sceptical about the lack of human involvement, and argued that driver's hours would still be required 
in some form as the driver would still be in charge of the vehicle at all time. It was argued that a fully qualified 
driver would always need to accompany the vehicle. It was suggested that it would be at least ten years before 
the UK saw fully autonomous (driverless HGV) vehicles on UK roads.  

Although There was general support for the concept it was clear that council needed to be convinced this was a 
viable technology especially one that could be adapted for use on UK roads – it was suggested the continent would 

be best placed to test these vehicles, let them prove the technology. It was viewed that this should have little 

impact on skills levels as a fully qualified driver would always be needed to take over control. Public perception 
would also be a barrier to this type of operation.   

 

UK CO2 REDUCTION TARGET FOR ROAD FREIGHT 

The Department for Transport is in the process of defining a CO2 reduction target for the road freight sector, 
including a 15% voluntary reduction by 2025. FTA has expressed concerns about the intended methodology 

Council were asked to comment.  

Council asked if the measure going to stay at CO2 given that NOX and SOX were the targets at the moment? It 
was suggested that industry needed a clearer steer from Government. CO2 on E6 is minimal. Modern technology 
should reduce these levels anyway. It will only work if its sat in a broader framework within a Clean Air Zone, 
(CAZ). It was argued that yet again measures like this were political. There was agreement to support FTA 
suggestions with caveats. 

Council were in agreement that a 15% reduction was unrealistic.  

Council added that an increase in vehicle weight to accommodate alternately fuelled technology may increase take 
up. There should be a review of road furniture i.e. speed bumps and speed limits as these contributed to the stop 
start nature of traffic adding to the poor air quality The design of urban roads was important and traffic light 
syncretisation, could all help to reduce pollution levels.  

 

DIRECT VISION STANDARDS 

TfL has released initial lists of vehicles according to their star rating in the Direct Vision Scheme, which warranted 

a rethink regarding compliance   Therefore proposals also now allow non-compliant vehicles to use other 
mitigation devices. Council were asked to comment on the proposals.  

Council agreed that the information industry was meant to use was incomplete, and did not currently allow 
operators to rate their vehicles. No Southwest member had used the look up system so were unable to provide a 
view on it.   

Council believed the whole proposal to be politically motivated and overly burdensome, questioning why TfL was 

being allowed to drive this agenda, it should be Government that introduces change that way if it has to come in 

then it could be standardised across the Country.  

It was asked if there were similar provisions planned for PSV/coaches, and if not, then PSV’s should be subject to 
these requirements. technology in the cab does have a role to play but isn’t the panacea. there needed to be the 
right balance between technology and driver visual awareness. the time limit is too short. this should be a London 
only standard and not a FORs requirement.   

To minimise the impact the standard could became an S type approval standard then it could be picked up at test. 

 

PCN Levels -  TFL are looking to increase the PCN levels to £160 and the congestion zone area. TfL say that it 
has been four years since an increase and the number of penalties being issued is not levels are not coming with 
many repeat offenders. FTA have asked TfL to highlight repeat offenders as they could be operators who haven’t 
got an option through loading and unloads but to park illegally. The association will be pushing back on that. 
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Mayors Transport Strategy – Contained some things FTA didn’t agree with however there is a greater 
understanding that TfL needs to work with the industry. FTA has already held meetings and responded to the 
Strategy, this can be found on our website, in that response we highlight the need for a Freight Commissioner for 

London.   

 

SHIPPER STATEMENT OF WEIGHT 

Following the issuing of guidance, the shipper statement of weight requirements came into force on 1 October.  
FTA informed members that there was now greater clarity on this issue, and FTA had produced a briefing note 
available on our website.  

 

REGIONAL ITEMS  

Council were asked to raise any South West regional issues that had not already been covered on the agenda.  

• Clean Air Zones – Council were updated on the latest position regarding the introduction of a Clean Air 
Zone for Bristol and Bath. FTA were in the process of setting up meetings with both Councils with a view to 
finding out more about what their intentions are.   

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS   

• the Chair confirmed that he would be attending UK Council in November 

 

Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 24 January 2018, at the new location of the Devon Hotel Exeter.  

 

 
Apologies 

Haydn Davies Exeter City Council 
Mark Forster Biffa Waste  
Brian Lomas Breedon Group 
Andy Mears G4S Cash Solutions UK Ltd 
Claire Morley Fowler welch Ltd 
Simon Parsons Connect Group Plc 
Keith Pound Ryder Ltd 
Matthew Price CSG 
Gary Purps DPD Group Plc.  
James Quick Cleansing Service Group Ltd 
Andy Rodley DHL Supply Chain 
Robert Sargent Secanim Ltd 
Julian Thompson 24-7 Staffing Ltd 
Richard Tempest Ryder Ltd 
Mark Vardon G4S Care & Justice Services (UK) Ltd 
Dave Willis Kier Group 
Tom Yelland Taunton DAF 
 


