
  
 
  
  
 
 
 

South West England Freight Council 
Haynes Motor Museum 

 Sparkford, Yeovil BA22 7LH 
Wednesday 5 April 2017 

 
Chairman 
Peter Woodhouse Stone King LLP 
 
Council Members 
Louise Barnes Wessex Water 
Sonia Chamulewicz NQV Combined 
Paul Chesterman Somerset County Council 
Robin Cook Always Cleaning Ltd 
Paula Cornick DS Smith Recycling UK Ltd 
Haydn Davies Exeter County Council 
Tony Edmonds Wincanton Plc 
Eddie Farley Jefcare Services 
Iain Fortune Bristol Waste Co 
David Hay Gregory Distribution Ltd 
Mark Karkeek South West Water Ltd 
Brian Lomas Breedon Group 
Stephen Lyon Bath & North East Somerset Council 
Claire Morley Fowler Welch Ltd 
Simon Parsons Connect Group Plc 
Keith Pound Ryder PLC 
Graham Randall Waste Management Systems Ltd 
David Roberts Skanska 
Richard Tempest Ryder Ltd 
Julian Thompson 24-7 Staffing 
Martin Ware Bath & North East Somerset Council 
Dave Willis Kier Group 
Roger Woodford Brenntag UK Ltd 
 
Guests 
Robin Walker 
 
FTA Staff  
Ian Gallagher  Head of Policy – South West & Wales 
Natalie Chapman Head of Policy – London 
Gino Falco  Membership Relations Manager 
Patrick Cobb Contract Manager – VIS 
 
 
Welcome, Introduction and Apologies for absence   
The chairman welcomed attendees to FTA’s South West Freight Council Meeting. It was agreed to record apologies 
in the usual manner. 
 
Council were asked to provide feedback regarding recruitment, the Chairman asked if members were still experiencing 
issues, of those that responded, approximately 44% answered that they were and 56% answered that they weren’t, 
however, there were outstanding recruitment issues identified including: 
 

• Retention. 

• Recruitment was dependant on UK location. 

• Drivers in control will move to those paying more particularly in the South East. 

• 7.5 tonnes driver shortage. 

• Problems with obtaining qualified ADR drivers. 

• Problems with employing multidrop drivers.  



  

  

Secretary’s Report  
The Secretary provided Council with information on the following issues: 
 
FTA - Code of Conduct – Council were referred to the Activities Report pages 8 & 9 which highlighted FTA’s Code 
of Conduct for all external meetings.  
 
New Appointments - Two New Traffic Commissioners have recently been appointed by Transport Secretary, Chris 

Grayling, in (Colonel) Tim Blackmore OBE and Simon Evans, who will be Traffic Commissioners for the North East 

and the North West respectively and will take up their new roles from May 2017. The Secretary of State has also 

appointed 4 new Deputy Traffic Commissioners: 

 

• Mark Hinchliffe as Deputy Traffic Commissioner for the North East of England 

• Jayne Salt as Deputy Traffic Commissioner for the North West of England 

• Laura Thomas as Deputy Traffic Commissioner for the East of England 

• Hugh Olson in Scotland 

 

We are still awaiting an announcement regarding the Senior Traffic Commissioners appointment.  
 
Secretary’s Note – Senior Traffic Commissioner is now confirmed as Richard Turfitt, (20.04.17) 
 
Consultation responses since council last met have included:   
 
Technical changes to Motor Insurance, - this covers a European requirement to bring in scope of motor insurance 
a wider range of vehicles.  Including ride on mowers, folk lift trucks, vehicles working off road and motorised toys.   
 
FTA’s response highlighted the following points:  

 

• The FTA support the option of a sunset clause to any new regulations stemming from this consultation. 

• The Freight Transport Association believes that the Comprehensive Option (all in option) would only add 

complexity, confusion and cost to vehicle keepers.  

• The FTA believes that although the Amended Directive Option could provide the best outcome for UK vehicle 

owners it must be introduced with clarity, and provides business with enough lead time to be able to identify 

newly in scope vehicles and carry out the necessary internal administration.  

• Derogations should be limited to low risk (i.e. low frequency), low value claims such as those arising from ride-

on-lawnmowers, children’s toys or mobility scooters. In addition, consideration, would need to be given to 

derogating vehicles by reference to their maximum speed, or the numbers of passengers they can physically 

carry.  

• The FTA argued that the cost of introducing a complex mechanism to enforce newly in scope vehicles should 

be minimised given the desire for a sunset clause.  

FTA has also responded to the Consultation on Extending the date of the first MOT test which was discussed at 
the last meeting – with the following points raised.  
 

• FTA does not support increasing the first MOT interval for any vehicle class referenced in the consultation 

document.   

• The proposals carry a safety risk that is disproportionate compared to the benefit to the customer.  

• The Government should investigate reducing the first MOT for Class 7 vans from three years to two years. 

As for introduction of a Levy to pay for enforcement of Class 7 Vans: 
 

• FTA supports the principle of transferring the costs of enforcement of class 7 vans onto the class 7 MOT fee 

if this is accompanied by transparency in its spending.  

• The costs of enforcement should be applied only to re-test fees to create a greater financial incentive to pass 

the MOT at the first attempt.   

1st of April saw a change in to the way newly registered cars are taxed, with the first year’s excise based on the 
emissions of the vehicle and range from £0 and go up to £2000 for vehicle plus 255 g/km. in addition the 6th April saw 
the start of the Apprenticeship Levy.  
 
Brexit Update    
Council were provided with an update on Brexit. The FTA has developed and published a Brexit manifesto highlighting 
key logistical themes. This document looked at three important areas, namely status and opportunities, access to new 



  

  

markets and, domestic Britain. FTA were keen to hear member views regarding the current manifesto, a document 
which would evolve as the UK went through the exit process.   
 
In addition, the Association held a ‘Keep Britain Trading’ conference which was well attended and at which the key 
note speaker was The Rt Hon David Jones MP, Minister of State at the Department for exiting the European Union. 
The Prime Minister Theresa May, had also enacted Article 50 this would be followed by the introduction of the Great 
Repeal Bill, which is designed to repeal the European Communities Act 1972. This legislation provides legal authority 
for EU law to have effect as national law in the UK. This will no longer be the case after Brexit. It will bring all EU laws 
onto the UK books and create powers to make secondary legislation.  
 
The Association has already undertaken a number initiatives since the referendum, these included, building good 
relations with reps in the EU, and discussions with HMRC regarding customs procedures. A working group had been 
established and council members were invited to participate, contact the issue Manager for further details. The 
Association had also been in touch with other organisations in Europe, it was hoped that these organisations would 
convince their own governments of the benefits of continued negotiation. The Dutch Trade Association had invited the 
UK Minister to one of their meetings.  
 
Council agreed that it was too early to tell how Brexit might impact their business, certainly very little internal action 
had been carried out. The view was that business would not be able to fully acknowledge the extent of what was 
required until more detail was available.  
 
Areas of concern included, access to a flexible labour market, customs arrangements, and delays at ports. It was 

acknowledged that many of the rules including type approval and Operator Licensing needed to be kept if the UK 

wished to continue to transport goods across borders. There was agreement that EU rules must be kept however 

careful analysis could improve legislation in some areas. Domestic driver’s hours’ rules were suggested as one set of 

legislation which needed to go.  

Driving Facilities 
Comments from the last round of Freight Councils have helped the Association draft a Commercial Vehicle Opera-
tors’ Driver Facilities Charter, Discussion also helped confirm expectations regarding facilities within the new roads 
build programme, provision of services at rest and truck stops, and parking provision, within the local planning process, 
around distribution centres. Members’ input gave sound feedback on how operators look to play their part in the 
provision of basic driver facilities at distribution centres. The Department for Transport (DfT) has moved its own actions 
forward by setting out the criteria for an audit of lorry parking provision on or near to the Strategic Road Network. FTA 
will promote the Charters in both Government planning and in standards setting by rest facilities providers. Council 
were asked to comment on the Charter.  
 
Council view was that the charter hit the right notes although members around the room suggested that they already 
met the operator requirements. It was suggested that given the present climate security should gain a higher 
provenance, priorities should include secure parking and minimum standards, i.e. fenced and lighting.  
 
Clean Air Zones (CAZ) 
Council received an update from FTA’s Head of Policy for London.  
 
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs is continuing to develop its revised air quality plan. The latest 
intelligence is that it may result in a significant increase in the number of cities that will impose charges on non-Euro 
VI/6 HGVs and vans in future. The previous plan required five zones in England, in addition to London and an 
anticipated four in Scotland. These are, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dundee, Aberdeen, Birmingham, Leeds, Nottingham, 
Derby and Southampton. FTA understands that the revised assessment is that, to achieve legal compliance in such 
a way that will satisfy the courts, the number of zones will increase to approximately 35.  
 
Council raised concern about the inclusion of Vans, and the subsequent resale values. The complexity surrounding 
multi stage builds was also discussed, clarity was urgently required.   It was suggested that congestion was the real 
issue, this was what needed to be solved – modern engines would not work efficiently if they couldn't operate at 
temperature. If congestion remained, then industry would need to put more vehicles on to the roads to ensure 
coverage. 
 
Emissions Surcharge -  From 23 October 2017, cars, vans, minibuses, buses, coaches and heavy goods vehicles 
(HGVs) in central London will need to meet minimum exhaust emission standards, or pay a daily £10 Emissions 
Surcharge (also known as the Toxicity Charge, or T-Charge). The T-Charge will operate in central London, and applies 
to the same area as the Congestion Charge. This cost will be in addition to the Congestion Charge. 
 
Ultra-Low Emissions Zone Consultation Launch - The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has announced plans to 
make the most-polluting vehicles pay a daily charge to enter central London. The public consultation started on the 
4th April and runs until 25 June. the new charges are expected to take effect in just over two years’ time. The Mayor 



  

  

is now proposing, that the existing T charge will be replaced by the introduction of a Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) 
in central London from Monday 8th April 2019. This will cover the same area as the existing congestion charging zone.  
 
The ULEZ will require cars, motorcycles, vans, minibuses, buses, coaches and heavy goods vehicles to meet minimum 
exhaust emissions standards, concentrating on reducing NOX and PM levels.  
 
London Direct Vision Standards   
Council were given an update on Transport for London (TfL) consultation that has been issued on a new ‘direct vision’ 
requirement to operate on London’s roads in the future. The Direct Vision Standard would have a zero to five-star 
rating system which will define how much an HGV driver can see directly from each vehicle’s cab, rather than through 
mirrors or other equipment. FTA has already held meetings with manufacturers and TfL about these proposals, The 
Associations first position is that we are opposed in principle to local authorities like London deciding what an HGV 
cab should look like, – this should be a matter for national or UN/European level bodies. this position was supported 
by council. FTA then argue that this may not be the best solution to safety issues and raise the concern that the 
industry impacts are totally unquantified. We also make the point this this policy process interferes with attempts to 
prepare for the Ultra-Low Emission Zone in London in 2019 and ignore additional equipment such as sensors and 
cameras. The consultation is open until 18 April. FTA are expecting the first list around May.  
 
Council were invited to comment:  
 
There was a question regarding changes at European levels to vehicles standards, had TfL approached the 
Commission to get vehicle design changed – in response it was confirmed that they had, however the rate of any 
European change was viewed as too slow. Enforcement was questioned, who would carry out this role, what if there 
was a passenger or a bag, what about side impact protection? Members voiced concerns that it appeared that the 
onus was once again on the operators of vehicles and not enough was being done to educate the cyclist. Council 
confirmed that they were relying on FTA to ensure they were informed about changes at the earliest opportunity. One 
member highlighted the fact that contracts across the country were heavily influenced by what was going on in London, 
Direct Vision requirements would eventually filter down in to those requirements, it was suggested that these 
requirements did nothing to improve safety outside of the City.   
 
It was suggested that only a small number of manufacturers would be able to meet these requirements, how would 
that impact the ability to supply, costs would inevitably be passed onto the end users.     
 
London Lorry Control Scheme Review 
This scheme operated by London Councils was under review, this was the first review in 30 years, and the Association 
formed part of the working group, which at this time did not include vehicle operators. FTA were keen to see change 
to the scheme and viewed this review as a positive move in the right direction. 
 
Council asked if this was a scheme regarding noise levels the review needed to consider vehicle noise levels. It was 
suggested that noise levels enforcement was harder than a simple restriction above 18 tonnes. It was suggested that 
the review should look outside the UK for examples of best practice. Council also discussed the low noise and pollution 
levels of new vehicles these needed to be considered.    
 
Earned Recognition  
Council were given an update regarding The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) Earned Recognition 
scheme that will recognise highly compliant operators and remove their vehicles from the risk of being stopped at 
roadside enforcement checks. The requirements of the scheme are being issued to operators who are considering 
taking part in pilot trials due to begin in April. FTA is continuing to work closely with DVSA to ensure the benefits of 
the scheme are sufficient to justify the costs of meeting its requirements and that the introduction of Earned 
Recognition allows DVSA to meet its stated goal of diverting enforcement resources away from compliant fleets to 
target serially and seriously non-compliant operators. 
 
Feedback from Council concentrated on members who were pilots in the scheme. It was confirmed that the Driver 
Vehicle Standards Agency would need to see all paperwork remotely, this means that they would access a company’s 
vehicle data. This could be an issue for some as all records would need to be electronically available.  
 
Diesel Taxation and HGV Charging Reform   
Council were given an update regarding a meeting with the Treasury transport tax and spending teams. The meeting 
was scheduled to understand what was meant by the March 2017 budget statement in that they planned to explore 
appropriate tax treatment for diesels, review the Road User Levy (RUL) to incentivise efficiency, and improve air 
quality. 
 
Regional items  
 



  

  

Highways England consultation - The FTA, has responded to the consultation on the A303 at Stonehenge, the main 

points raised by the Association were:  

 

• The southern surface route, south of the World Heritage Site (WHS) (Option 2 Route F) remains the 

Associations preferred option. A surface route would provide for all vehicle types and goods carried. 

maximize the benefits to the WHS through the removal of the trunk road and associated traffic delays 

during the proposed tunnel construction. 

• Highways England must confirm at the earliest opportunity its intentions regarding any tolling or charging 

schemes. 

• The Association supports the proposal to develop the junction at the A303/A345 Countess roundabout. 

• To allow road users to plan, advanced warnings of restrictions and road closures should be communicated 

in advance of work. And  

• Provision should be built into the plans to accommodate lorry parking facilities.  

 
Council were informed that this consultation was now closed and the responses were being reviewed by Highways 
England.  
 
A303 Sparkford to Ilchester Consultation Response - HE are proposing to dual the 3-mile section of single 
carriageway between Sparkford and Ilchester. Council were informed that FTA had responded to this consultation 
which was now closed.  
 
Dorset County Council Funding Bid - Members received an update on FTA meetings with Dorset County Council 

regarding a funding bid to improve North/South access along the A350.  

 
Any Other Business   
Council were Invited to raise any other business not already covered on the agenda.  
 

• Council were asked for their views on FTA’s Driver Agency Accreditation Scheme, were they aware of the 

scheme and do they use it, if not what were the reasons for not doing so?  In response, interest was expressed 

of the scheme, to the extent that it was suggested that it forms the basis of a presentation at the next meeting. 

Fowler Welsh were in attendance they are big supporters of the scheme and will only use accredited agencies. 

Awareness again was limited with around five members aware. When asked if members would use an 

accredited agency, comments included – not enough geographical coverage, procurement policies particular 

in larger companies normally went through umbrella groups or by low cost tender.  

• Council were informed that UK Council would be held on 04.05.17 at One Great George Street in London. 

The Vice Chairman confirmed attendance.  

• Council were informed of a series of FTA in cab camera workshops, council were invited to attend.  

Date of next meeting  
The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the South West Freight Council would be Wednesday 21 June, - 
Buckerell Lodge Hotel, Topsham road Exeter. The June meeting will be followed by a member briefing.  
 
The Chairman thanked all for attending before bringing the meeting to a close at 13.00.       

 
Apologies 
Paul Atkinson OTB Eveling LLP 
Caroline Conners UPS (UK)Ltd 
Martin Crocker Wessex Water 
Carl Druce Olleco (Central Finance) 
Mark Forster Viridor Waste Management Ltd 
Paul Murray  XPO Supply Chain UK Limited 
John Ponsillo Bradford & Sons Ltd 
Gary Purps XPO Logistics 
James Quick Cleansing Service Group Ltd 
Tom Yelland Taunton DAF 
 


