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Wednesday 21 June 2017 
Buckerell Lodge Hotel, Topsham Road,  

Exeter, EX2 4SQ 

 
 
 
Chairman 
Peter Woodhouse Stone King LLP 
 
Council Members 
Paul Atkinson OTB Eveling LLP 
Louise Barnes Wessex Water 
Paul Chesterman  Somerset CC.  
Robin Cooke Always Cleansing Ltd 
Haydn Davies Exeter City Council 
Tony Edmonds Wincanton Plc 
Eddie Farley Jetcare Services 
Doug Hodson QinetiQ 
Brian Lomas Breedon Group 
Ian MacDonald Babcock International  
Simon Parsons Connect Group Plc 
Keith Pound Ryder Ltd 
Matthew Price CSG 
Gary Purps DPD Group Plc.  
James Quick Cleansing Service Group Ltd 
Graham Randall Waste Management Systems Ltd 
Andy Rodley DHL Supply Chain 
Dave Willis Kier Group 
Tom Yelland Taunton DAF 
 
Guest 
Robin Walker  
 
FTA Staff  
Ian Gallagher  Head of Policy – South West & Wales 
Christopher Snelling  Head of National & Regional Policy 
Es Shepherd Head of Member advice Center 
Patrick Cobb Contract Manager – VIS 
Gino Falco Membership Relations Manager 
 
 
 
Welcome, Introduction and Apologies for absence   
The chairman welcomed attendees to the June meeting of the FTA’s South West Freight Council. All members, 
including new members to councils were welcomed to the meeting.   It was agreed to record apologies in the usual 
manner.  
 
Minutes and Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising from the minutes from the last meeting held on the 05. April 2017.  
 
Secretary’s report  
Council were provided with an update on the following issues: 
 
Election & Brexit Update - The election results have surprised everyone in Brussels and the general feeling is that 
this is not good for the Brexit negotiations, with an increased likelihood of no deal at the end of the negotiations.  
 

Considering the confusion arising from the result of the General election, FTA has called on the new Government to 
review its decision to leave the EU Customs Union. We have emphasised that exiting the Customs Union threatens 
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the imposition of tariffs, border checks, customs declarations and huge amounts of bureaucracy for the significant 
number of UK businesses that trade in the EU, and the logistics organisations that deliver their goods for them. 
 
On Monday 19 June, Michel Barnier and David Davis issued a joint press release announcing the start of the Brexit 
negotiations. The agenda for this first meeting has been published: Negotiators are expected to focus almost 
exclusively on the structure of negotiations and agree how the talks will be conducted. Barnier’s Task Force released 
two negotiating documents detailing the EU negotiating position on citizens’ rights and on the so-called ‘exit bill’. The 
document focuses on the rights that should be granted to EU and UK citizens, the scope of these rights (e.g. family 
members, citizens that have worked in the UK or in the EU in the past, children, etc.…) and contains proposals on the 
mutual recognition of qualifications, whereby qualifications acquired in the EU pre-Brexit should be recognised in the 
UK post-Brexit, and vice versa.  
 
Driver CPC – latest - The Transport Council met on the 8 June in Luxembourg and adopted their initial draft text on 
the revision of the Driver CPC Directive. FTA has scored a potential policy win here as our suggested text on avoiding 
mandatory periodic training has been taken on board and adopted. The attention now turns to the Transport Committee 
of the European Parliament and the formulation of its text, expected to be agreed in October, as the Maltese 
Presidency of the Council has explicitly called for a First Reading deal on the dossier. This is highly probable and 
would mean that an agreement could be reach just before the end of the year or early 2018 and therefore published 
in the Official Journal before Brexit.  
 
The secretary updated members on the outcomes from UK Council held on 04. May 2017 
 
Driver facilities – RoFC made further refinements to the Drivers’ Facilities charter, the meeting was reminded that 
this was not something that industry would meet unilaterally – the charter includes obligations on Government, Local 
Authorities and Service providers, so the charter outlines necessary action from all parties not simply that of industry.   
 
Driver Agency Accreditation Scheme – the broad view of the council was that few were aware of the scheme.  We 
are in the process of rearranging the management of the scheme internally, which will hopefully put FTA in a better 
position to market it.  Members supported the principle and saw a continued role for the scheme in industry.   
 
Discussed Clean Air Zones, although this was before the expected Government announcement – this is on today’s 
agenda so we will discuss this later.   
 
Future of Operator licensing – Road Freight Council had a ‘scoping discussion’ on the future of O-
licensing.  Beverley Bell’s indicated that she was pressing for reform of the o-licence fee structure, i) to get more 
money and ii) to make the fees ‘fairer’ in respect of fleet size and the amount of work an application makes for OTC.   
Ms Bell has also said in the interview that she believes there should be a fleet-size element to the o-licence fee and 
the “industry, through the trade associations, supports that view”.  The Secretary was keen to highlight that FTA does 
not support that view and has not yet established a policy on the position.  In Road Freight Council, members 
discussed that if such proposals were to come forward, what would we want to see alongside them?   
 
Suggestions include:  
 

• Service Level Agreement between Traffic Commissioners and industry 

• Single GB traffic area 

• Remove TCs’ involvement in environmental matters 

• Remove requirement to advertise operating centres in local press 

• Removal of the operator licence disc 

• Prioritisation of particular functionality of Vehicle Operator Licensing (VOL) 
 
Earned Recognition (ER) - DfT has asked FTA to outline what sorts of factors could the ER scheme include to 
provoke wider interest.  Following a discussion in Road Freight Council, FTA wrote to DfT suggesting the following:  
  

• Private testing of own vehicles 

• Exemption from testing or increase frequency of test 

• Self-clearance of prohibitions 

• Fast track o-licence applications and variations 

• Preferential access to ‘constrained’ infrastructure (e.g. bus lanes and toll roads).   
 

Any subsequent proposals would be put to the full round of Councils, however one member confirmed that they were 
going through the process.   
 
Sharing of papers – Council were reminded to treat any papers supporting the Freight Council process as confidential 
to those discussions. Members were asked to direct any enquiries regarding the AR to FTA staff.  
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FTA driver of the year - Council were informed that for the third year, FTA was running Driver of Year. The competition 
has been opened to non-members and has an extra category for young drivers. The competition will run from the 12th 
to 14th September at the Mercedes Benz site near Barnsley. Council were asked if they could sponsor five similar 
vehicles for the duration of the event. 
 
Reform of Road Transport legislation 
The European Commission has published its Mobility Package which contains several legislative proposals revising 
the existing body of EU law for road transport. While these proposals are unlikely to enter into force before Brexit, DfT 
has indicated that the UK could decide to implement them anyway, once adopted by the Council and the European 
Parliament.  Members’ provided the following comments on the proposals: 
 
Euro vignette –. Council suggested that any changes to the way vehicles are taxed would mean higher costs, it was 
argued that the keeper is already paying through fuel duty, with the higher the mileage the more duty. Council believed 
that any change would also require a new IT system to capture this information and anticipated a high cost for this. it 
was also suggested that vehicle emissions must play a role in the amount a vehicle is taxed. 
 
Road Tolling – Council were supportive of a single box for all tolled or charged infrastructure.  
 
Council then discussed proposals on Access to the Occupation 
  

• Vans – There was general agreement that introducing more checks, including financial standing into the 
van sector was positive. However, concern that although a van operator can prove that they have enough 
money, it doesn’t mean it would be spent on maintenance.  It was suggested that before vans were 
included into Operator Licensing there needed to be a change to a single UK licence.  

• Establishment – council agreed that the data was available but viewed it as an additional admin burden 
with little to no benefit for them.  

• Cabotage - Council did not agree with the liberalisation of the cabotage rules. Adding that this has the 
potential of increasing the number of non-GB vehicles on GB roads – what about additional parking 
arrangements, one member confirmed that they were already using non-GB registered operators, 
following the change, they would look to benefit from this proposal. The so called 'level playing field' was 
questioned along with the potential impact on road safety through poorly maintained vehicles coming from 
the EU. The perception was that enforcement of EU vehicles on UK roads was not good enough now. 

• Shipper Liability -  Council supported proposals that shippers and freight forwarders who knowingly 
commission transport services which require the operator to commit infringements should be open to 
sanctions. In addition, Council agreed that such legislation should clarify that this would not divest a haulier 
of liability?   

 
Hired Vehicles – The proposed changes were generally supported, it was mentioned that 4 months would bring the 
vehicle in scope of many company maintenance regimes.  
 
Posting of Workers - it was argued that at a time when industry is looking to reduce burden this requirement does 
no more than adds to it. The legal position regarding data protection was questioned.    
 
Council then discussed proposals on EU Driver Hours rules and Tachograph proposals  
 

• It was argued that these proposals could compromise safety, why change from a system drivers already 
understand, it would just introduce complexity. With no EU operators in the room the overnight cab 
question wasn’t really discussed, although there was a recognition that this would be an issue for 
international operators.    

 
Ultra-Low Emission Zone consultation 
Council were informed of that the Mayor of London was consulting on a proposed start date for the Capital’s Ultra-
Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) of 8 April 2019, FTA had responded to this consultation.   
 
Air Quality – Clean Air Zones 
The Government has now issued its draft Air Quality Plan for the UK. Overall, there is much less detail than was hoped 
for, and uncertainty is likely to continue for some time. However, what we do know is that it will be E6, and the first 6 
cities including London and Southampton will implement zones in 2019. Southampton will include Hgvs buses and 
taxis, there is a possibility that plans could mean that vans would also be included. FTA expect that a document which 
is due for release on the 31 July 2017 will provide some details of a further 38 towns and cities where measures will 
need to be taken but will not inform members of the geography of the zones as this would be down to the Local 
Authorities. FTA has argued that local authorities should not be able to concentrate on vans alone but must include 
cars as well.  
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One council member queried the extent that ships docked in Southampton contributed to the air quality problem. The 
enforcement of these zones was also question, how would local authorities do this, in response the view was that this 
would be carried out by age of vehicle and the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) database.  
 
Shippers statement of weight 
A new EU Directive comes into force in July 2017 which will require shippers to provide a ‘Statement of Weight’ to 
hauliers moving their goods via container and swap body consignments on domestic and short international maritime 
journeys.  Members were asked to discuss the impacts of the new legislation on their operations. 
 
Council asked for clarity on what represents a shipper, for example is a freight forwarder a shipper or the customer 
who sent the goods into the forwarder?  Guidance must make it clear that this documentation is also required for a 
domestic Journey. It was felt that there was little protection regarding a single axle overload. In addition, Council were 
sceptical regarding enforcement for non-UK operators, how would a shipper outside the UK would be held 
accountable, and who would follow this up?  
 
It was suggested that the load manifest should provide a description of how the load is positioned in all sealed 
containers.  
 
London Lorry Control Scheme Review 
Members were briefed on the current review of this scheme.  
 
Council agreed that a review was overdue, however it was promising that the London Councils ahead agreed to review 
this scheme. it was suggested that the scheme was outdated noise from vehicles had reduced significantly therefore 
it was important that any outcome from this review included vehicle engine noise as a criterion.   
 
Direct Vision Standards – the discussion moved onto vehicle direct vision standards, the Mayor was keen to see 
these standards implemented on certain vehicles entering London by 2020. The aim was to reduce cycle fatalities 
therefore the standards were aimed at M3G vehicles. The intention was to introduce a star rating system based on 
vehicle driver all round vision, i.e. 0 for a poor performing vehicle and 5 for the best. 
 
In a recent meeting with TfL FTA had sight of a document which looked at how this measures might impact vehicles 
over 12 tonnes entering London – the following figures were presented:  
 

• Of all N3 vehicles over half would not meet the 0-star standard, with a further 15% failing to meet a 3-star 
rating.  This would mean that these vehicles would be banned from London roads from 2020.  

 
FTA are suggesting that these standards are unrealistic and should be redrawn.  
 
Comments from Council included: 
 

• With tippers overly represented in the fatality figures this common approach was disproportionate. 

• Manufacturers have introduced a E6 Cab which sits higher off the road – retrofitting windows into these 
would be impossible.  

• What about Cyclist education? 

• These requirements elate to all construction work and not just major works like cross rail. In response, it 
was reported that there were more cycle police in London and the measures were bringing the figures 
down based on the increase of tipper vehicles.   
  

Subsistence Rates  
Members received an update from Es Shepherd (MAC) on provisions surrounding the payment of subsistence rates. 
 
It was agreed to send out the briefing notes on subsistence rates and the changes to the sentencing guidelines.  
 
Secretary’s Note – the two briefing notes were sent out on the 23 June 2017.  
 
Regional Items 
Council were invited to discuss any regional issues not already covered on the agenda. 

• Bromley heath Viaduct Bristol. – Council were advised of the forthcoming work on the A4174 at the Bromley 
Heath viaduct. Gloucestershire County Council intend to close the Viaduct and introduce traffic restrictions 
for 33 – 52 weeks. council were advised to visit the Councils website for details. - 
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/streets/roads-road-works/major-roadworks/bromley-
heath-viaduct/ 

 

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/streets/roads-road-works/major-roadworks/bromley-heath-viaduct/
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/streets/roads-road-works/major-roadworks/bromley-heath-viaduct/
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Any Other Business   
Council were Invited to raise any other business not already covered on the agenda.  
 

• Western Area Maintenance Committee, Council were informed of the work of this group and invited to attend 
future meetings, - contact Council member, Eddie Farley - jefcare@btconnect.com or the Secretary for further 
details.  

• Break Isolation Devoice – Council were asked if they were aware of a device which would isolate the break 
of a vehicle whilst the engine is being used as a power take off. Comments included a second set of keys, the 
Maple System, and a run lock.  

• Members were informed that UK Council would be held on 06. July 2017 at One Great George Street in 
London. Brian confirmed attendance.   

• Council were informed that the Department for Transport had removed an exemption from driver licensing 
which allowed a driver holding a category C licence to drive a category D vehicle for road test and repair. 
The confusion arose from the fact that the removal should only have been for drivers who obtained that 
category post 19.01.13. FTA are working with the department with the aim to reinstate this exemption.  

 
Date of next meeting  
The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the South West Freight Council would be on Wednesday 25 October 
2017 at Haynes Motor Museum, Sparkford.  
  
The Chairman thanked all for attending before bringing the meeting to a close at 13.00.       

 
 
Apologies 
 
Andy Mears G4S Cash Solutions UK Ltd 
Claire Morley Fowler welch Ltd 
Robert Sargent Secanim Ltd 
Julian Thompson 24-7 Staffing Ltd 
Mark Vardon G4S Care & Justice Services (UK) Ltd 
Roger Woodford Brenntag UK Ltd 
John Ponsillo Bradford & Sons Ltd 
Richard Tempest Ryder Ltd 
Martin Ware  Bath & North East Somerset Council 
Stephen Lyon Bath & North East Somerset Council 
Martin Neal Barrettine Products Ltd 
David Hay Gregory Distribution Ltd 
Mark Karkeek South West Water Ltd 
Mark Forster Biffa Waste  
Paula Cornick DS Smith Recycling UK Ltd 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


