
Welsh Freight Council  
Minutes (19 January 2017)  
 

 

Thursday 19 January 2017 
Vale Hotel Resort, Hensol Park,  

Hensol CF72 8JY 
 

Chairman 
Geraint Davies    John Raymond Transport Ltd 
 
Council Members 
Vincent Brickley    Tandem Transport Ltd 
David Cook    Owens Group 
Callum Couper    Associated British Ports 
Andrew Davies    Backwatch Safety Products 
Peter Davies    Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council  
Mark Howe    Tarmac (Minimix) 
Ian Jarman    Owens Group 
Gordon Lambert   Tarmac Ltd  
Kevin Lewis    Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council 
Denise Lovering   Glenside Commercials Ltd 
Stuart Milligan    University of South Wales 
Danielle Morris    Tarmac Ltd  
John Morgan    Dyfed Steels Ltd 
Peter Murphy    Carlsberg  
John Roberts    Berrymans Lace Mawer LLP 
Gill Sheddick    Commercial Motors (Wales) Ltd 
Julie Waites    Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council  
 
Guests 
Sarah Clark     ASB law 
Tyrone Rees    Wales Extreme & Counter Terrorism Unit  
Terry Stevens     Wales Extreme & Counter Terrorism Unit   
 
FTA Staff 
Ian Gallagher     Head of Policy – Wales & South West  
Sally Gilson     Head of Skills Campaigns  
Steven Timberlake   Membership Relations Manager 
Patrick Cobb    Membership Relations Manager - VIS 
 

 
Welcome, Introduction and Apologies for absence   
The chairman welcomed attendees to FTA’s Welsh Freight Council Meeting. All members, including new members 
to Councils were welcomed.   It was agreed to record apologies in the usual manner. Council were reminded that 
election for regional and national representatives would be held later in the meeting any expressions of interest were 
welcome.  
 
Minutes and matters arising  
Council agreed the minutes of the October 2016 meeting, there were no matters arising.  
 
Secretary’s report  
Council were provided with information on the following issues: 
 
Proposals to increase MOT from 3 to 4 years – Council were informed of DfT proposals that would change the 
first MOT requirements for new cars and motorcycles. The change would mean that that an extra 2.2 million vehicles 
every year will avoid paying for the test. The Department for Transport (DfT) has indicated that safer technology and 
improved manufacturing methods ensure new vehicles stay roadworthy for longer than in the past. The 
announcement highlighted that the number of three or four-year-old cars involved in accidents where there was a 
vehicle defect has fallen by two thirds in the past decade, from 155 in 2006 to 57 in 2015.  
 



It was suggested that business carry out regular roadworthiness checks anyway, therefore this change would have 
little benefit for the compliant vehicle operator, however it could result in poorly maintained cars on UK roads.  
 
Severn Bridge Consultation launch – Council were informed that on the 12 January 2017 DfT had released a 
consultation on the future of the Severn Bridges, which will revert back into public ownership at the end of 2017. The 
consultation referred to a 50% decrease in toll charge for LGV’s, removal of the tier two charge for vans and sma ll 
passenger vehicles. This would put vans and small passenger vehicles into tier one where it was proposed to reduce 
the toll to £3.00. In addition, the consultation stated that it would explore options for free flow tolling and the potential 
for free of charge running between 22.00 and 06.00.  
 
Government response to Hand held devices -  The Government had responded to a consultation which looked at 
increasing the fines and penalties for drivers caught using a hand held mobile phone whilst driving. In the government 
response they indicated that they would increase the fine from £100 to £200 and penalty points would increase to 6 
points from 3 for all drivers. it was also the government intention to refrain from offering remedial courses for this 
offence. The changes were currently going through the parliamentary process which if agreed would come into force 
in March 2017 in combination with a THINK Campaign. Council suggested that FTA should be producing a guidance 
note on this subject.  
 
Presentation from - South Wales Police Counter Terrorist Security Advisor    

Council were addressed by Officers from the South Wales Police and Counter Terrorist Branch who provided an 
excellent overview of the threat of modern terrorism and the need for vigilance by vehicle operators in light of recent 
hi-jacking’s in France, Germany and Israel, where a goods vehicle became the weapon.  
 
The presentation highlighted the lack of secure lorry parking provision in the UK, this was an issue that the South 
Wales Police were raising in its discussion with central Government.  
 
Moved up the agenda - European Commission revision of the Driver CPC Directive 
Council were informed that following a consultation in 2013, to which FTA had submitted a response, the European 
Commission was launching a limited revision of the Driver Certificate of Professional Competence (CPC) Directive. 
The proposals contain various amendments that would go against current FTA policy, which is that the content of 
periodic training should remain at the discretion of the driver/operator and be based on company and driver needs 
rather than a centrally mandated decision.  
  
Council agreed with FTA’s existing policy on flexibility, agreeing that taking the same course 5 times should be 
changed, it was argued that given the wide range of skills in the sector, maximum flexibility should be retained. It 
was also agreed that the 7-hour block should be reduced. Members argued for and against a mandatory testing 
requirement.  
 
A suggestion was put forward that – drivers should be tested against a particular issue, i.e. driver’s hours or safe 
loading at the start of an approved course. If they then passed at a high rate i.e. 90% then the hours allocated for 
that course should be attributed to that driver without the need for any classroom work. If adopted the same course 
could not be sat more than once within 35 hours. 
 
Truck Cartel Presentation – Sarah Clarke, ASB Law 
Members received a presentation from ASB law about the European Commission’s ruling on Truck Cartels, the 
presentation provided background to the cartel and what actions were available to members who thought they might 
be entitled to compensation. Council were provided with a tabled briefing note which included contact information for 
further information. 
 
Comments from council included:  

• SME’s normally negotiate a price, one that offered a deal, how would the purchaser know if they had a case 

or not. – the starting price would have been higher than it should have therefore it can be assumed that the 

deal price would be based on this. If the true vehicle price was advertised, it could be assumed that the 

purchaser would have negotiated an even lower price.  

• It was suggested that manufacturers would only increase the prices of vehicles to recoup their losses.  



• The claim was made that the RHA had advised that only certain solicitors could act on an operator’s behalf. 

This was disputed by ASB, who went on to state why RHA may have indicated this. i.e. Class actions.  

• If Scania were still in the process of being investigated would it be worth waiting for an outcome this might 

save making two claims? 

• ASB Law were asked if FTA were receiving any payment by them for referrals, ASB confirmed that FTA 

approached ASB Law who represent the Association in other matters to provide members with the facts, any 

final decision on who a member uses would rest with the member, either way FTA were not receiving a 

payment. 

• Given the extended period of the cartel not all companies would have paperwork how would they be able to 

make a claim. – There were other avenues that could be explored.    

• If it is found that Scania were part of the cartel would they be expected to pay a bigger fine, - yes other 

members of the cartel had a 10 percent reduction in the fine, Scania would not.  

• Would this only be applicable in the EEA - Yes 

Enforcement of light commercial vehicles 
It was reported that FTA members, supported by members of the Van Excellence Governance Group, have long 
pressed for an increase in effective enforcement of the van sector. Members were asked to discuss a proposal for a 
levy being added to the MOT fee to fund enforcement of vans.  
 
Council confirmed that they were against any increase in fee, arguing for greater transparency of existing funding, 

I.e. where its spent by whom and what impact before agreeing to replacing the SEB with an MOT levy. council agreed 

that the fee shouldn’t be increased for no discernible improvement – DVSA needed to be able to provide evidence 

of the effectiveness of existing funding available through the SEB before any increase.  

Technical Changes to Motor Insurance – tabled paper 
Council were asked to comment on a DfT consultation which was based on a European Court of Justice ruling. The 
ruling required an amendment by the European Commission of the Motor Insurance Directive. If adopted without 
change then it would require all vehicles to have a minimum third party motor insurance, this would bring in scope a 
wide range of vehicles which are currently not subject to these requirements. The consultation looked at a number 
of areas including options, SORN, derogations, penalties, enforcement and Brexit.  
 

• Of the two options, Council agreed that the second option was preferable, this option was seen as a less 

onerous interpretation of the ECJ. By choosing option 2 it removed the requirement for third party motor 

insurance on Private land. However, council were clear that further discussion was required regarding the 

definition of ‘land to which the public has access’. It was agreed that option 2 made no changes to SORN 

arrangements.  

• Council agreed that any enforcement of the changes needed to be light touch, there was concern that a 

comprehensive policy for ‘newly in scope’ vehicles could lead to a large increased in administration costs. 

• Whist discussing derogations council suggested that pedestrian controlled vehicles, those with a limit speed, 

and the size of the vehicle i.e. toy car should not be exempt.  

• Council were in full agreement that a Brexit sunset clause should be written into any changes by government.  

Use of self-employed and agency workers 
In October, the Prime Minister commissioned an in-dependent review into Employment Practices in the Modern 
Economy, to be run by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), the House of Commons 
BEIS Committee has also launched an inquiry into the Future World of Work and Rights of Workers. Both the review 
and inquiry are investigating the use of self-employed and agency workers, especially focusing on the so-called ‘gig 
economy’. Members were asked to confirm the reasons for using agency drivers and self-employed.   
 
Council members confirmed that agency drivers were used to provide maximum flexibility for periods of sickness and 
peak time cover. Some also confirmed that they used self-employed owner drivers, for some this was a deliberate 
company policy, it was noted that in aggregate industry this was common practice. There was a question mark raised 



concerning the requirement for owner driver to put the customer’s livery on a vehicle, there was agreement that in 
cases like this an operator could/would not be used by competitor companies.  
 
Ministerial round-table on driver facilities - not discussed due to time constraints – council referred to AR, any 
comments to the secretary.  
 
Regional Items  
Council were asked to raise any regional issues.  
 
Apprenticeship Levy – Council were updated on the latest position regarding the Apprenticeship Levy in Wales. 
FTA had written to the Skills Minister Julie James, looking for clarification on how the Welsh Government will 
administer the scheme. in her response it was clear that the WG believed that they already have apprentice 
programmes active in Wales and any money received by them would go into the general pot. FTA will continue to 
work with the WG to ensure that operators in Wales benefit from this Levy.  
 
M4 Corridor. – Council were informed that it was the intention of the WG to hold the revised Public Enquiry into the 
M4 corridor improvements around Newport in February. There would also be a pre enquiry at the end of January.  
 
Consultation on National Assembly for Wales change of name – The National Assembly for Wales were currently 
consulting on a change of name. examples included Parliament for Wales, or Welsh Members of Parliament.   
 
Any Other Business   
Council were Invited to raise any other business not already covered on the agenda.  
 

• Council were reminded to watch enews for news on the TfL consultation on direct vision requirements.  

• Council were asked to complete the FTA QTAS survey that was sent out earlier this month. 

• Council were informed that UK Council would be held on 2nd February 2017 at One Great George Street in 

London. The Chairman confirmed attendance.  

Elections of Regional and UK Council representatives for the Welsh Freight Council,  
it was agreed that the following would take up posts:  
 
Chair, Geraint Davies   
Vice Chair, Dave Watkins and Ian Jarman.   
Road Freight Council,  Geraint Davies, Ian Jarman, Peter Murphy  
British Shippers Council,  Callum Couper  
 
Council were encouraged to provide suggestions for the vacant post of Rail Freight Council. 
 
Date of next meeting  
The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the Welsh Freight Council would be on Thursday 6 April 2017 at 

Vale Hotel resort, Hensol Park, Hensol CF72 8JY.  

 

The Chairman thanked all for attending before bringing the meeting to a close.       
 

Apologies 
Andrew Banks    Stone King LLP 
Stewart Gregory   FAUN Zoeller Ltd 
Simon Griffin    Watts Truck & Van Ltd 
Andy Keohane    Tillery Valley Foods Ltd 
Jill Parrish    Torfaen County Borough Council 
Andrew Pettiford   Wales & West Utilities Ltd 
Huw Salway    Euro Commercials 
David Watkins     CEM Day Ltd 
Roger Davies     W.G. Davies   


