
 
Yorkshire & Humberside Freight Council draft minutes 
12th January 2017 at Tankersley Manor, Barnsley 

a 

 

Attendees 

 

Kevin Abel   Gary Hodgson   Guy Ripley  Mark Thornton 

Phil Belk   Andrew Hollingsworth Richard Tallis  Chris Pickles 

Wayne Beresford  Garry Jones   Mick Thompson Terry Dunne 

Dave Clark   Shawn McCowliff  Philip Thompson Emma Smith 

Andrew Darby   Brendan McNamara  Peter Tod  Jamie Sharp 

Karl Dawson   Corinne Murphy  John Walter  Darren Endeacott  

Mark Glendinning  Paul Nippress   Robert Wilkinson 

Ian Goldthorpe  Stewart Potter  Paul Wright 

David Harvey-Steinburg Janette Pursey  Simon Howarth 

 

Apologies 

 

Gary Clark 

John Dargie 

Mark Davies 

Ken Hardgrave 

Paula Hartley 

John Luty 

Mick McMahon 

Kevin Rhodes 

David Simpson 

Mark Sutcliffe 

 

FTA Staff: Malcolm Bingham, James Firth, Aimee Redmond, Jim Mower, Jon Brewer 

 

1. Introduction and welcome 

 

An introduction and welcome was given to new members Dave Clark, Darren Endeacott, Garry 

Jones, Mark Jones, Andy Naylor, Chris Pickles, Emma Smith, Philip Thompson, Mark Thornton, 

Simon Howarth, Terry Dunne and Jamie Sharp.  

 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

 

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed as true and accurate with no matters 

arising. 

 

3. Issues arising from National Council on 8 November 2016, and attendance at UK 

Council on 2 February 2017 

 

Members were briefed on the discussion items at National Council on 8th November. It was 

confirmed that Stewart Potter, John Walter, Kevin Abel, Ken Hardgrave and Mark Sutcliffe will 

attend the next National Council meeting taking place on 2nd February.  

 

4. FTA Policy Wins 2016 

 

Council were briefed on the FTA’s Policy wins of 2016. 

 

5. Elections 

 

With current chair Stewart Potter standing down from his position it was confirmed that Kevin 

Abel will be appointed Chair of the Yorkshire and Humberside Freight Council beginning in April, 

with all Road Freight Council representatives continuing from 2016.  



 

 

Invites were welcomed from members for deputies, British Shippers Council and also Rail Freight 

Council. 

 

6. Brexit 

 

Members were updated on developments impacting the transport sector in preparatory work for 

the UK’s departure from the European Union.  

 

Council agreed the financial cost of decisions resulting from Brexit must be considered as cost is 

likely to have a huge impact on organisations. It was questioned whether statistics can be 

provided to outline the cost impact on the potential tax increase for customs trade preferences. 

 

7. Use of self-employed and agency workers 

 

Following several recent high-profile employment cases FTA has been reviewing its compliance 

advice on the use of self-employed workers in the industry, and also where this impacts upon 

agency workers also. Council were asked their approach to using self-employed workers.  

 

Members agreed that they typically use self-employed workers during peak season to cover 

holidays and also to during sickness which provides greater flexibility for work force. Using self-

employed and agency drivers was viewed as a ‘try before you buy’ option for companies in order 

to ensure the quality of potential full time employees before offering employment. However, it 

was noted that due to the high earnings of agency workers it is not always possible for 

companies to take advantage of this as such workers would earn less as a full time employee.  

 

Council also agreed self-employed contractors are used based on seasonality and where business 

is not logistically feasible.  

 

Questions were raised surrounding the technicalities of self-employed workers and the 

requirement to prove an individual is working for numerous organisations in order to gain self-

employed status. Clarity regarding a driver working as a limited self-employed company was 

suggested as this type of driver is technically not classed as self-employed.  

 

8. Driver facilities 

 

Following an industry meeting with the Roads Minister members were asked to consider what 

might be included in a quality charter for driver facilities.  

 

Members agreed that within their organisations facilities such as showers, toilets and first aid are 

available to drivers. However, it was noted by members that in some instances accessing the 

provided facilities can provide a health and safety risk, for example having to pass certain areas 

or equipment. In the case of an accident in this situation, it would leave the company liable and 

therefore may lead to not providing facilities due to the risk involved.  

 

9. Truck manufacturers’ cartel case 

 

Council were joined by Sarah Clark of ASB Law in order to provide an update and advice 

regarding the Commission’s ruling, what happens next and what members can do if they think 

they may be entitled to compensation.  

 

Questions and comments raised after the presentation included; what exactly is required to 

calculate losses? Is it only worthwhile for companies with large amounts of vehicles? Who is 

monitoring that this won’t happen again? How is the second hand market effected? Is there a 

potential health risk related to the emissions? Concern was also expressed that manufacturers 

my increase the cost of vehicles in order to cover their lost cost due to high fines.   

 

10.  Enforcement of light commercial vehicles  



 

 

The Department for Transport is expected to consult shortly on proposals to transfer funding of 

enforcement of light commercial vehicles onto the van MOT fee. Members were asked for their 

views on what the Association should be pushing for with regards to the forthcoming 

consultation.  

 

Members agreed they would support a levy being added to the MOT fee as they strongly believe 

there is a need for enforcement of vans. However, members would like to see additional money 

added to the funding as well as the proposal of transferring already existing money. It was also 

agreed that members would like to see a model of where and how to money will be spent.  

 

11.  Driver CPC 

 

The European Commissioner is expected to publish proposals for changes to the Driver CPC 

Directive, Council were briefed on FTA’s position to the proposals and asked to consider if this 

should be amended. 

 

Council agreed on the Associations current position on Driver CPC, although suggestions were 

made regarding the repetition of courses and modules as this is not seen to be beneficial to 

drivers and can devalue the content that is delivered. It was questioned whether a limit can be 

placed on courses and modules to ensure they are not repeated each time training is 

undertaken.  

 

It was also suggested that including mandatory sessions within the training would ensure drivers 

are provided with essential information along with their personal choice of module.  

 

 

12.  Autumn statement 

 

Members were briefed on the outcomes of the Chancellor’s Autumn statement including the 

continuing freeze of fuel duty, infrastructure investment, increase in insurance premium tax, 

future transport and environment and increase in national living wage.  

 

13.  Regional items 

 

Council were updated on the progress to elect local Mayors in the North of England in May 2017, 

and the potential effect they will have on Freight Operations.  

 

14.  Any other issues raised by members  

 

Technical changes to motor insurance was raised at the end of the meeting to inform members 

of a Government published consultation from December 2016. The main objective of the 

consultation is to provide more victims of motor vehicle accidents with a straightforward route 

for claiming compensation where the user is at fault. A document outlining the proposed changes 

was circulated to all members.  

 

The next meeting of the regional council will be held on Thursday 6th April at Tankersley Manor  


