
Engineering investigation

Black Country-based CV repair and maintenance 
centre A&R Vehicle Services uses FTA’s 
engineering investigation team to assess vehicles 
and trailers for major clients. It looks after fleet 
vehicles for major third-party logistics companies, 
often working for blue-chip accounts of their own. 

One of A&R’s contracts involves maintaining 
specialist trailers which carry abnormally wide and 
long loads for the aviation industry. 

A&R operations director Colin Bannister has 
repeatedly tasked FTA with assessing the condition, 
lifespan and refurbishment potential of such kit.

“Trailers like these represent substantial 
investment for our clients and are very specific in 

       We use FTA 
because they 
have such strong 
recognition that 
our clients need no 
encouragement. 
They know they will 
get good value
Colin Bannister, operations 
director, A&R Vehicle Services

●   Detailed and comprehensive 
appraisal of each vehicle or trailer

●   The appraisals allow optimal planning 
and best whole life costs for each 
asset

Key benefits 

purpose,” says Bannister. “It is important to get 
each one checked by an engineering consultant 
to see how much more life they have in them, 
and when the decision should be taken to replace 
them. We use Freight Transport Association 
because they have such strong recognition that 

our clients need no encouragement. They know 
they will get good value.”

FTA looks at all aspects of the equipment including 
its roadworthiness, repair costs, potential 
refurbishment costs, residual value and a strategy 
for end-of-life and replacement. 

“The reports are very comprehensive, very detailed 
appraisals,” says Bannister. “I have been told they 
are the best in the industry and I can believe that. 
We are members of FTA for our own purposes but it 
is a very useful connection for our clients as well. 

“FTA is a good association for us to have. Being 
able to call on their engineering expertise is 
commercially valuable,” he says.


