
  

 

East of England Freight Council Minutes 
 

Tuesday 19 June 2018 

Bedford Lodge Hotel, Bury Road 

Newmarket, Suffolk, CB8 7BX 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 

▪ The meeting was chaired by Eric Fisher from DS Smith. 

▪ The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

▪ Members were reminded by the Secretary about new guidance on competition law compliance.  Full 

details can be found on page 5 of the Policy Report. 

 

REPORT FROM UK COUNCIL 

▪ Kevin Barcroft reported back from discussions at UK Council on 9 May including emission defeat devices, 

driver safety and behaviour, road pricing and the work of the National Infrastructure Commission on its 
freight study. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

▪ Members received a Secretary’s report which included updates on Brexit (including road haulage permits 
for international movements); trailer registration; UK target for HGV carbon reduction; progress with 
Longer Semi Trailer trial; review of Senior Traffic Commissioner Guidance and Directions; and EU reform 
of Drivers Hours/tachographs, Operator Licencing (including vans), and fuel efficiency and safety 

requirements for new HGVs. 

 

REGIONAL ITEMS 

FC6 Oxford to Cambridge Expressway 

▪ The first Road Investment Strategy (RIS 1) set a strategic vision for the continued development and 
improvement of the Strategic Road Network and identified six strategic studies to help inform the 
development of RIS 2. One of these was the Oxford to Cambridge Strategic Study. The study has been 
commissioned by the Department for Transport and undertaken on their behalf by Highways England, it 
aims to investigate the case for linking existing roads to form an Oxford to Cambridge expressway which 
would create a high-quality, east-west link between Oxford and Cambridge, via Bedford and Milton 
Keynes. 

▪ Members felt that the obvious route that they should have used is junction 11a on the M1. 

▪ The preferred route will be announced in the summer. 

▪ The Government published the preferred route on 12 September.  Further details will be provided at the 
next meeting in October.  

 

FOR DECISION 

FT1 Van VED Reform 

▪ Members were asked to decide the response to the Government proposals to charge a lower VED rate for 
low emission vans, and a higher charge for those that do not meet the requirement. 

▪ Members said that the proposed approach of introducing CO2 bands for vans would be unlikely to make 

any difference to purchasing decisions, to do so, the levels would need to be far higher.  There would 
need to be some level of pain for it to actually change behaviour. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/corridor-announced-to-unlock-full-potential-of-englands-economic-heartland?utm_source=ce6dc4d7-ea3b-4258-be63-0c3ae36612bb&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
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RD2 Vehicle Recovery Charges 

▪ Members were asked to report on and discuss impact of changes to police vehicle recovery charges in 

Scotland and potential effect on English charges. 

▪ Under Scottish Governments proposals, the regulations would prescribe different charges for different 

vehicle categories and incident scenarios. Members agreed with the current categories and scenarios but 
said that there should be some form of Service Level Agreement.   

▪ Members said that authorities should be removing vehicles quicker to reopen roads sooner and reduce 
congestion.  We need to determine what a reasonable time would be for operators to arrange recovery of 
their own vehicles.  It would depend on whether it is blocking the road or not.   

▪ The definition of laden and unladen needs to be clearer. 

▪ It was felt that the scale of the charges quoted are extortionate and we should question the element of 

choice.  Operators should be allowed to arrange their own recovery (within a reasonable time limit). 

 

FOR DISCUSSION 

FT1 Non-road mobile machinery and red diesel call for evidence 

▪ Members discussed the Government’s call for evidence and the impact of restricting the ability to utilise 
red diesel in some operations and agree the FTA response.  

▪ A number of members confirmed that they use red diesel in refrigerated vehicles, gritters, road 

construction, tar & chipping and container handlers.   

▪ It was commented that red diesel is the same specification as used in other vehicles.  The biggest issue 
in terms of emissions is not the fuel, but the engines it is being used in which are often old and less 
efficient. 

▪ It was also commented that most fridges have an electric hook-up, so this may encourage them to plug 
in rather than running on diesel.  However, the reason that some have gone for fridge units with red-

diesel options is because they don't have the electric charging infrastructure at depots. 

▪ If access to red diesel was reclassified as normal use and therefore the full duty had to be paid, this 
would mean a significant increase in running costs for some companies.  For local authorities using red 
diesel, this would most likely result in them having to reign back on some of the things they do such as 

mowing verges and sports fields. 

 

RD3 HGV Testing facilities 

▪ Members views were sought on the current difficulties arising from HGV testing availability and FTA 
actions in this area. 

▪ A number of models for the annual test are under consideration.  Earned Recognition would only be a 
real benefit if certified operators could also test other companies' vehicles.  Members could not see how 
an ‘arm's length’ testing body would improve the situation as presumably they would be subject to public 
sector pay scales.  To make any difference, it would need to be a private sector body.  Instead, members 
felt that we should be pushing for full privatisation of testing.  We need to count up the amount of 

facilities which have the capability and the willingness to conduct testing.   

▪ Members said that we should be using the local authority testing stations.  They have the facilities and 
they don't do repairs, so they are set up to do it.   

▪ Members commented that this is not an issue with a lack of facilities, it is an issue with lack of staff, 
because DVSA is constrained by public sector pay scales.  DVSA need to re-evaluate their pay scales as 
even local authorities, which are subject to public sector pay scales, are offering far more attractive 
salaries.  They are also not paid for their travelling time which is demoralising.   

 

Consultation on changes to financial standing rates for restricted licences 

▪ The Traffic Commissioners are consulting on proposals to amend the financial standing rates for 
restricted operators. 

▪ Members questioned why we need a two-tier system of licences.  We should we question why there are 
restricted licences.  It was commented that the stats would suggest that restricted licence holders (such 

as scaffolders) are more likely to appear in front of the Traffic Commissioner. Members felt that all 
companies operating HGVs should have a qualified Transport Manager. 
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▪ It was commented that there is no evidence to show that finance affects compliance, non-compliance 
with restricted licence holders is far more to do with lack of a qualified Transport Manager. 

▪ Members asked why this review was taking place now.  It was felt that we should wait until after Brexit 
when we can review all of the financial standing fees and have a fundamental review of the restricted 

licence system and potentially scrap it.  

▪ Members questioned if DVSA, when carrying out roadside enforcement, actually check whether the goods 
being carried are really own account or if they are covering other people’s goods.  They asked if there 
have ever been any prosecutions for carrying other people’s goods on a restricted licence. 

 

RD4 & RD8 Improving HGV Driver Facilities, including Operation Stack 

▪ Members discussed the results of the Government’s survey of shortage of lorry parking regionally and 

across England and the latest measures announced. 

▪ Members welcomed the review of lorry parking facilities but commented that Highways England and local 
authorities are still coning off laybys which is reducing the availability of places for drivers to stop. 

▪ In terms of Operation Stack, members said that we need to be focusing on day-to-day business, such as 

the lack of overnight parking facilities, rather than emergency situations.   

 

RD5 Category B driving licence derogation for alternatively fuelled commercial vehicles 

▪ Members were asked for comments on the European Union’s response to the UK Government request to 
seek a temporary derogation from the European Union third Driving Licence Directive (2006/126/EC) to 
allow alternatively-fuelled vehicles up to a maximum authorised mass of 4,250kg to be driven on a 
category B driving licence within the United Kingdom. 

▪ Members said that the five-year authorisation for category B licence holders would have an impact on 
their decision to purchase alternatively powered vehicles, but that they are not going to get pay back for 

the vehicle within that timeframe. However, post Brexit, the Government will be able to make a local 
amendment to make the derogation permanent. 

▪ The training required would depend on the drive train i.e. what to do if you have LPG or hydrogen on 
board. 

▪ Training should be administered by the operator and be JAUPT accredited and should be recorded on a 
certificate or driver card. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Eric Fisher’s last meeting 

▪ It was Eric Fisher’s last meeting as he leaves DS Smith in the summer.  He was thanked by members for 
his many years of service as chair of the East of England Freight Council and was given a gift. 

 

Date of next meeting 

▪ Tuesday 23 October 2018 at the Bedford Lodge Hotel 

 

UK Council 

▪ Wednesday 5 July 2018 at One Great George Street 
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ATTENDEES 

Chairman 

Eric Fisher   DS Smith 

 

Members 

Joe Addison   Glazewing Ltd 

Danny Alborough  Milebay Consultancy Ltd 

James Andrews   Maritime Transport 

Kevin Barcroft   Simply Waste Solutions 

Jamie Bielawski   Forterra Building Products Ltd 

John Burbridge   Turners (Soham) Ltd 

Chris Clark   Wincanton 

Phil Clifford   Fleet Consultant 

Daniel Hart   Birketts LLP 

Paul Hutchings   Luton Borough Council 

Andrew Kingdon  Kier Fleet Services 

Peter Lambert   Milebay Consulting Ltd 

Chris Palmer   Transam 

Robin Peck   Norfolk County Council 

Katerina Silhanova  Fowler Welch 

Paul Smalley   Kier Fleet Services 

Tim Smart   Frontier Agriculture 

Simon Smith   Dacorum Borough Council 

Es Shepherd   Consultant 

 

FTA Staff 

Natalie Chapman  Head of South of England and Urban Policy 

Rebecca Kite   Environmental Policy Manager 

Jon Noble   Membership Relations Manager 

Chris Wainwright  Membership Relations Manager 

 

Apologies 

Paul Allera   Fowler Welch 

Peter Brown   Hertfordshire County Council 

Peter Chivers   P&O Ferrymasters 

David Cooke   Fowler Welch 

Derek Daly   Goldstar Transport Ltd 

Geof Driscoll   TCS Ltd 

Paul Duggan   Paul Duggan Consulting 

Emily Dunn   XPO Supply Chain UK Ltd 

Chris Francis   Turners (Soham) Ltd 

Neil Hammond   DHL Supply Chain 

Brian Middleton   Hertfordshire Fire & Rescue 

Richard Pelly   Pellys Transport & Regulatory Law 

Tim Ridyard   Ashtons Legal 

Garry Rudd   Agricultural Industries Confederation 

Graham Sheridan  FCC Recycling (UK) Lrd 

Michael Whatling  Geodis UK 


