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Road Freight Council 

Minutes of the meeting held at the One Great George Street, London, SW1P 3AAon 

Thursday 8 November 2018 at 0930 

 
 
PRESENT  ) 
   ) 
IN ATTENDANCE ) As recorded in the minute book 
   )  
APOLOGIES  ) 
 
 

ROAD/18/36 Apologies and personnel, competition law and compliance 

Apologies were taken as read and recorded in the minute book.   

Council noted the rules concerning the conduct of FTA meetings.   

ROAD/18/37 Minutes and matters arising 

FTA had responded to consultations on Red Diesel and Financial Resources for 
Restricted Operators in accordance with decisions taken at previous meetings.   

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 July 2018 were approved as a true 
and accurate record of the meeting.   

ROAD/18/38 Secretary’s Report 

Budget 

Council was updated on the impacts of the Chancellor’s Budget Statement on 
road transport.   

• Fuel duty was frozen for the 9th year; this followed intense and continued 
lobbying by FTA as a major partner of the FairFuel UK group and 
independently.  

• Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) was frozen again for HGVs.   

• The Government will introduce a reformed van VED system from April 2021.  
The original consultation proposed 2020, this 1 year delay was important to 
allow manufacturers to respond and prepare; also the proposed scheme now 



Road Freight Council 

identified 2 weight categories rather than the single one, thus avoiding 
penalising larger vans – a point that FTA had made.   

• Government will maintain the difference between alternative and main road 
fuel duty rates until 2032; this gives operators greater certainty to plan for 
investment in new fuel technologies in fleets.   

• Draft Roads Investment Strategy 2 announced (£25.3 billion) 

• Extra £420 million confirmed in this financial year for local authorities to 
repair potholes.   

• 'Soft' review of the Apprenticeship levy; This will allow the opportunity for 
FTA to gain some of its proposed amendments to the levy including reduction 
or abolition of 20% on the job training.   

Both FTA and Government had been doing significant amounts of work to 
prepare for a No Deal Brexit, despite the fact none of the parties to the 
negotiation want that to happen.  FTA had recently given oral evidence to the 
House of Lords EU internal market sub-committee on the expectation of haulage 
permits for international traffic.   

It highlighted that contingencies that civil servants were devising - such as the 
use of ECMT permits as a partial replacement of the Community Licence - were 
insufficient and would not make a significant difference given the discrepancy 
between the number of permits available and the volume of freight to be carried 
between the UK and the continent, and between the UK and the Republic of 
Ireland.  

FTA presented its assessment that the ECMT quota (984 annual permits for 
2019) would only cover 2 per cent to 5 per cent of transport needs. It has been 
calling for a land transport agreement with the EU, that should be separated 
from the more political issues if necessary and fast-tracked.  

The laws allowing Category B licence holders to drive alternatively fuelled 
vehicles up to 4.25t were now in force, but no one could yet deliver the 
training due to the finalisation of processes.  Whilst the training syllabus was 
close to completion, DVLA had yet to devise a method for the training registers 
to notify them of completed training, and a method for showing the 
entitlement on the driving licence.   

DVSA had indicated that it was in discussions with HS2 to develop a ‘bolt on’ to 
Earned Recognition for operators wishing to bid for transport work as part of 
the construction project.   

The Fleet Operator Recognition Scheme (FORS) concession is up for 
renewal in 2020 and there was now an opportunity to get a some meaningful 
changes to the current arrangements in which industry has lost faith. FTA was 
pushing for a single independently set ‘standard’ which was separate to any 
commercial operation of the ‘scheme’.   

FTA is pushing for choice in the market, so operators could pick from a range of 
auditors - rather than confined to the FORS Community Partnership, and pay 
their subscription and audit fees.   
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FTA had a number of meetings set up with Mike Brown, the Commissioner of 
Transport for London to discuss FORS.   

Some developments of Clean Air Zone proposals were reported.   

Derby had made the decision that it did not think a Clean Air Zone was 
necessary, but that still needs to be agreed by DEFRA.   

There was still no confirmed detail for the second wave of CAZs - those expected 
by the end of 2020.  But regional policy colleagues continued to engage with 
local authorities, so FTA can provide the most up to date likelihood in each 
case.   

Members were also briefed on future staff changes in the FTA policy team.  
A Scotland and Northern England policy manager was now being recruited.   

ROAD/18/39 Access to EU Workforce  

Council was updated on a report issued by the Migration Advisory Committee 
regarding the future of immigration with respect to the workforce.  A 
Government White Paper had been expected on the subject but delayed several 
times – it was suggested this might be so as not to impact Brexit discussions.   

There was not likely to be a technical briefing on the impacts surrounding ‘no-
deal’ such as had been issued in other technical areas of operation, but 
Government may produce a briefing note.   

It was reported that as the end of the first 24-month period of monitoring 
approached, numbers of apprenticeships in logistics was down but more specific 
data was needed to understand specific causes.   

Concern was expressed that the agriculture sector was being offered so many 
exemptions, when industries which support the sector – which were in as grave 
need – were not.   

It was suggested that more specific sectors needed to be identified which will 
need migrant workforce, or also that a study on warehousing should be 
undertaken.   

One member – whose normal peak preceded the majority of the industry’s – had 
reported significant difficulties in finding warehouse staff.   

It was suggested that the status of truck drivers should be elevated to above 
level 2, and migration policy should be based upon need around UK.   

ROAD/18/40 Changes to DVSA Sift Policy and HGV Enforcement Targeting  

Members were briefed on plans from the Driver and vehicle Standards Agency to 
change the sifting policy for green vehicles at roadside stops.  This was following 
an enforcement pilot carried out which showed surprising  prohibition rates 
amongst green OCRS operators 

It was suggested that the details of the pilot needed to be better understood 
including how many stops were made and how effective the stops were.   
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It was suggested that the enforcement arm was exceeding it’s counts for 
roadside encounter, staff could therefore reasonably be re-deployed to testing 
services but for the fact an internal policy currently prohibits this.   

Concern was expressed that part of the notice for the policy change was the 
further promotion of Earned Recognition. Further concern was expressed 
regarding the vast number of grey operators.  

DVSA needs to take a more dynamic approach to resource balance 
between enforcement and testing 

DVSA’s new Director of Enforcement, Marian Kitson will be invited to 
attend the next meeting of Road Freight Council.  

FTA must press DVSA to demonstrate that its targeting practices are 
effective.   

 Road/18/41  Maximum weights and dimensions of HGVs  

FTA had an established policy position to press for increases in vehicle 
efficiencies through increase maximum legal weights and dimensions for 
commercial vehicles.  The recent annual report of the Longer Semi Trailer trial 
had demonstrated continued environmental benefits with no evidence of 
increased risk to road safety.   

However, in making representations it had become apparent that FTA needed to 
have some proposals for law makers to consider and debate.   

It was suggested that FTA must be bold in making its proposals, generally it 
should pursue operation at vehicle design weight.  In discussions members 
suggested the following reforms would aid in efficiency of the road freight 
sector.  

• 52t GVW, 21m long on 7 axles 

• 44t on 5 axles 

• 48t GVW for road legs of intermodal journeys 

ROAD/18/42 Abnormal loads 

DfT has written to industry outlining revised arrangements for abnormal loads 
movements greater than 150t (STGO3).  The new arrangements require hauliers 
to commission an independent assessment of suitability of routes, and to use a 
water-based route if deemed most appropriate.  FTA has always supported the 
water preferred policy where possible.  

Members were concerned that any such schemes could start to inflate prices.  

It was queried whether hauliers would need to provide indemnity where 
someone else has chosen the route.   
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ROAD/18/43 Guide to Managing Drivers Hours 

Council discussed whether there was a need for a further guidance document on 
the management of drivers hours rules and records, similar to the function 
performed by the Guide to Maintaining Roadworthiness.   

Members suggested that there were sufficient resources available although not 
always in a straightforward to access format.   

Concern was raised, however regarding the lack of a defined set of expectations 
on the issue, yet there did appear to be an expectation of such a system at 
some prosecutions.  There was also consistency reported between DVSA 
examiners.  The guide could offer support in areas such as how often to 
download, managing infringements, managing repeat offenders, disciplinary 
requirements of agency drivers.   

FTA would review the feedback received from members.  

ROAD/18/44 Priorities for legislative change after Brexit 

Council agreed the following priorities for legislative reform:  

Constrained by EU Not constrained by EU DCPC amending directive 
Working time for mobile workers Professional competence for own 

account operators 
2-year course approvals 

Removal of staged vocational 
testing – allow CatB holder to take 
C+E 

Increase weights and dimensions of 
vehicles to improve efficiency in the 
road freight sector 

Remove requirement to carry DQC 
where a UK address can be proven 

Separate national and international 
TM CPC exams 

Allow recording of domestic drivers 
hours on smartphone apps 

Extend exemption from Driver CPC 
for mechanics conducting a road 
test to allow a ‘technical assistant’ 
to travel in the vehicle 

Remove Whole Vehicle Type 
Approval – particularly for trailers 

Remove requirement for Advanced 
Driving Instructor  

 

Driver CPC – flexibility of module 
timings  

  

‘Car’ driving test provides 
entitlement up to 7.5t 

  

Abolish VTG certificate   
 

ROAD/18/45 Any other business 

Emission zone in bath includes a trunk road.    

ROAD/18/46 Date of next meeting 

The next meeting of Road Freight Council will take place on Thursday 7 February 
2018 at One Great George Street, Westminster, London, SW1P 3AA. 



 

Rail Freight Council 

Minutes of the meeting held at One Great George Street, London, SW1P 3AA on 

Thursday 8 November 2018 at 09:30 

 
 
PRESENT  ) 
   ) 
IN ATTENDANCE ) As recorded in the minute book 
   )  
APOLOGIES  ) 
 
 

RAIL/18/28  Apologies and personnel, competition law and compliance 

Attendance and apologies noted, including that of John Carpenter the 
chair.  Members attention was drawn to competition law policy in the policy 
report. 
 

RAIL/18/29 Minutes and matters arising 

 The minutes of the last meeting of 5 July 2018 were reviewed and approved, 
with one typo noted.  
 
Multi-modal approach to planning 
This will be taken forward as part of future agendas. 
 
Northern Rail Freight Connectivity Projects 
Replies to our letter from Jo Johnson DfT and Barry White Transport for the 
North had been previously circulated.  FTA hoping to join their Freight & 
Logistics Working Group where private sector voice is Northern Ports 
Association. 
 

RAIL/18/30  Secretary’s report 

Political engagement 
Parliament has been in recess for 10 weeks since the end of July hence most 
work has been focused on other channels: 
• Meeting with the new Scottish Cabinet Secretary for Transport Michael 

Matheson MSP to discuss rail freight and network resilience 
• Submission to the Budget in which we make the case for continued long-

term commitment of funds to deliver rail enhancement and the important 
role of maintenance 

• Attended rail fringes and receptions at the Conservative and Labour party 
conferences 
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• Presentation given to the new sub-national transport body - Transport for 
the South East – on importance of freight and logistics in the region   

• Welcome letters sent to the new House of Commons Transport Select 
Committee members – Ruth Cadbury and Robert Courts 

• FTA has a forthcoming meeting with the Head of Transport Taxation at the 
Treasury and will raise red diesel and Revenue Support Grant (due to expire 
2020) which has high value for money ratio. 

 
Red diesel 
Post-Budget discussions with Treasury taxation team have confirmed that the 
Red Diesel proposals were delayed but are still due to be issued.  They will now 
be published in “the coming months”.  There is still no indications that rail is 
protected.  FTA will lobby on the topic at the meeting mentioned above. 
 
ORR PR18 determination 
Whilst charging proposals could have been worse for CP6, there are big 
concerns about whether the decline in NR productivity in CP5 will reverse and 
the levels of charges in CP7. FTA had responded to the consultation focussing on 
the impact of charges, productivity and the question of broader support for the 
industry. There had been good engagement with the Secretary for Transport in 
Scotland on this and FTA has a follow-up with Keith McDowell from Transport 
Scotland on this. FTA also has a meeting with Kate Jennings from DfT coming up 
as a follow-up.   
Attendees suggested a number of items which could be raised at this meeting: 
• Revenue support grant – due to expire in 2020.  Some high value for money 

projects, especially over shorter distance cannot qualify. 
• Better visibility of pipeline of projects 
• Concerns about whether pipeline of projects are delivering their agreed 

capacity 
• HS2 released capacity and whether this is being allocated to 

freight.  Concern HS2 is reducing freight paths between Crewe and 
Manchester  

• Review of DfT’s Rail freight appraisal processes 
• Update of Rail Strategy 
 
It was also suggested that FTA could play a strong role in monitoring the 
delivery of capacity from infrastructure projects.  There is concern that 
timetables are not being altered to deliver the capacity which has been bought 
eg Felixstowe was planned to deliver 10 paths, but 4 are being 
delivered.   Members would like to see freight being considered when all new 
passenger routes are planned as freight capacity can usually be delivered for 
marginal cost. This would include East West rail.  
 

RAIL/18/31  Rail Review 

There has been little engagement so far from the review team, but members 
were heartened to hear Keith Williams, Chair of the Review, mention freight first 
in a recent speech. Some concern that current Secretary of State would not 
allow this to be an independent review.  
 
FTA will write to Keith Williams to outline our desire to engage and some things 
we would be looking for: thinking about structure of rail in cross-modal terms, 
so there is parity of approach between modes eg around infrastructure charges; 
the importance of thinking about the longer-term and not getting distracted by 
recent timetable failures; the importance of a strong Systems Operator 
function; the importance of a strong regulator set apart from government to 
allow fair access to the railway. 
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RAIL/18/32  Road pricing policy 

The meeting agreed FTA’s proposed position, accepting some form of future 
road pricing in principle, subject to certain conditions.  Additional elements 
agreed were that reference should be made to matching the impact and effects 
of rail’s Track Access Charges, and also to support exemptions for road vehicles 
involved in part of a multimodal movement. 
 

RAIL/18/33  Brexit position for rail 

Sarah Laouadi, European Policy Manager at FTA, presented FTA’s understanding 
of the Brexit situation for rail and progress with these issues. Slides will be 
circulated. To help FTA in their work, members fed back that they would like: 
visibility on the potential for border delays through customs controls in France; 
decision makers to understand how impactful any increase in dwell times would 
be on operations, as there are no more wagons to put into circulation; that 
decision makers should not assume that rail operations can be scaled up as part 
of any contingency plans for road disruption; and visibility of contingency plans 
on fuel supply.  They reported that different tariffs would affect whether locos 
and wagons are imported in semi-finished or a finished state, and that the drop 
in sterling had meant that the cost of new rolling stock had increased by 
20%.  There are potential skills shortages in high speed design from France and 
Germany, but driver remuneration means this is not an area of concern, 
although there are some shortages in other lower-paid roles. 

 
RAIL/18/34  Maximum weight dimensions (W&Ds) of HGVs 
    

There was agreement that FTA would support and campaign for the 
consideration of adjustments to maximum weights and dimensions of 
HGVs.  However this would be subject to the following conditions: 

a) FTA would draw attention in debates to the fact that not all members 
(specifically Freight Operating Companies) agree with the FTA position, 
and that their views should be sought independently by anyone 
considering the issue 

b) That effects of any change in W&Ds on rail and water services must be 
included in any examination in the case for reform; and that this should 
cover potential future rail markets as well as existing flows (ie once 
planned rail freight terminals open) 

c) Limiting the flexibility to multimodal movements should be included as a 
scenario in all analysis (noting that even so not all members support 
change) 
 

RAIL/18/35  Rail freight emission project 
 

Mark Gibbs and Neil Grannon-Heaven from Aether presented an update on the 
project, which was very well received, particularly the progress with estimating 
Class 66 emissions, which appear to be much lower than previously estimated, 
and also the potential for the work to inform new ways of modifying engines, 
driving and planning operations which could reduce emissions and make the 
case for improved paths.  Slides will be circulated after the meeting. There is 
now very good engagement with RSSB about the project and potential funding. 
The next steps are to: write to the February workshop attendees to update 
them on progress; produce a prospectus for funding for the next stages for 
RSSB and others.  It was agreed that this topic would appear again on the 
agenda for the next meeting. 

 
RAIL/18/36  Rail Council and rail activities proposals 
 

FTA presented proposals for Rail Freight Council, based on feedback at the last 
meeting.   
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Purpose: To optimise the role of rail in the supply chain 
Typical time horizon: Now to 30+ years (asset life) 
Invitees: All members 
Frequency, length: Still quarterly, but with room for technical or topic specific 
working groups between meetings 
Typical agenda: 
Common topics across all modes: 

• Promotion:  
o to Government of the importance of rail freight, esp. over funding 
o to industry of the possibilities of rail freight 

• Infrastructure: secure improvement of rail network for freight services 
and increased availability of interchanges 

• Fiscal regime: taxation/charges of rail freight 
• Environment: manage threats and opportunities, improving 

measurement of emissions 
• Regulation: supporting the rail industry on regulatory reform issues as 

needed 
• Policy decisions in other modes, working group updates 

Mode specific: 
Barriers to performance 
 
Members feedback that they would prefer quarterly meetings and gave strong 
support for the multi-modal approach they could see FTA was increasingly 
taking.  They suggested FTA do more to publicise the meetings to encourage 
others to attend.  
     

RAIL/18/37  Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 7 February 2019 at One Great 
George Street, Westminster, London, SW1P 3AA. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

British Shippers’ Council 

Minutes of the meeting held at One Great George Street, London, SW1P 3AA on 

Thursday 8 November 2018 

 
 
PRESENT  ) 
   ) 
IN ATTENDANCE ) As recorded in the minute book 
   )  
APOLOGIES  ) 
 
 

BSC/18/18  Apologies and personnel 

Apologies were taken as read and recorded in the minute book.  JH referred 
members to the FTA Conduct of Meetings Policy that had been circulated with 
the meeting papers. 
 

BSC/18/19  Minutes and matters arising 

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 July 2018 were approved as a true and 
accurate record of the meeting. GS noted an error in the Minutes regarding the 
review of the Block Exemption Regulation. It should have read that the 
Shippers’ Council agreed that the BER should not be renewed.  
 

BSC /18/20   Emerging Issues for FTA Involvement 
Brexit 
Brexit is a key issue for all Shippers’ Council members. Members briefly 
reported on their contingency planning for a No Deal scenario:  

- Request from government to stockpile 6 weeks’ medical supplies  
- Problems with warehouse space and difficulties getting raw materials due 

to stock building 
- Haulage firms appear to be waiting before acting 
- Short sea suppliers and multi-modal firms are more on the ball and are 

speaking to them. 
Container Ports – Inland issues 
Concerns were raised about problems with haulage at Felixstowe. Delays are 
caused by the congestion of HGVs at the port with the same time window to 
drop off / pick up; but the haulier is looking to charge shippers for the hours 
they spend at the port. Inland haulage for exports is a big problem.  
 
 
 



British Shippers’ Council 

Short-Sea Shipping 
Some short-sea shipping lines have introduced a 48hr cancellation rate. Many 
shippers are booking ahead but this is difficult if they are booking on 3 days’ 
notice.  
Haulage 
Members raised a number of issues including diversions and an increase in ad-
hoc charges. A specific challenge is in haulage to or from ports for onward 
distribution. The cause members noted is mainly driver shortage. There are 
various causes for this but one that members noted was with 20-30% EU 
drivers, and weak sterling exchange rate means current pay isn’t as attractive.  
Container Lines and Ports 
Far East weather has been impacting services. Site capacity is an issue – they 
are struggling with warehouses at the port.  
Rail 
Members discussed some of the barriers they see to making greater use of Rail. 
These included: 

- Concern over their financial exposure for using rail – challenge to take on 
block-booking an entire train, especially if operators are looking for a 
multi-year commitment 

- Availability of rail paths to container ports – although Southampton 
seems to have availability of train paths- additional paths need ~ 6 
months’ lead time 

- Is there a way of collaborating with other shippers within competition 
rules to get rail to work commercially? 

- Members are keen to resolve these issues because road congestion isn’t 
going to get better 

- Action: FTA to set up a joint discussion with Rail Council to discuss 
making greater use of rail 

-  
BSC /18/21  Future of FTA Policy Councils 
 

AV briefly presented the proposed new structure of FTA Policy Councils, which 
was to be taken to the Freight Transport Council later in the day for approval, 
focusing on changes in responsibility between Shippers’ Council and the new Air 
and Water Councils. Members supported the proposed approach to varying the 
locations of Shippers’ Council meetings and several have offered to host 
meetings at their sites.  Action: FTA to circulate dates of 2019 meetings to the 
group.  

• JH highlighted dispute resolution mechanism via general meeting 
• More use of web meetings 
• How to get the updates on, say, Air, between meetings – not just once a 

quarter 
• Wrestling with how to engage directly with operators – and how to 

double up with meetings 
• Skype-enable every meeting? 
• We could run the shippers’ council on the same day as another Council?  
• Publicise dates of meetings every time – we do need to give adequate 

notice of meetings taking place 
• JH – treat meetings as decision taking and so on – and have longer-term 

discussion. 
• Members topic and vote about time – what are the 3 big things / 6 big 

things – and spend more time on one / two of those 

BSC /18/22   Container Shipping Competition Policy 
 

JH introduced this item noting the correction required in the previous minutes. 
Two members noted they had already registered to receive the shipper-specific 
questionnaire 
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Members noted that while pricing is always an issue, vessels in practice have 
similar operating costs. Shippers are equally or more concerned about service: 
It is surcharges and short notice cancellations and diversions that cause 
frustration and cost. 
An argument for greater competition is that now there are 5-6 operators, but 
because they are working in cooperation agreements and alliances in practice 
there is a choice of 2-3. If they were truly competing rather than cooperating 
with each other, there may be 5-6 of them to choose from rather than 2-3 of 
them. Members are open to any new ideas the shipping lines may have to retain 
the BER, but they need to show how the BER makes life better for shippers.  
Members agreed to oppose renewal, at least initially, but let the shipping lines 
make their case and see if we can raise the service quality issues as part of the 
discussion. Members also agreed to FTA making a separate written submission 
to the Commission that we will circulate to Members before it goes in. Action: 
FTA to circulate draft submission on BER for member comment prior to 
submission 

 
BSC /18/23   Felixstowe Issues Report 
 

AV introduced the item referring to the report in the meeting documents and 
asked for member feedback on whether issues had improved, and whether they 
were aware of the causes of the most recent delays. Members noted:  
• Vehicle Booking System (VBS) – feedback from hauliers 

o There are Rules around the percentage of night-time work versus day 
time work which is intended to reduce congestion.  

o The haulier in question have an alarm that goes off in their office, 
then they go into VBS to get as many slots as possible. 

o They have to get 2 separate VBSs for pick up / drop off. However if 
they are delayed at their drop then late they can be charged an extra 
fee and get a new VBS for that collection. And VBS get cancelled due 
to, e.g. a  weather disruption. 

o In contrast Southampton Port VBS is open all weekend unlike at 
Felixstowe 

o Bigger customers are open 24-hour days – so would prefer to have 
night-time movements – but hauliers may not wish to take on night 
time deliveries 

o Previously hauliers might go in, pick up and store it off-site – but this 
is less common now 

• Workforce problems  
o The 4 days on / 4 days off shift pattern can lead to shortages if the 

port closed due to weather and is then dealing with additional 
discharge when it reopens 

• IT system 
o Feedback that members felt this had improved – as per Felixstowe’s 

assertion 
• Also delays due to container lines – bunching 

In conclusion, members would like to meet openly and constructively with 
Felixstowe, not to be critical but to collaborate and communicate. Action: FTA to 
set up a meeting with Shippers’ Council and Felixstowe to discuss solutions.  

 
  
BSC/18/24  Secretary’s report 

   Taken as read. No comments from members.  
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BSC/18/25  Skills and Migration Advisory Committee Report 
 

SG presented FTA views on the MAC report and updated the group on the skills 
campaign.  

 

BSC/18/26  Date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the British Shippers Council will take place on Thursday 7 
February 2018 at One Great George Street, Westminster, London, SW1P 3AA. 

 

 



  

 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 

Freight Transport Council 

Minutes of the meeting held at One Great George Street, London, SW1P 3AA on 

8 November 2018 at 12:30 

 
 
PRESENT  ) 
   ) 
IN ATTENDANCE ) As recorded in the minute book 
   )  
APOLOGIES  ) 
 
 
 
FTC/18/22  Apologies and personnel, competition law and compliance 
 

Members attention was drawn to the written advice on meeting conduct.  
 
FTC/18/23  Minutes and matters arising 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 July 2018 were adopted.  
 
FTC/18/24  Chief Executive’s report     
 

David Wells gave an update on: FTA trading; parliamentary activity; FTA reports and 
events; and global and European policy 

 
FTC/18/25 Proposals for the future structure of UK Council for agreement 
 

David Wells and Elizabeth de Jong presented proposals to ensure the council structure 
enables FTA to best represent members views to government and supports the 
principle that all members are treated equitably in line with our mutual status. 
 
There was support to draft changes to Articles and Bye-Laws to present at the February 
meeting which establish a new Strategic Policy Council and two additional Modal 
Councils for Water and Air.  The new structures will be reviewed after a period to 
ensure they meet the needs of members.  
 

FTC/18/26  Any other business 
 

No further issues were raised by members 
    
FTC/18/27  Date of next meeting 
 

The next meeting of Freight Transport Council will take place on Thursday 7 February 
2019 at One Great George Street, Westminster, London, SW1P 3AA. 
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