
  

 

Greater London Freight Council Minutes 
 

Thursday 14 June 2018 

Cannon Place, 78 Cannon Street 
London, EC4N 6HN 

 

CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 

▪ The meeting was chaired by Mike Colbourne from Veolia. 

▪ The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

▪ Roundtable introductions were made, and guests were welcomed. 

▪ It was announced that Denise Beedell will be joining FTA from 1 August 2018 as Vans and Urban Policy 

Manager  

▪ Members were reminded by the Secretary about new guidance on competition law compliance.  Full 
details can be found on page 5 of the Policy Report. 

▪ Members were notified that a minute’s silence was to be held to mark the one-year anniversary of the 
Grenfell fire. 

 

REPORT FROM UK COUNCIL 

▪ Members received a report back from discussions at UK Council on 9 May including emission defeat 
devices, driver safety and behaviour, road pricing and the work of the National Infrastructure 

Commission on its freight study. 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

▪ Members received a Secretary’s report which included updates on Brexit (including road haulage permits 

for international movements); trailer registration; UK target for HGV carbon reduction; progress with 
Longer Semi Trailer trial; review of Senior Traffic Commissioner Guidance and Directions; and EU reform 
of Drivers’ Hours/tachographs, Operator Licencing (including vans), and fuel efficiency and safety 
requirements for new HGVs. 

 

REGIONAL ITEMS 

FC1 New Deputy Mayor for Transport 

▪ London’s Deputy Mayor for Transport, Val Shawcross, has announced that she will be retiring in the 
summer. Heidi Alexander, MP for Lewisham East, has been appointed as her successor. FTA will be 
engaging with Ms Alexander when she takes over her new post. This will be a good opportunity to raise 
the proposal for a Freight Commissioner for London again to provide a strategic vision for freight in the 

capital. 

 

FC2 Silvertown Tunnel 

▪ Following campaigning by FTA for new river crossings in East London, the Secretary of State for 
Transport, Chris Grayling MP, has given the go-ahead for a new tunnel across the Thames linking the 
Greenwich Peninsula to Silvertown. The new crossing will help alleviate congestion at the Blackwall 
Tunnel, increase resilience in the network and provide much needed cross-river connectivity to support 
the huge amount of development taking place in East London. FTA will continue to campaign for a 
network of further crossings in this part of the capital, including proposals under the previous Mayor for 
connections at Belvedere and Gallions Reach.  

▪ The new tunnel will be financed in part through a user charge on both the new tunnel and the existing 
Blackwall Tunnel. The exact charge levels for various types of vehicles using the tunnel will be decided 
closer to the opening date. 
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ULEZ expansion 

▪ Members were briefed on the announcement that the ULEZ will expand to the area within the North and 

South Circulars from 25 October 2021.  It will require all diesel-engined vehicles to meet Euro VI/6 

emission standards and Euro IV/4 for petrol. 

▪ Blue lights - They are not on TfL’s list of discounts and exemptions, so they are included in the scheme. 

▪ Auxiliary engines - TfL is apparently looking at these and is also looking at barges. TfL has suggested 
that they will be targeting auxiliary engines in due course. 

▪ Concerns were raised about what borough schemes are coming through and ensuring there is alignment 
across boroughs.  

 

FC3  Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Taskforce 

▪ FTA has been invited to join the Mayor of London’s Electric Vehicle (EV) Infrastructure Taskforce. The 
Taskforce will be chaired by Shirley Rodrigues, Deputy Mayor for Environment and Energy to provide 

guidance on the implementation of the Mayor’s ambitions to increase the up-take of electric vehicles.  

▪ The launch event was held in May and hosted by the Mayor of London. It will be followed by a series of 

stakeholder workshops hosted by TfL over the summer. The outcomes of these workshops will be 
presented to the Taskforce towards the end of the year and will create a delivery plan for the capital. 

▪ Members gave feedback on their experiences with EV charging infrastructure.  One commented that 
there is no facility for entering mileage on intelligent charging infrastructure.  Another said that they 
were currently investigating Smart Grid technology. 

▪ A separate email was circulated immediately after the meeting with further details about the EV 
Taskforce and workshops. 

 

FOR DECISION 

FT1 Van VED Reform 

▪ Members were asked to decide the response to the Government proposals to charge a lower VED rate for 
low emission vans, and a higher charge for those that do not meet the requirement. 

▪ Members supported the proposed approach of introducing CO2 bands for vans was acceptable in principle 
but said that it won't be significant enough to make a difference. 

▪ They also said that the fiscal changes of the kinds indicated would not make any difference to van 
purchasing decisions. 

 

RD2 Vehicle Recovery Charges 

▪ Members were asked to report on and discuss impact of changes to police vehicle recovery charges in 
Scotland and potential effect on English charges. 

▪ Under Scottish Governments proposals, the regulations would prescribe different charges for different 
vehicle categories and incident scenarios. Members agreed with the current categories and scenarios. 

▪ In light of the experience of the matrix system that has been operating in England and Wales since 2008, 
members objected to rigids and artics being the same.  They also questioned why there was a definition 
of on-road and off-road and what constitutes ‘unladen’ i.e. empty roll cages. 

 

FOR DISCUSSION 

FT1 Non-road mobile machinery and red diesel call for evidence 

▪ Members discussed the Government’s call for evidence and the impact of restricting the ability to utilise 

red diesel in some operations and agree the FTA response.  

▪ A number of members confirmed that they currently use red diesel for road laying equipment, 
excavators, tanks and discharge pumps, loading shovels, auxiliary engines on sweepers, ride on 
lawnmowers and plant, fridge donkey units and shunters, air-side vehicles, mobile generators.   

▪ It was commented that this is really just revenue raising under the guise of environmental 
improvements. 
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▪ It was also commented that most fridges have an electric hook-up, so this may encourage them to plug 
in rather than running on diesel.  However, the reason that some have gone for fridge units with red-
diesel options is because they don't have the electric charging infrastructure at depots. 

▪ If access to red diesel was reclassified as normal use and therefore the full duty had to be paid, this 

would mean a significant increase in running costs for some companies. 

 

RD3 HGV Testing facilities 

▪ Members views were sought on the current difficulties arising from HGV testing availability and FTA 
actions in this area. 

▪ One member reported that they had lost four days of testing so far this month due to lack of tester 
availability.  Also, there are issues with the quality of back office support. 

▪ A number of models for the annual test are under consideration.  Members supported the suggestion of 
the establishment of an ‘arms-length’ testing body backed up by audit as this should help with the 
shortage of testers as they wouldn’t be constrained by the civil service pay structure.  However, it was 
commented that it depends on how ‘arm's length’ ‘arm's length’ is as it could add an additional layer of 
bureaucracy. 

▪ It was commented that for Earned Recognition (ER), self-testing was always a carrot, but we haven't 
seen anything about this so far.  This might be a trigger to persuade other companies to join ER.  One 

member said that there aren't enough tangible benefits, but this would make them consider joining ER. 

 

Consultation on changes to financial standing rates for restricted licences 

▪ The Traffic Commissioners are consulting on proposals to amend the financial standing rates for 
restricted operators. 

▪ Standard national operators have struggled with the increases in financial standing rates and this is likely 

to be the experience for restricted.  Members asked if £3,000 is enough to prove you can maintain a 
vehicle. Morally, Council felt that all vehicles should be treated the same, but a 156% increase is too 
much. Instead it was suggested that this should be indexed post-Brexit, but that the Traffic 
Commissioners should hold off for now.  

▪ Members questioned why there are two levels in the first place. 

 

RD4 & RD8 Improving HGV Driver Facilities, including Operation Stack 

▪ Members discussed the results of the Government’s survey on the shortage of lorry parking regionally 
and across England and the latest measures announced. 

▪ Members welcomed the publication of the report, but we need to see some firm action result from it. 

▪ On Operation Stack, members were told that it will take two weeks to put the contra-flow system in and 
once constructed, it will stay in place for at least six months. 

▪ Members felt that five years for a permanent solution is too long to wait and they thought it was 
shocking that there will not be a solution in place in time for Brexit.  

 

RD5 Category B driving licence derogation for alternatively fuelled commercial vehicles 

▪ Members were asked for comments on the European Union’s response to the UK Government request to 
seek a temporary derogation from the European Union third Driving Licence Directive (2006/126/EC) to 
allow alternatively-fuelled vehicles up to a maximum authorised mass of 4,250kg to be driven on a 
category B driving licence within the United Kingdom. 

▪ Members were asked if the five-year authorisation would have an impact on their decision to purchase 

alternatively powered vehicles.  One member said that there are other reasons to move forward with 
EVs, so the five-year authorisation is not a barrier.  But industry needs certainty from UK Government 
that they will renew the authorisation after the five years, especially as by then we would have left the 
European Union.   

▪ There was frustration that the deadline is already set, so the clock has started ticking meaning we are 
now losing time from the five years.  It was felt that we need to drive this through as quickly as possible 

and we need to understand the legislative process for this.   
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▪ It was commented that there are not too many EVs currently on the road at 4,250kg, but this might 
encourage the manufacturers to extend their vehicle supply.  The payback timescales for EVs is 
considerably longer than standard diesel, so in itself, the five years is not enough. 

▪ Members felt that special training on EV fires should be included in the five hours of training to ensure 

road safety requirements are met as they need to be handled specially.  Additionally, information on how 
to refuel should be included.  It was suggested that other general aspects such as vulnerable road user 
training could also be included. Members asked if other EU member states had done anything rather 
than the UK starting from scratch. 

▪ In terms of who should be able to carry out the training, members were clear that they do not want 
JAUPT involved. It was suggested that manufacturers could provide the training.  It could be approved 
by City & Guilds.   

 

PRESENTATION 

Direct Vision Standard 

▪ Alina Tuerk from Transport for London updated members on the latest developments with the London 
Direct Vision Standard and Safety Permit Scheme. 

▪ It was confirmed that the permits would be free.  For three- to five-star rated vehicles, the permit would 
be valid for ten years from 26 October 2020.  For one- and two-star vehicles or zero-star rated vehicles 
with the safe system, the permit would be valid until the date in 2024 when the scheme is tightened up 
to three-star minimum/progressive safe system.  There will be an online permit application process. 

▪ In terms of enforcement, ANPR would be used to determine whether a vehicle has a permit.  TfL is 
looking at working with agencies and partners about piggy-backing on roadside enforcement checks. 

▪ Members expressed concern that TfL isn’t going to define the technical specification of equipment as they 

want certainty about what exactly to fit. 

▪ Members also reported that they are still getting a lot of confusion from manufacturers. TfL has had 
another expert panel with the manufacturers, so information should now be clarified.  

▪ Council was told that that pre-Euro VI ratings should be available in late summer. 

▪ Members were clear that there needs to be far more emphasis on the behaviour of cyclists. The message 
is out of kilter - more cyclists are injured by potholes than HGVs. Training for cyclists needs to be better 

promoted. 

▪ Members want the evidence base for the safe-system spec to be published in time for the public 
consultation in early 2019. The safe-system is based on the FORS/CLOCS requirements which in turn are 
based on the Crossrail specification which had no evidence base.  Members also expressed concerns 
about driver sensory overload. 

▪ Members said that they need a reasonable lead time for the introduction of the progressive safe-system 
when the scheme is tightened up in 2024. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Date of next meeting 

▪ Thursday 18 October 2018 at the CBI 

 

UK Council 

▪ Thursday 5 July 2018 at One Great George Street 
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ATTENDEES 

Chairman 

Mike Colbourne   Veolia 

 
Members 
James Adcroft   Tesco 
Sarah Bell   UPS 
Andrew Brady   Grundon Waste Management 
Chris Brown   Panalux 
Liam Clement-Smith  Powerday 

Dominic Day   Day Group Ltd 
Diana Drummond  Art Logistics Ltd 
Ray Govier   DPD 
Norman Harding  London Borough of Hackney 
David Higginson  ADM Milling 
John McDaid   McGrath Group 

Andy Miles   AS Miles Consulting Ltd 
Rob Nicolaou   Howdens Joinery 
Peter Parle   FM Conway Ltd 

Mark Pearce   Bidvest Logistics 
Dave Pitt   Grundon Waste Management 
Robert Presnell   London Borough of Lambeth 
Richard Stansfield  Auto Electrical Services 

Jerry Ward   John Lewis Partnership 
David Wilson   Fleet Technology 
Amanda Zambon  DHL 
 
Guests 
Denise Beedell   Federation of Small Businesses 
Sana Nabi   CBI 

Alina Tuerk   Transport for London 
 
Staff 
Natalie Chapman  Head of South of England and Urban Policy 
Elizabeth de Jong  Director of UK Policy 

Heidi Skinner   Policy and Public Affairs Manager 

 
Apologies 
Dave Adams   London Borough of Newham 
Nigel Barretto   Veolia 
Bill Cox    Powerday 
Richard Currie   UPS 
Mick Dearle   Martin Brower 

Ken Harris   Euromix Concrete 
Roger Heels   West Horsley Dairy 
Steve Levison   Siemens Financial Services 
Sarah Maxwell   City of London 
Simon Middleton-Burrows Wilson James 
Jacqueline O’Donovan  O’Donovan Waste 
Mark Olden   Murphy Plant 

Mike Oliver   Berrymans Lace Mawer LLP 

Trevor Ross   Wincanton 
Paul Smith   Serco Ltd 
Simon Spelman   CEMEX UK Operations 
Charlie Stanford  CEMEX UK Operations 

 


