
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MINUTES 
Of meeting held on Thursday 18th January 2018 at Clifton House, Queens 

Street, Belfast 
 

  

 

Welcome and Introductions 
 
The Chairman Andrew Shields opened the meeting at 0930am and extended a welcome and Happy New Year to 

everyone and welcomed new council members Stephen Hill, Barry McDonnell,  John Lawell and  Eimear 
Flanagan. 

 

Apologies 
 
The apologies received are recorded at the foot of the minutes. 

 

Minutes of last meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 19th October 2017 were approved - proposed by Jeff Shaw and seconded 
by Pamela Dennison. 

 

Issues arising from National Council on 9th November 2017 and attendance at 
National Council on 1st February 2018. 
 
Members were updated on recent developments and the latest FTA Business and Financial Performance.  

 

CEO Report 
 
Members were updated on CEO Report 

 

Guidance on conduct of FTA meetings 
 
Seamus Leheny reviewed and advised council on conduct of meetings and introduced Elizabeth de Jong and 

encouraged members to approach Elizabeth if anyone had any questions. 

 
Secretary’s Report 

 
Seamus Leheny updated council on issues including Brexit, budget, Earned Recognition, Review of the Guide to 
Maintaining Roadworthiness, Trailer registration. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Northern Ireland Freight Council 



 

For Decision: 
 

RD1 – European Mobility Package 
 
The Mobility Package is progressing through EU legislative processes.  Members were updated on the progress 

of the package, and guidance was sought on FTA’s approach to discussions. The package includes measures on 
operator licensing for vans, cabotage, minimum wage, driving and rest times and tachographs.  
 

1. Do you support FTA’s approach on posting or would you like FTA to oppose the application of 
posting rules to international transport, bearing in mind such an attempt is likely to be 
blocked by the European Council? 

 

General consensus with council members was that this did not effect a high majority of businesses in 
NI.  One council member who is an international operator explained that in their experience there are 
huge difficulties already being experienced in certain European countries and for their business, would 
be in favour of opposing the application of posting rules. 
 

2. Do you support FTA’s proposed approach on driving and rest time rues? 

 

Council members support FTA’s proposed approach. 
 

3. What would be the impact of an early roll out of smart tachographs in all vehicles used 
internationally for FTA members, if the deadline was 2024 (based on a 6-7 year renewal 
rate)?  What would be the effect if all vehicles (used domestically and internationally) were 
covered by the requirements? 

 
Council members would be concerned with the costs primarily.  This issue could be a particularly 
relevant to NI given the large number of operators regularly travelling into ROI. 

 
 
 
 

 

RD2 – London DVS and HGV Safety Standard Permit 
 
Transport for London has published a consultation on the proposed Direct Vision Standard and an HGV safety 

standard permit scheme for those that do not meet the 1-star rating when DVS is introduced in London in 

2020.    
 

1. Do members support FTA’s stance that the safe system is a welcome move away from the 
narrow focus on direct vision, but that it should focus solely on the vehicle and that drivers 
should not, for practical reasons, be included? 
 

Council members agreed overall, with FTA’s stance. 
 

2. What are members’ views on the London Lorry Control Scheme being used at the basis of the 
permit scheme? 
 
Some council members explained that in their experience it is becoming more and more difficult to find 
sub-contractors to service contracts within London.   

Council members asked if a company were already FORS accredited would that be acceptable – advised 
this would be in addition to FORS accreditation. 
Council members are opposed to having different rules for vehicles in different cities and felt it would be 

impossible to mitigate for driver error. 
One council member is already experiencing their customers in Birmingham and Manchester asking for 
FORS accreditation. 

 

3. Do members support FTA’s position that to obtain a permit, self-accreditation should be used 
to minimise bureaucracy and costs in the same way as operators agree to undertakings for 
operator licensing? 

 
Council Members do support FTA’s position, if it is a simple system. 

 



 

For Discussion: 
 

RD3 – Reform of HGV Road User Levy 
 
Government has made a call for evidence to consider reform of the HGV Road User Levy.  Members were 
invited to share any views on the Levy scheme.    
 

1. What view do you have of FTA’s assessment that:  
(a) Any such change could make the Levy significantly more complicated to deal with 
(b) Could undermine its role in levelling the field with foreign operators 

 
General feeling was that council members agree they are opposed to the system being any more 
complicated than it already is. 
 

 
2. Would differential charging for the following prompt you to change your operation? 

(a) Time of day/week 
(b) Trunk road used 
(c) Euro engine standard of vehicle users 

 

Council members agreed that there should be no differential charging. 
 

3. Do you have any other thoughts on how the existing Levy has worked? 

 
No comments. 

 
 
Regional Items: Northern Ireland 

 
  

FC28 Newry Southern Relief Road 
 
Seamus Leheny and FTA member Gearoid Gilheany updated members on meeting hosted by Newry, Mourne 
and Down District Council, in partnership with Department for Infrastructure and Transport NI regarding the 

Southern Relief Road in November 2017.  It is likely to be 2025 before the road is completed. 

 
FC29 Meeting with Alliance Party 
 
Seamus Leheny updated council on meeting with Alliance Party in October 2017.  The Alliance Party had 
requested a meeting with FTA to focus and discuss various issues around Brexit.  The party were very satisfied 
with the information and clarity provided by FTA and are keen to be further involved with future engagement. 

 

FC30 Meeting with NI Meet Exporters Association 
 
Seamus Leheny updated council on meeting with (NIMEA) in October 2017.  The NIMEA are concerned that the 

introduction of checks will increase costs due to documentation, veterinary check costs and delays incurred by 
transport companies.  FTA and NIMEA will continue to work with each other on shared concerns. 

 
FC31 Meeting with DUP 

 
Seamus Leheny updated council members on meeting with DUP in November 2017.  A very productive meeting 
included discussions around challenges faced by NI companies transporting goods due to Brexit, Fuel Duty, Fuel 
Laundering, enforcement on non-compliant haulers, NI connectivity between NI (roads, ports and infrastructure 

in north west England and Scotland), A75 in Scotland and how this effects NI Operators. 

 
 

 
 
 



FC32 Belfast Local Development Plan 

 
Andrew Shields updated council members on the invitation for FTA to joining the Belfast Local Development 

Plan (LDP) Transport Working Group which is being facilitated by Belfast City Council.  The first meeting was 

held in November 2017 and the city’s transportation network and parking were the key agenda items.  FTA is 
the only representative body from the transport industry. 
 

FC33 Skills 

 
Seamus Leheny updated council members on meetings with People 1st Training and Seetec in November 2017 
regarding availability of appropriate logistics and large goods vehicle driving apprenticeships for businesses in 
NI.  One council member has already signed up with Seetec.  Council members asked if it would be possible for 
a representative from Seetec to come along and give a presentation at the next council meeting as there were 
a lot of questions raised at this morning’s meeting. 

 
FC34 Consultation on the Operation Times of Loading Bays 
 
Andrew Shields updated council members on FTA submission to consultation with Department of Infrastructure 
on 20th October 2017 regarding a proposal to relax the operation times of loading bay restrictions in Belfast city 

centre. 
 

 

 
 

Presentation by Jeremy Logan, DVA Head of Roadside Enforcement 
 
Jeremy Logan and Mark Wilson from DVA Enforcement and Alex Wilson from Cranmore Consulting Ltd gave a 

presentation on new technological developments being deployed for roadside enforcement procedures in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
The new ICT system being developed under contract for roadside enforcement is running up until September 
2019 within progress being around one third of the way through the development cycle.  There was a “soft 
launch” of Roadside Data Capture in September 2017.  Jeremy and Mark gave a live demonstration of the 

system to council members.  New technology will include Galaxy S3/S4 tablets, in-car wi-fi and printing 
facilities.   Jeremy explained the benefits of implementing the improvements will include: - 

• improved targeting against non-compliant operators 
• improved data quality and reliability 
• increased efficiency at roadside checks 
• enhanced managements reporting and audit control 
• ability to share key data to approved organisations 

• improved accuracy and less duplication due to re-use of corporate data 
 
 
 

AOB 
 
No other business 

 

 

Date of Next meeting – 09.30 Thursday 12th April at Coca Cola HBC, 12 Lissue 
Road, Lisburn, Co Antrim, BT28 2SZ  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ATTENDANCE LIST 

 

                                                            

Present Apologies Also in Attendance 
James Allen – Allen Logistics 
Gary Barnes – Balloo Hire 

Russell Beck – Surefreight Global 
Brendan Beggan - Whitemountain 
Dan Carey – Dale Farm Co-Operative 
Pamela Dennison – WS Dennison 
Billy Dougan – Gray & Adams 
Eimear Flanagan - Balcas 
Gearoid Gilheaney – Quinn Building Products 

Gary Hanna – Balcas 
Stephen Hill – Dennison Commercials 
Mark Laughlin – Beattie Distribution Services 
John Lawell – BOC 
Billy Leader - DFDS 
Colin Lumber - James Henry & Co 

Pascal Manley – Archway Products 

James Mannis – Ards & North Down BC 
Barry McDonnell – Link It Logistics 
John Purdy – TBF Thompson 
Paul Roberts – McQuillan Companies 
Jeff Shaw – Ards & North Down BC 
Andrew Shields – Libraries NI 

Andy Spence – WAS Training 
John Workman – Musgrave Retail Partners 
 
 

Amanda Wylie - Kennedy Law 
Derek Chapman – Unitrunk 

Johnny Walker – Express Freight 
John Jenkins – Dennison Commercials 
Andrew Campbell – DHL 
Stephen Nelson – Surefreight Global 
Brian Elliot – Translink 
Tony Kirkpatrick – RiverRidge 
Stephen Thompson – RiverRidge 

Colin Scott – Allied Mills  
Clive Kerrigan – Allied Bakeries 
Aaron Grant – Granco 
Michael Campbell – Mar-Train 
Tania McShane – Surefreight 
Enda Cushnahan – SDC Trailers 

Iain Latimer – Diamond Trucks 

Glenn Baxter – Musgrave Retail Partners 
Lynda Gregg- Antrim & N/Abbey BC 
Laura Woods - Linwoods 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Seamus Leheny – FTA 

Jayne Currie – FTA 
Elizabeth de Jong – FTA 
Es Shepherd - FTA 

 

                                                                                                                                             


